JOHN McCORMACK VOICE of the CENTURY


Among the most well known and beloved of Irish immigrants to the United States was John McCormack, the concert singer. He was also an opera singer said to be as fine a vocalist as Enrico Caruso, who had called McCormack "the voice of the century." Born in a rural  county in Ireland in 1884, McCormack won a vocal competition in Dublin when he was eighteen. At the age of twenty-two he traveled to Italy and sang roles in several operas.


In Milan he studied with Maestro Vincenzo Sabatini who taught him the technical fundamentals of vocal control.  He continued to sing in Italian operas for several more years. McCormack was then to debut in London's Covent Garden. Shortly thereafter, he traveled to America as an opera singer. Later he was to sing and act in an early motion picture.


McCormack fell in love with America even as American's grew to love the tenor's rich melodious voice.   In 1919 he became an American, which saddened his British followers. However, he never stopped singing the beautiful ballads he learned as a boy in Ireland. In fact, he made more than  eight hundred records that were sold all throughout many countries of the world.  The Irish still today are proud of this native son. McCormack died in 1945. However, even today many of his recordings can be found in record stores, where recently made copies of his earlier recordings can be  purchased on  compact disks, as they continue to be very popular.

