Executive Summary

Today, cities such as New York, Washington, D.C. and Philadelphia are entertainment sites with thriving nightclub-centered leisure economies, where youth and young adults interact. Nationally, at least two nightclub-based subcultures have emerged in the urban corporate entertainment industry: the hip-hop (HH) scene and the electronic dance music (EDM) scene. Both cater to youth and young adults from diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds (Bennett 2001). The phenomenon has brought renewed resources (in terms of businesses, tourism, and service sector employment) to American cities. However, in addition to the socio-economic benefits, the growth of a nightclub-centered leisure industry has also resulted in a number of social problems.

Currently, media accounts suggest that nightclub events might be “hot spots” of criminal activity, characterized by alcohol use and abuse, illicit drug using and selling, and physical and sexual assault. News reports and other anecdotal information have surfaced about dangerous and illegal activities related to the EDM and HH scenes in major metropolitan areas.  Reports from New York (Berkey-Gerard 2001) cited death, overdose, violence, and murder among club drug users at nightclubs. In addition, Holmberg (2001) claims that drug using and selling takes place at most nightclubs and restaurants catering to young adults in major U.S. cities. This phenomenon also exists abroad, in nations such as England, which also has a thriving youth-oriented leisure economy. Chatterton and Hollands (2002:102) have noted that “mainstream nightlife culture continues to be awash on a sea of alcohol, with heavy circuit drinking, vandalism, and violence still commonplace.”

Nightclubs housing HH and EDM events have come under scrutiny by local, state, and federal authorities as being noisy, socially disruptive breeding grounds for drug use and sales, as well as sites conducive to violent crime such as sexual and physical assault (Johnson 2001; Mosler 2001; U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Juvenile Justice 1994; Valdez 2002). As such, activities occurring at nightclub events have the potential to impact both local economies and the criminal justice system. While scholars have begun to investigate such phenomena more recently, generally speaking, empirical investigation of the urban nightclub economy has been scant. In addition to the lack of empirical research, an important theoretical question centers on whether previous work on the alcohol-drugs-and crime (ADC) connection can be of use in understanding the various problems among youth and young adults in the contemporary urban leisure economy.
Criminological research examining the ADC+V relationship has most often focused on low-income individuals at risk for exposure to myriad illicit activities residing in transitional, socially disorganized neighborhoods (Goldstein 1985; Goldstein et al. 1989).  In other words, research on the relationship between drugs and crime has most often focused on street-level, inner-city crime in residential locations. It has not been studied in alternative social contexts, such as bars and nightclubs.  The failure to investigate the drugs-crime connection in social contexts other than urban residential areas, or in open drug markets on city streets, constitutes one of the main objectives of this study. Subsequent findings and theoretical innovations are potentially promising for several other problematic social contexts: locations that heavily cater to tourists, university life and college parties, concerts and other public and private leisure venues and activities.  

There have also been important changes since the 1980s, when Goldstein’s seminal work was conducted, that might alter the drugs-crime relationship.  In particular, the crack-cocaine “epidemic” has subsided, while new drug use trends have emerged (Golub and Johnson 1999). As mentioned earlier, two of the most prominent new trends are 1) club drug use among middle class white youth and young adults who associate with the rave and EDM scene, and 2) marijuana and alcohol use among black youth and young adults from diverse socio-economic backgrounds, who favor hip-hop and rap music (Golub and Johnson 1999; Golub, Johnson, and Dunlap 2005). Regrettably, such changes have received little attention in theoretical and empirical work addressing the ADC connection.

Objectives
This report explores how the cultural ethos, behavioral norms, activities, and individual and group identities (subcultural phenomena), inherent to the electronic dance music (EDM- trance, house, and techno music) and the hip hop/rap (HH) nightclub scenes in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania impact the relationship between alcohol, drugs, and crime, with additional attention to victimization (the ADC+V relationship). The subcultures surrounding these musical genres are disparate and have been linked to diverse social problems, including alcohol and illegal drug abuse, criminal activity and victimization. This understudied, but increasingly popular social phenomenon has the potential to expand the scope of the drugs - crime debate to settings and populations not previously studied, and also to account for increasingly salient issues in contemporary society.
We also elaborate on how the ADC+V relationship varies by two dimensions: the demographic make-up of participants (e.g., race/ethnicity and gender) and their involvement with and commitment to the subcultures surrounding the respective nightclub scenes. This second dimension establishes a typology or profile of EDM and HH fans, which can be used to advance both an academic understanding of this important youth culture phenomena and produce effective prevention or intervention strategies to circumvent personal and social consequences. The main research questions were: 1) what are the patterns and meanings of drug and alcohol use among participants in these settings and what consequences arise from them?  2) What are the patterns of criminal activity among participants and how are they experienced?  3) What are the patterns of victimization among participants and how is victimization experienced?  How does victimization differ from that documented in other settings of criminological interest? 4)  What is the nature of the relationship between alcohol, drugs, crime, and victimization and how do the subcultural phenomena associated with these scenes impact it? 5)  How do extant theoretical frameworks fare in explaining the ADC+V link among the diverse groups of participants in both nightclub settings?  
Methodology
This study utilized a multi-faceted ethnographic approach, featuring in-depth interviews and ongoing e-mail communications (for six months) with 51 diverse participants (the unit of analysis) in the electronic dance music (EDM) and hip hop/rap (HH) nightclub scenes in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It was triangulated with direct observation of 33 club events, nominated by respondents to provide important cultural and organizational or structural information of the EDM and HH events.  
Findings in Brief
· Six major kinds of crime and victimization at EDM and HH nightclub events were uncovered: illegal drug use (marijuana, ecstasy, cocaine, crystal methamphetamine, miscellaneous hallucinogens, and prescription drugs-narcotics), illegal drug sales (mostly club drugs but also cocaine and marijuana), property crime (theft of personal effects), vandalism (major and minor inside and outside the clubs), physical assault (minor and major), and sexual assault and harassment (both major and minor varieties).  
· The six crime and victimization types were not evenly distributed across music scene (HH or EDM), by type of club event (commercial or underground), nor were they equally experienced by clubbers therein.  

