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Issue
Farmers, home gardeners, agribusiness clientele, landscapers and other community members in the mid-Atlantic

region experience issues with their crops and plants and need to know what pathogen, insect, or abiotic issue

they have and what management practices to take. It is necessary to provide Extension Specialists, commercial

businesses and private citizens with fast, reliable and accurate disease diagnostics and insect and weed/plant

identification, so they can best manage disease and pest issues.

Response
In 2020, the Plant Diagnostic Clinic diagnosed 335 plant disease, insect, arachnid, plant and weed identification

samples. The majority of samples submitted, 293, were for disease diagnostics. Clientele included growers, crop

consultants, landscape and nursery professionals, extension professionals, homeowners, master gardeners and

federal and state officials. Sample results and control measures were communicated with clients in a timely

manner. Diagnostic consultants included faculty and staff specializing in entomology, agronomy, horticulture,

nutrient management, turfgrass science, soil science and plant pathology.

Impact
The Plant Diagnostic Clinic is a vital resource for Delaware agriculture and horticultural industries and the

community. People depend on this service for reliable and timely disease and pest diagnostics and for accurate

and up-to-date management strategies. Of the 335 samples received in 2020, new pests and pathogens to the

region were detected by the Plant Diagnostic Clinic: crape myrtle bark scale (Acanthococcus lagerstroemiae),

Curvularia leaf spot (Curvularia lunata) of corn, Neopestalotiopsis spp. on strawberry and Phytopythium spp. on

strawberry. Diagnostic results were shared with the National Plant Diagnostic Network, state regulatory

agencies, agricultural, horticultural and local communities as needed and through extension outreach events.

Client testimonials and replies indicated that the work done in the clinic was well-received and supplied people

with the information, tools and strategies needed to remedy their disease, pest, weed and abiotic issues.
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