HENRY FORD 

 
Many families driven by famine from Ireland came to America in the hope of finding labor and, if possible, some land on which to start a new life. So it was that a number of Ford cousins came here from County Cork  and bought as much cheap land as they could in the area near Dearborn Michigan. 


Young Henry was to be born here two years before the end of the Civil War. As soon as he was able he began to work on the family's farm. However, mechanical devices fascinated him and at sixteen he found a part-time job in a small machine shop. Following this he was to work in for the Edison Electric Company, where he worked hard to become the chief engineer.


In his spare time he was able to started his own small shop where he experimented with a gasoline motor. Once this was working he developed several crude gasoline vehicles he called "horseless carriages". Over the years he improved on these early designs. By 1903 he felt that he had a model that he could sell to the public.  To publicize his cars  and sell them he raced them  himself in competitions. 


Henry Ford set-up a production-line in order to make cars that could be sold at an affordable price. In 1908 the Ford Motor Company made a model "T" that sold for 950 dollars. However, with the production-line and high pay for better workers he made a version of the same model that sold for a mere 300 dollars. It is said that with the invention of the production line, Henry Ford, the son of starving immigrants,  put America on wheels.
