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Background

Now once upon a time not long ago...

» SLPs are increasingly likely to serve clients from
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.

» Anecdotally, SLPs who provide services to young
children are most likely to use picture books.

» Limited research is available on selection of
treatment materials, and whether SLPs actively
consider the racial and ethnic characteristics of —
characters in the picture books that they use. \

» Interactive book reading has the ability to facilitate k-'
meaningful communication exchanges & the ability
to expand children’s language skills (Dickinson,
2012).

» Representation of racial and ethnic diversity in
children’s literature influences self-identity (Davis,
20106).

» SLPs should play a role in implementing meaningful Jens pT
experiences during treatment. Martensson - QJ
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DIVERSITY IN
CHILDREN’S BOOKS

Percentage of books depicting characters from diverse backgrounds
based on the 2018 publishing statistics compiled by the
Cooperative Children's Book Center, School of Education,
University of Wisconsin-Madison:
cche.education.wisc.edu/books/pcstats.asp
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| MARKET STREET

De La Pena, M. (2015). Last stop on market
street. G.P. Putnam's Sons Books for Young
Readers

Research Questions

Do you know why I’'m stopping you for?

>

Do SLPs actively consider representation
when selecting picture books to use in
practice?

Do SLPs’ own racial background or the racial
composition of the caseloads that the SLPs
serve affect how likely they are to take the
racial diversity of characters into
consideration when selecting picture books
for treatment?

Based on self-reported use of commercially
available picture books in treatment, is there
evidence that SLPs consider representatlon

when selecting books? Jens ' e
Martensson - 7 I



Methods

Coding

Internet resources were used to identify
listed books in which

1) the primary characters were
people, animals, or something else

2) the people in books were white or
another race/ethnicity

Rationale responses were responses were
coded as

1) mentioning something about
representation, race, ethnicity, or
linguistic diversity
2) no mention of this topic.
Reports of the composition of the caseload

were recoded as the proportion of the
caseload that was White .




Participants
103 SLPs (CCC or CF) serving children birth to 9 years

Number of responses 48] 77 6 103
Avg. years of 14.82 years
e EnEE 15 years 14.8 years 14.5 years (SD=11.53)
CASELOAD COMPOSITION OF BLACK SLPS CASELOAD COMPOSITION OF WHITE SLPS
m White ® White
m Black ® Black

American Indian American Indian

m Asian m Asian

B Hawaiian ® Hawaiian

®m Multiple Races
m Other

® Multiple Races

m Other jens .
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Results

Does the race of the SLP affect the choice of
books?

Does the racial makeu
p of the SLPs
caseload affect the books selected?
» Black SLPs were more likelyto > Individuals working in a more -
 actually name books that include - - diverse setting tended to name

nonwhite characters as part of fewer books overall F(1,92) =
the books. -07,_th_ough it did not at’tain
Statistical significance.

/
» Black SLPs were nearly 7x as /) vs- y 4

likely as White SLPs 10 include

the mention of racial diversity or 7
physical appearance of /‘
characters as a rationale for why

they select books for use in their

practice, OR= 6.96, p = .002.

jens: o o
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Results Cont’d

Interactions between SLP race and caseload

=

composition

While white SLPs were equally |
unlikely to mention diversityasa
rationale (p = .001) regardless of

caseload makeup, Black SLPs
were somewhat more likely to
mention diversity when they
served in predominantly white
settings (p=.08).

When they serve in settings with
high proportions of clients who

are not white, they do not tend to

name diversity as a rationale for

book selection.

With that being said...

> People’s intents are not well

aligned with thei
rr
actions. eported

> Mentipning diversity was not
associated with actually

reporting books that included

nonwhite characters for either

Black or White SLPs.

Jens
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Discussion

Books containing characters of color and
culturally relevant literacy experiences are not
widely used by SLPs.

SLPs intents are not well aligned with practice.

It is important that representation and diversity
be considered.

One marker of cultural competence would be
that SLPs are conscious of the physical
depictions of race in the selection of materials
used.

SLPs should be aware of the books and
resources that are available.

While selection of representative materials may
take additional effort or require revamping

existing lesson plans, resources do exist to —
support better practices in book selection. Jens . pT'
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Ways to Select Diverse Picture Books

>
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Here’s what to do... diverse picture books coming to a bookshelf near you

SLPs can acquire a balanced collection of books by selecting
the following (Boutte, 1999):.

Books representing various ethnic groups, religious groups, both
genders, different socioeconomic levels, individuals with
disabilities, different age groups, various lifestyles, differing
family structures

Books that present both historical viewpoints and contemporary
depictions of people from different ethnic groups

Books describing holidays from different cultural traditions
Fairy tales from different cultures

Books depicting males and females in nontraditional roles
Books that show people from different cultures work together

Multicultural books from various disciplines (art, music, science,
math)

Books written in different dialects and languages

Awards for Diverse Books

. The Coretta Scott King Book Award

. The Tomas Rivera Mexican

American Children's Book Award

. The Sydney Taylor Manuscript

Award

. The Skipping Stones Honor Award
. The Jane Addams Children's Book

Award, the International Literacy
Association's (ILA) Notable Books
for a Global Society list, and the
Carter G. Woodson Book Award

Christ, T. & Sharma S., A. (2017).

