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Objectives.  The project’s objectives are to explore how the cultural ethos, behavioral norms, activities, and individual and group identities (i.e., subcultural phenomena), inherent to the electronic dance music (EDM- trance, house, and techno music) and the hip hop/rap (HH) nightclub scenes in Philadelphia, impact the relationship between alcohol, drugs, and crime, with additional attention to victimization (i.e., the ADC + V link) and to elaborate on how the ADC+V relationship varies by two dimensions: the demographic make-up of participants (e.g., race/ethnicity and gender) and their involvement with and commitment to the subcultures surrounding the respective nightclub scenes.  


The study utilizes a multi-faceted ethnographic approach, featuring in-depth interviews and ongoing e-mail communications (for six months) with 50 diverse participants (the unit of analysis) in the electronic dance music (EDM) and hip hop/rap (HH) nightclub scenes in the Philadelphia metropolitan area.  It will be triangulated with direct observation of 24 club events, nominated by respondents to provide important organizational structure information of the EDM and HH events.  Resultant products include peer-review and conference papers, methodological tools (interview guides and surveys) for future investigation, electronic resources (e.g., web pages and power point presentations) for widespread dissemination of the research findings, and recommendations for policy-makers and practitioners.


Preliminary Findings.  A few significant patterns have emerged so far, which bare directly on the project’s objectives.  First, our interviews reveal several types of crime and victimization we did not anticipate.  These include property offenses such as vandalism, both inside and outside of nightclubs (e.g., graffiti, keying of cars, tire-flattening, and destruction of club property) and attempted sexual victimization (e.g., GHB spiked drinks).  Males were especially likely to report having seen or participated in graffiti-related vandalism and damaging club property.  Both males and females reported seeing and/or participating in car vandalism.  This was especially problematic at hip hop events, but it also was reported at EDM events.  Several females reported having their drinks spiked with GHB by males and males we interviewed also told us they knew of females who have had their drinks spiked at both EDM and HH events.  


Most of the crime and victimization experiences were related to the consumption of alcohol, in both the psycho-pharmacologic way and in new ways consistent with the common cause paradigm.  We have adjusted our interview guide and follow-up surveys to accommodate these discoveries and we plan to have much to say about them in our written and electronic products.  


Other types of crime and victimization, which we anticipated, have also been revealed.  For example, we learned about drug selling at both EDM and HH events via our interviews and direct observation.  However, the drugs sold these events vary.  At EDM parties, our data collection reveals ecstasy, crystal methamphetamine, and cocaine are the most common drugs sold.  For the most part, these drugs are sold by males, although drug purchasing outside of nightclubs by our respondents has been from female dealers as well.  At a recent EDM event where we conducted direct observation, we found drug sellers offering women drugs at dramatically reduced prices.  Thus, women clubbers may be at greater risk for drug use than their male counterparts.  Still, those who consume drugs at club events most often purchase their drugs from a friend outside of the venue.  This is the case for both EDM and HH events and fans.  Hip Hop events have sometimes featured marijuana selling and consumption.   We have observed this first hand and have heard our respondents confirm it as well.


Theft of personal items (handbags, backpacks etc) and underage drinking are the most common types of crime reported so far.  Others include weapons offenses (especially in Hip Hop clubs), sexual harassment of females by males, and illicit drug consumption.  Also, we have uncovered drug diversion among our respondents, i.e., they have obtained licit drugs illegally and use them for reasons other than specified by a physician.  Some take these at or before club events as part of their clubbing experience.  Others report abusing them outside the club venue, at times, to address some of the negative side-effects of clubbing, e.g., depression, acute illness etc.


We are finding many other kinds of problems– health and social– that could potentially impact private and government agencies as well as society in general.  Most of these are health-related and many of the products produced in this study will include a description of them, what causes them and how they vary by type of event and clubber demographics. 


We have also discovered harassment (verbal abuse inside and outside the club venue and stalking), attempted sexual assault (e.g., spiked drinks and attempted rape), and sexual assault (e.g., inappropriate and unwanted groping or fondling) of female clubbers by male clubbers.  We have also heard about physical assault (e.g., pushing, hitting) of women by men and among men over women.  Perpetrators of this victimization are both known and unknown to female victims.  The victims report both short-term and lasting mental and physical health effects from this victimization, including fear, depression, and stress and injury, illness, and disease (especially sexual- HPV and other STDs).  


While our work has uncovered these disturbing victimization experiences, we are conducting qualitative analysis of our data at this point in time to ascertain patterns of victimization and health consequences or the causal factors that drive them.  However, our interviews and direct observation will likely provide us with a conceptual model to further investigation (see below). This model will likely combine environmental and situational factors with more micro-level individual ones.  


Given our impressions of our data thus far, we speculate that a nightclub event’s cultural ethos (i.e., the type of scene it creates and its norms) and its social organization (physical space, staff/security style and deployment, and event promotion), attract and influence a typology (e.g., by clubbing motive and gender, race, class background) of diverse clubbers’ and their alcohol and drug consumption, which in turn, impacts sexual victimization and health consequence.  At this point, we have no definitive casual direction, but we have some sense that the more structural factors (cultural ethos and social organization of the club event) are mitigated OR aggravated by the more motivational factors of clubbers typology and their drug and alcohol consumption.  


For example, in our work, we have found that nightclub deviance is differentially distributed by the event’s cultural ethos, i.e., whether it is a commercial or underground hip hop or electronic dance music scene.  This is because the cultural ethos both attracts diverse types of clubbers and calls for different identity markers and behavioral norms.  To further elaborate, we have conceptualized and outlined our first paper documenting diverse masculinities (loyalists, showmen, regular guys, and macho men) in club settings and deviant and criminal behaviors.  We have found these masculinity types differentially distributed across commercial and underground HH and EDM events.  When certain types of clubbers converge in certain scenes, varied types of levels of sexual victimization result.  This could amount to an advanced understanding of the criminological theories of routine activities, “hot spots” analysis, and the drugs/violence nexus.






