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When and Where to Soil
Sample

® When observing unexplained stunting,
wilting, or death in crops.

® When planting into a field with a history
of nematodes.
In areas with prior poor performance.
In fall when nematode populations
should be at their peek. While you can
sample at any time of year, fall sampling
gives the best overview of population
diversity and density in soybeans.

Types of Sampling

® Two methods: Predictive and Diagnostic

Figure 1: Sampling pattern for predictive samples

® Predictive sampling measures the species
diversity and population density
throughout a field using representative
samples. This provides an overview for
the field.

e Diagnostic sampling measures species
diversity and population density from a
singular area of the field, typically the
edge of a hotspot or area of unexplained
stunting, wilting, or death.

Figure 2: Sampling pattern for diagnostic samples; take on the edges
of the hotspots (red) after taking a separate sample from a nearby
healthy areas (blue)



How to Soil Sample

® Collect 15-20, 1-inch diameter cores, 8
inches deep for every 20 acres and mix
well into a bag (Figure 1).

® For predictive sampling, use
representative samples of an area. These
can be collected following management
zones in the field or by following a zig
zag pattern through the field.

e For diagnostic sampling, take soil cores
from the problematic or high-risk area
and a nearby better-looking area to
compare nematode populations.

® Store samples at 50-60°F) until shipping.
Do not freeze samples or add water to
samples.
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