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Abstract

Four large sections of introductory psychology participated in a test of personal response systems (“clickers”).  Two of the four sections used clickers daily to answer multiple choice quiz questions for extra credit; the other two sections did not.  Exam scores were significantly higher in clicker sections for three of eight exam comparisons, marginally higher in one comparison, and not significantly different in four.   Course evaluation items suggested that clicker sections did not feel significantly more engaged, but they were more likely to think class attendance was important.  We conclude that when clickers are used to conduct extra-credit reading quizzes, they do not enhance student engagement, but may have a small positive effect on exam scores.  Alternative pedagogical uses for clickers are suggested.    
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