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University/Schools Alliance is a coalition of New Castle County public, private and Diocesan high schools and the University of Delaware working together to:


Reduce substance use among Delaware secondary school students


Create and support networks of students, parents, school and community sharing resources, strategies and support to sustain youth substance use reductions








University/Schools Alliance—Partners in Prevention  � HYPERLINK "http://www.udel.edu/usa" ��www.udel.edu/usa�











University of Delaware


Center for Drug and Alcohol Studies


University/Schools Alliance


77 E. Main Street


Newark, DE   19716





National Research Notes:


In a study in Massachusetts and Vermont, doctors screened over 2,000 12 to 18 year olds for alcohol and other drug abuse with a series of six questions during their regular checkups. Those answering “yes” to two or more –15%--were considered at risk of addiction. Among those who were seen for illness or injury, 30% were found to be at risk.





From Jointogether.org








	Contact Us:


Roberta Gealt, Project Manager  	


Phone: 302-831-3204


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:basha@udel.edu" ��basha@udel.edu�


Mary Perno, Project Coordinator	 


Phone: 302-831-4470


         Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mperno@udel.edu" ��mperno@udel.edu�


                    � HYPERLINK "http://www.udel.edu/usa" ��www.udel.edu/usa�


Registration by phone or online








Upcoming events:


Coalition Meetings:


	January 23, 2008 3:30 Location TBA


Parent Chats:


	January 24, 2008 6:00 Padua Academy


“Navigating the Rites of Spring—Spring Break through Graduation Parties”


Other Trainings: 


TBA








University/Schools Alliance is a federally funded Drug-Free Community (Office of National Drug Control Policy and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Center for Substance Abuse Prevention. Data from the 2006 Delaware School Survey, University of Delaware, Center for Drug and Alcohol Studies











In the past year, among Delaware public school 11th graders:


One in four smoked cigarettes 


Two in three drank alcohol, and one in four binge drank in the past two weeks


One in three smoked marijuana


One in five abused prescription or over-the-counter medication





These students report lower grades, more problems with parents, teachers and other students, and greater involvement in other high risk behaviors.


Of those 11th grade Delaware students who report current drinking, in the past year one-third have been to a party where parents bought alcohol for the kids, two-thirds have been to a party where there was alcohol and no parents present, two-thirds have had someone over age 21 buy alcohol for them, one-third took alcohol from a house without permission, and almost one-fourth took alcohol from a house with permission (only 5% tried to buy alcohol with a fake ID).


This information comes from the Delaware School Surveys done in Delaware public schools each year by the University of Delaware Center for Drug and Alcohol Studies.











What does usa Do?


Educate legislators and other decision-makers about the extent and costs of student substance use—how it affects students, families, communities and Delaware taxpayers


Provide information to Delaware students and school staff  through speakers and health fairs


Provide presentations to school administrators, faculty, and parent groups concerning Delaware student risk behaviors—why we think these behaviors are “deviant” but students call them “normal”


Train students in grades 5-12 in the On Applebee Pond program, so that they can bring the prevention message to students in grades K-3 through puppet shows with research-based scripts and professional quality puppets and stages.


Provide opportunities for parents to hear and speak with experts and each other through Parent Chats and other support programs 


Provide current information on events, research and resources through our newsletters, fact sheets,  list-serve and website � HYPERLINK "http://www.udel.edu/usa" ��www.udel.edu/usa� 
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