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Background 
Now once upon a time not long ago…

► SLPs are increasingly likely to serve clients from 
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.  

► Anecdotally, SLPs who provide services to young 
children are most likely to use picture books. 

► Limited research is available on selection of  
treatment materials, and whether SLPs actively 
consider the racial and ethnic characteristics of 
characters in the picture books that they use. 

► Interactive book reading has the ability to facilitate 
meaningful communication exchanges & the ability 
to expand children’s language skills (Dickinson, 
2012).

► Representation of racial and ethnic diversity in 
children’s literature influences self-identity (Davis, 
2016).   

► SLPs should play a role in implementing meaningful 
experiences during treatment.  
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Cooperative Children’s Book Center, School of Education, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

(Nov, 2019).  
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De La Peña, M. (2015). Last stop on market 
street. G.P. Putnam's Sons Books for Young 

Readers

Research Questions

Do you know why I’m stopping you for?

► Do SLPs actively consider representation 
when selecting picture books to use in 
practice?

► Do SLPs’ own racial background or the racial 
composition of the caseloads that the SLPs 
serve affect how likely they are to take the 
racial diversity of characters into 
consideration when selecting picture books 
for treatment?

► Based on self-reported use of commercially 
available picture books in treatment, is there 
evidence that SLPs consider representation 
when selecting books?

. 
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Methods
Coding

Internet resources were used to identify 
listed books in which 

1) the primary characters were 
people, animals, or something else

2) the people in books were white or 
another race/ethnicity. 

Rationale responses were responses were 
coded as 

1) mentioning something about 
representation, race, ethnicity, or 

linguistic diversity

2) no mention of this topic. 

Reports of the composition of the caseload 
were recoded as the proportion of the 
caseload that was White . 

• A survey was distributed via Qualtrics 

and sent to all 50 state associations, 

National Black Association for 

Speech-Language-Hearing listserv, 

social media (Facebook, Instagram, 

and Twitter), and personal contacts.

• SLPs were asked 10 questions 

including years of experience, race, 

caseload makeup, and use of 

commercially available picture books 

in their practice, and rationale for 

selecting listed books.
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Participants

Black SLPs White SLPs Other Total 

Number of responses 20 77 6 103

Avg. years of 

experience
15 years 14.8 years 14.5 years 

14.82 years 

(SD=11.53)

103 SLPs (CCC or CF) serving children birth to 9 years
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Results
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Results Cont’d

-
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Discussion

► Books containing characters of color and 
culturally relevant literacy experiences are not 
widely used by SLPs. 

► SLPs intents are not well aligned with practice. 

► It is important that representation and diversity 
be considered. 

► One marker of cultural competence would be 
that SLPs are conscious of the physical 
depictions of race in the selection of materials 
used. 

► SLPs should be aware of the books and 
resources that are available.

► While selection of representative materials may 
take additional effort or require revamping 
existing lesson plans, resources do exist to 
support better practices in book selection.
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► SLPs can acquire a balanced collection of books by selecting 
the following (Boutte, 1999):

► Books representing various ethnic groups, religious groups, both 
genders, different socioeconomic levels, individuals with 
disabilities, different age groups, various lifestyles, differing 
family structures

► Books that present both historical viewpoints and contemporary 
depictions of people from different ethnic groups

► Books describing holidays from different cultural traditions

► Fairy tales from different cultures

► Books depicting males and females in nontraditional roles

► Books that show people from different cultures work together

► Multicultural books from various disciplines (art, music, science, 
math)

► Books written in different dialects and languages

Ways to Select Diverse Picture Books

Awards for Diverse Books

1. The Coretta Scott King Book Award

2. The Tomás Rivera Mexican 

American Children's Book Award

3. The Sydney Taylor Manuscript 

Award

4. The Skipping Stones Honor Award

5. The Jane Addams Children's Book 

Award, the International Literacy 

Association's (ILA) Notable Books 

for a Global Society list, and the 

Carter G. Woodson Book Award

Christ, T. & Sharma S., A. (2017).

Here’s what to do… diverse picture books coming to a bookshelf near you
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Additional Resources
If you having book problems I feel bad for you son, I got 
plenty of resources and here are a ton. 

https://linktr.ee/diversebooks4SLPs

► This PowerPoint Presentation

► Additional Resources

■ Websites

■ Bookstores

■ Publishers 

► Classroom Library Questionnaire 

► List of diverse books categorized by 
treatment domain 

Scan this QR code with your mobile 
device camera to be directed to 

additional resources

https://linktr.ee/diversebooks4SLPs
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Compilation of 50 Diverse Books

List of Diverse Books 
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THANK YOU!

• Amanda J. Owen Van Horne, 
PhD., Faculty Advisor 



I Got 99 
Problems but 
a Book AIN’T 

One
Send questions or 

comments to 
sierrahh@udel.edu

 S. Harris at Mahogany Books, Washington, D.C., 6/2019
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