· Drug use was more prevalent and serious (i.e., types of drugs used) at commercial EDM events, while alcohol abuse was most serious at commercial hip hop events.  

· Drug dealing was more common at EDM events of all kinds, but occurred at other events as well.  

· Physical and sexual assault (all kinds) were, by far, more common at commercial events, with hip hop events being the most problematic.  

· Property crime and vandalism were slightly more likely to happen at EDM events.  

· Certain clubbers were more at risk for some crimes and victimization than others.  Males reported committing all types of crime more often than females and for some crimes, there were also gender differences in victimization rates (e.g., physical and sexual assault).  
· The most prominent race or ethnicity pattern found was the increased likelihood of physical assault at race-segregated parties.  However, we also found that racial insults- mostly of minorities by whites-- instigated some violence as well.    
· In addition, we also discovered that theory about the drugs-crime connection will not apply equally across crime and victimization type.
· With regard to alcohol and drug use at nightclubs, people define alcohol consumption – and even over consumption – as a normal part of the clubbing experience, even if they did not normally drink very much.  Binge drinking was rampant and aided by alcohol promotions and related gimmicks by the establishment.
· While moderate to heavy alcohol use was a behavioral expectation at both EDM and HH events, the levels of consumption were also contingent on the type of club – that is, whether it was a commercial or underground event at the venue. In general, binge-drinking and alcohol abuse was far more common at commercial events than at underground ones.
· There was also indication that alcohol consumption was heavier at commercial HH events than at commercial EDM or underground EDM or HH parties.
· Excessive alcohol use was often encouraged by clubs. Alcohol promotions and drink specials functioned to increase alcohol consumption, and were often reasons that people chose certain club events.
· Occasionally, routine alcohol consumption at events – both underground and commercial ones – resulted in negative experiences for the respondents. These most often included blackouts, hangovers, vomiting and nausea, employment difficulties such as missing work, and occasionally legal consequences, such as arrest for drunk driving.
· When respondents offered sentiment about gendered patterns of drinking, people claimed that men and women drank differently. One difference was less alcohol consumption by females or similar alcohol consumption by both males and females but females suffering more consequences.
· With respect to race, white males displayed higher “binge-drinking” levels of alcohol consumption.
· Use of marijuana in both the context of the club scene (both HH and EDM) and in the everyday lives of the participants was widespread and normalized. 

· There were no significant race or sex differences with respect to the consumption of marijuana, although use of it was more commonly reported among HH respondents. 

· Marijuana use was often “discouraged but tolerated” by clubs, as long as patrons were discrete. Other club events allowed marijuana consumption outright. 

· While excessive marijuana use was a normal part of the club scene, it was not associated with the aggression or sexual problems as alcohol often was. 

· Use of ecstasy, cocaine, and other drugs was far more common at commercial club events in both the EDM and HH scenes. 

· Some respondents in both scenes reported that cocaine use was becoming a normal part of the clubbing experience. 

· Unlike marijuana, however, excessive use of cocaine was typically stigmatized – both by those who used as well as those who witnessed its use. 
· Ecstasy use remained part of the EDM scene, but again, it was far more common at commercial events, one-offs, or annual “corporate rave” type events. Surprisingly, ecstasy had made some inroads into the commercial and underground HH scenes. 
· Most respondents reported witnessing drugs like ecstasy, marijuana, cocaine and crystal methamphetamine being sold at nightclub events, although most respondents bought their drugs prior to the event.  

· Most respondents bought their drugs from friends or close associates operating informally and on a small-scale.   
· Small-scale, intimate, and informal drug-selling activities are difficult for law enforcement and club staff to detect and diffuse.

