PETER McGUIRE the FATHER of LABOR DAY

     The young McGuire grew-up in the teaming tenements of New York City.  He called life there as a "living  grave". Out of this rather abysmal experience was born a drive to make life better for working people. McGuire said that he wanted to see  a time that...

"the toilers income shall not be limited to the barren point of existence ...when there shall be no army of hungry idle men vainly seeking work, whose children bend above the lathe and the loom: when those who toil are the noblest in the world."

      The McGuire family was typical of many that came to America at the time of the Great Famine.  His mother lost six of her eight children to starvation and illness before coming to America. Once in New York she married another Irish immigrant John McGuire and they lived with six other families in a building really adequate  for one. In order to find regular employment, like so many Irish men,  John McGuire joined the Union Army. 


Peter McGuire learned to speak German in his mixed ethnic neighborhood, playing with other immigrant children. At age eleven he was the oldest male in the home and took various odd jobs to try to help out the family. By the age of twenty he had held a number of jobs.  Near the turn of the century  there was a depression that slowed industries and displaced many workers. By this time McGuire had become active in vocal labor projects that demanded help form the city government.


A rally that where he was an outspoken participant was broken up by the police in a bloody and brutal  battle with thousands of protesters. It was this event that caused McGuire and other young protesters to band together and form the Workingman's Party. McGuire spoke to any audience that would have him with his message that laborers must organize in order to secure fair payment for their work. He helped organized  the large railroad strike of 1877. Additionally, he lobbied for the passage of laws prohibiting child labor.  McGuire was a driving force in the establishment of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, an early construction industry union. As this union's general secretary he lobbied for the establishment of Labor Day in America. 

