THE IRISH IN THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR            by Ed McManus

     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

     When Abraham Lincoln was elected president, some Americans 

     of that time thought that with his presidency certain rights

     they were holding onto would be threatened. Their main 

     right was slavery, and it would be this that would tear 

     this country apart. With his election states seceded from 

     the United States, the first being North Carolina. Ten 

     states would follow, totaling eleven in all.   

     On April 12, 1861, the Army of the Confederacy fired shots 

     on Fort Sumpter, North Carolina in the harbor of Charleston. 

     Lincoln ordered up the military of the day. He asked for 

     75,000 volunteers for a period of ninety days.  His guess 

     was that the war would be short lived. The Civil War would 

     lead to many battles and subsequent deaths, and it would end 

     four years almost to the day with the death of our great 

     American President, Abraham Lincoln.

     Shortly after Sumpter, surnames unfamiliar at the time would 

     begin to emerge, such as McClellan, Reynolds, Meade, 

     McPherson, Shaw and Meagher, at places from Bull Run to 

     Appomattox. These were the commanders. Many of these men 

     would go on into the history of their new chosen country, 

     America, as winners of our highest medal awarded for 

     bravery. The Irish would earn a major portion of the 

     Congressional Medals of Honor issued for their moments of 

     bravery as they fought on to places that also would have 

     very unfamiliar names. 

     Ireland's boys traveled throughout the war visiting places 

     with names we as Americans hold dear such as Antietam, 

     Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, The Wilderness, Cold Harbor and 

     others. These would be the towns that they would fight and 

     die for and earn the love and respect of a fellow soldier. 

     They would die on the field of battle. Many would face the 

     hell of Andersonville Prison Camp miles from Ireland where 

     they or their parents once fled oppression and hunger.

     Soldiers such as Thomas Meagher of County Waterford, Ireland, 

     the son of a Mayor, was charged with sedition. Faced with 

     being hanged, drawn and quartered a reduced sentence for his 

     charges was now to be shipped to Tasmania by England. While 

     on board ship and off the coast of Australia, he escaped and 

     found his way to America. He organized the famed Irish 

     Brigade and led its 63rd, 69th and 88 Regiments into battle. 

     These military units were all New York based. The deadly 

     gunfire at Antietam in 1862 would cost Meagher a sixty per 

     cent casualty rate. Meagher went on to become the Governor of 

     Montana before his premature death in 1867. He won the 

     Congressional Medal of Honor.

     John Reynolds, honor graduate of West Point was a young 

     soldier in the Mexican war of 1847. His First Corps was first 

     on the scene to assist General John Buford whose cavalry was 

     in danger of being crippled by an early advance of southern 

     troops at the initial staging at Gettysburg on July 1, 1863. 

     He died shortly after his arrival there, leading his men in 

     a charge. The Iron Brigade with Meagher leading his Brigade 

     was riding right behind Reynolds.

     George B. McClellan was the soldier's general. His nickname, 

     Little Mac was given him by his troops. Considered too slow 

     to act by Lincoln, his strategy often confused the enemy 

     confederates. He would go on to run for the presidency 

     against Lincoln in 1865.

     Robert G. Shaw of Massachusetts would be the only white 

     officer given command of all black troops by Lincoln. His 

     love of his men and their cause lead him to victory as he 

     attacked Fort Wagner off the coast of Charleston, North 

     Carolina. He died at Fort Wagner along with half of his 

     men, with a bullet in the heart. Shaw won the medal 

     posthumously.

     George G. Meade would command the Union Army at Gettysburg.

     For three days his army would see more than 55,000 men on 

     both sides perish, almost the total of American servicemen 

     in eleven years in Vietnam. 

     George McPherson, a dear friend to all who knew him, died 

     on his horse after riding into Confederate troops vowing 

     never to surrender. A hero of Vicksburg and Atlanta. He too 

     was awarded the Medal of Honor posthumously. 

     The war ended on April 14, 1865. It seems so odd to some 

     people that while Lincoln's election caused the start of 

     the war, Abraham Lincoln would later die from an assassin's 

     bullet the same month the war ended. The descendants of the 

     Irish who fought in the Civil War would go on to lead 

     America through many other wars in foreign lands. Because 

     of the love they share of freedom, America remains free.  
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