· Respondents reported being the victims of property crime more often than perpetrators of it and the most frequently reported type of property crime victimization was minor theft (i.e., jackets and other personal affects like bags, purses, and clothing had been stolen at both HH and EDM club events).
· When the respondents did report committing property crime, it was most often minor acts of vandalism, with graffiti being the most common.  Males reported engaging in graffiti-based vandalism far more often than females.

· Another salient property crime pattern was major acts of vandalism.  Respondents recalled stories about smashed windows of cars or that cars were broken into with personal affects stolen.

· EDM scene respondents reported more acts of theft in all categories compared to HH scene respondents.  However, roughly the same number of respondents in both HH and EDM scenes reported witnessing and committing acts of graffiti.  In addition, there were no differences between the two scenes with respect to more serious vandalism.

· The relationship between substance use (illegal drugs and alcohol) and property crime (theft and vandalism) varied less by scene type (i.e., EDM versus Hip Hop) and more by event or nightclub type: commercial versus underground, with more crime reported at commercial events.  
· A considerable amount of minor physical assault (mostly fights with punching, kicking and biting) and a small amount of major assault (stabbings, gunshot wounds) was discovered in the nightclub setting.
· Fighting was not necessarily widespread among our respondents.  However, those who did engage in fighting seemed to do so often.
· Similar to assaults in general, physical assaults were most often committed by males.  The assaults were acts of bravado- influenced by the club’s environment– and about women or small personal affronts.  
· Fights were also more often at commercialized and larger parties, both those in the EDM and HH scenes.  However, slightly more reports about minor physical assault, and especially major assault, were at commercialized HH parties, especially those with younger crowds.  

· Some physical assault was race-related in two ways.  The first was intra-racial violence at race or ethnic-segregated parties.  This was especially the case at Asian parties or at clubs where rooms were fairly segregated by race.  A second instance was more inter-racial and had to do with racist comments and behaviors that incited altercations between clubbers.  Such comments were most made by whites to members of ethnic and racial minority groups.

· Several varieties of sexual assault victimization (SAV), of mostly females, were also discovered.  The most common form of harassment was being called a “bitch or whore” by a male after a female turned down his dancing request or sexual advance.  

· Unwanted groping or fondling of female clubbers by male clubbers was reported by nearly all of the female respondents.
· While most accounts of such groping did not escalate to more serious assault, in some instances, the groping became more violent.  

· While victims may be able to mobilize others to prevent the escalation of such incidents, male perpetrators also have support systems that encourage and help facilitate their deviant behavior and criminal offending.  
· About 1 in 4 women in our study had their drinks spiked at club events.  The frequency of being victimized by spiked drinks was lower for men.  

· The respondents reported more serious forms of SAV (rape, attempted rape, and stalking) among “friends” of clubbing buddies or acquaintance males they knew from clubbing.  They reported less serious forms of SAV (e.g., groping, verbal harassment) among random male clubbers.  
· The incidence and prevalence of SAV reported varied significantly by type of nightclub scene.  Respondents frequenting commercial hip hop events catering to young (18-25) clubbers, reported a higher incidence of SAV, followed by commercial dance music parties within the same age group.  
· Two major subculture or social context-type concepts were found to impact the alcohol, drugs and crime connection in ways not previously considered.  The first is commonly referred to as the party’s vibe and the second is the club’s social organization.  

· We found two major types of vibes: (1) commercial or mainstream and (2) independent or underground.  An event’s vibe clearly helps define a party and it is also a significant predictor of the kinds of behaviors that take place therein and who it is likely to attract.  

· A party’s vibe allows prediction what kinds of deviant behaviors are likely to occur at an event.  It also shapes the nature of the drugs-crime connection.  

· A nightclub’s social organization is second concept that impacts the alcohol, drugs, and crime connection at nightclub events.  The club’s physical layout and use of space, its attendance-level and capacity, its staff responsibilities and operational style, and its use of drink specials (or contests) and entertainment props or gimmicks (e.g., scantily clad female dancers) are important determinants of the party’s social context and influence clubber’s deviant behavior or victimization.  It provides environmental opportunities for the ADC+V link to materialize.  
· Three major areas of policy implications are relevant for several types of agencies and the administrators and practitioners who work at them.  

· The first area is for law enforcement—with a focus on mostly public police forces rather than private security firms.   

· A second area of recommendations are for private nightclub and bar owners to provide their clientele with a safe clubbing experience while reducing their liability- civil and criminal. 

· Third are educational and prevention-oriented suggestions for clubbers themselves.  

· The discoveries of this study remind us that nightclubs are important settings for deviance, crime and victimization.  Problems happen while the nightclub is open and hosting a party and after it closes, when people leave it.  

· Another important revelation is that social context is an under-studied unit in criminological inquiry, yet it is a strong influence on behavior.  