Jens ..
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Scan this QR code with your mobile
device camera to be directed to
additional resources

Additional Resources

If you having book problems | feel bad for you son, | got
plenty of resources and here are a ton.

https://linktr.ee/diversebooks4SLPs

» This PowerPoint Presentation

» Additional Resources
m Websites
m Bookstores
m Publishers

» Classroom Library Questionnaire

» List of diverse books categorized by
treatment domain

Jens ..
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https://linktr.ee/diversebooks4SLPs

List of Diverse Books

I GOT 99 PROBLE

BUT A BOOK SHOULDN'T BE ONE

e the liberty of previewmng the ca Or ess additioval trestimerd targets.

Diverse Books for Use in Speech/Language Therapy

21

serve youmg childrer to encourage use of diverse books in

Story Grammar/Narrative Skills

the Pledge of Allegiance, she turns red, white, and blue! Instead of blending in,
she’s standing out. Specialists are called but the situation goes frora bad to
worse. Isn’tthere anyone who can help Carvilla rermeraber what it means o be
herself?

Interest Level | Book Title, Author & Publisher | Overview Possi le Targei(s)
1-5 ABad Caseof SripesbyDavid | Carailla Crear loves liraa beans, but she never eats thera. Why? Because the - Sequence of events
Shannon other kids in her school don’t like them. Carailla Creara is very wored about - Characters
what other people think about her, but at the very moraent she rost wants to fit - Conflict/ Resolution
Publisher: Scholastic in, she becoraes corapletely covered in colorful stripes! Worse yet, she seeras to - Prediction
change colors to match whatever is happening around her. When the class says - Nulti-step problera solving

PreK-2 A Letter fo Amp by Ezra Jack Peter is inviting onlyrone girl to his birthday party: his friend Aray. Rather than - Sequence events
Keats asking her in person, he decides to send her a special invitation, but a - Descriptive language
thunderstorra on the way to the railbox sends Peter's plans into a tailspin. - Corapare f contrast
Publisher: ¥iking Books for - Making connections
Young Readers
PreK-3 Babushka's Doll by Patricia Natashaisn't really a bad girl. It'sjust that she wantsto play onthe swing - Sequencing events
Polacco now, not afterthe wash hasbeen hungup to dry. And she warntsher soup - Cause and effect
) ) now, not afterthe goatshave beenfed Lookingafter Natashakeeps - Character traits
Publisher: Simon & Babushka Natasha's grandmother, very busy. - Making connections
Schuster/Paula Wiseraan Books Then, after lunch, Natasha notices a doll sitting on B abushka's shelf...a doll - Textevidence
BabushkatellsNatasha she played with justonce when she wasa little gitl.
When Natasha playswith the doll while B abushka goesto the store for
goceties, she discoverswhy onceis enough with B abushka's doll...andfinds
outjust how titingit canbe to take care of a child who warnts everything
now.
PreK-2 Corduroyby Don Freeman This story of a smallteddybearwaitingon a department store shelf fora - Character traits
Publisher: Viking Press child’sfriendship has appealed to youngreaders generation after generation - Sequencing events
- Parts of speech

Compilation of 50 Diverse Books

Jens
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THANK YOU!

- Amanda J. Owen Van Horne,
PhD., Faculty Advisor

Jens ..
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One

Send questions or
comments to
sierrahh@udel.edu

€ S. Harris at Mahogany Books, Washington, D.C., 6/2019




References

Boutte, G. (1999). Multicultural education: Raising consciousness. Atlanta, GA: Wadsworth

Christ, T. & Sharma S., A. (2017). Five steps toward successful culturally relevant text selection and Integration. Equity in Literacy Education, 71(3), 295-

307.

Cooperative Children’s Book Center, School of Education, University of Wisconsin-Madison (Nov, 2019). Data on books by and about people of color and

from First/Native Nations published for children and teens. Retrieved February 27, 2020 from http://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/books/pcstats.asp
Davis S., L. (2016). How multicultural literature effects African American students’ literacy responses. Education Masters. Paper 329.
De La Pena, M. (2015). Last stop on market street. G.P. Putnam's Sons Books for Young Readers

Dickinson, D. K., Griffith, J. A., Golinkoff R. M., Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2012). How reading books fosters language development around the world. Child
Development Research, 2012, 1-15. https://doi.org/10.1155/2012/602807

Keats, J. E. (1962). The snowy day. Penguin Group.

Zobel-Nolan, A. (2009). What | like about me. SFI Readerlink Dist.

Jens .
Martensson - °7%° |



