Blacks in the Civil War

No African-Americans served in the U.S. Army prior to the Civil War. Only citizens could join and Blacks were not considered citizens However units of Blacks were allowed to serve during the Civil War. These regiments  were made up of volunteers who fought for the North. They were both freemen of the North and escaped slaves. These units fought with great courage and valor and their impressive service was noted. .  After the war four entirely Black units regiments were created as became part of the regular U. S. Army. Still, white officers commanded these units which were the 9th, 10th, 24th and the 25th.

In 1867 the 9th Cavalry was sent to Texas and the 10th served in Kansas.  Not long after their arrival the 10th Cavalry was doing battle with Cheynne and Arapaho warriors. A notable battle took place during the summer. A 10th Cavalry party of 34 soldiers arrived to turn back a  raid on a camp of railroad workers. Many of the workers were already dead. They were swiftly surrounded by a very  force of determined warriors. The soldiers held off the warriors for over to hours; but some another attack was mounted by the Indians. The soldiers were greatly outnumbered. They held out for six hours by out maneuvering the warriors. Finally the warriors retreated the small band of Cavalry won a  victory against overwhelming odds and lost only on soldier.

 The Cheyenne gave the 10th Cavalry the name of Buffalo Soldiers. this was a name of great honor. The Buffalo wee seem as both fierce and sacred by the Native American tribes. Like the slaves of the south  the Buffalo soldier sang to express their feelings. The Blacks Units in the Union Army proved  their value and loyalty to the military.  Many  of these soldiers received medals of honor for their heroism. The first Black officer to serve was Henry O. Flipper A graduate of the U.S Military he served with honor. He resigned after a dispute Henry Flipper went on to become a mining engineer in the West. Later he was appointed to a high government office. 
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