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PENITENTARIES

TWO COMPETING MODELS

1. THE PENNSYLANIA MODEL

 “SEGREGATE” SYSTEM

 SOLITARY CONFINEMENT; REMAIN IN CELL ALL 
TIMES

 EMPHASIS ON INMATE ABILITY TO REFLECT ON 
CRIMINAL PAST AND GAIN SPIRITUAL INSIGHT

 NO TALKING TO OTHER INMATES– Hooded while 
walking through prison; REDUCED CONTACT

 READ THE BIBLE; REPENT

 REFORM THROUGH PERSONAL CONVERSION



COMPETING MODELS, CONT.

2. NEW YORK’S AUBURN MODEL

 “CONGREGATE” SYSTEM

 INMATES HAD NO EXTERNAL CONTACT

 INMATES HOUSED IN SMALL CELLS AND CONFINED 
ON THE SABBATH AND DURING NON-WORKING 
HOURS

 INMATES LABORED IN FACTORY-LIKE SHOPS DURING 
WORKING HOURS

 INMATES PROHIBITED FROM TALKING TO OTHER 
INMATES

 REPENTENCE AND REFORM THROUGH HARISH 
LABOR AND EXTERNAL DISCIPLINE



 Q: WHICH PRISON SYSTEM BECAME  THE 

MODEL FOR FUTURE PRISON DEVELOPMENT?

 A: NEW YORK’S AUBURN SYSTEM



KEY TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

 JAILS- LOCAL INSTITUTION DESIGNED FOR 

OFFENDERS WHO ARE SERVING SENTENCES 

LESS THAN ONE YEAR, HOUSING MINOR 

OFFENDERS, AWAITING TRIAL OR 

SENTENCING



 REFORMATORIES-

 INSTITUTIONS WHICH HOUSE YOUTHFUL OFFENDERS 

(FELONS) OFTEN BTW THE AGES OF 18-25

 Correctional Facities-

 A STATE OF FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION FOR 

INCARCERATION OF OFFENDERS FOR TERMS OF ONE YEAR OR 

MORE

1. MINIMUM SECURITY

2. MEDIUM SECURITY

3. MAXIMUM SECURITY 



JAILS

PURPOSES—

 RECEIVE INDIVIDUALS PENDING ARRAINGMENT, 
AWAITING TRIAL, CONVICTION, OR SENTENCING

 READMIT PROBATION, PAROLE, AND BAIL BOND 
VIOLATORS

 HOLD MENTALLY ILL PERSONS PENDING THEIR 

MOVEMENT TO APPROPRIATE HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

 HOLD INDIVIDUAL FOR THE MILITARY, FOR PROTECTIVE 

CUSTODY, FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT



 RELEASE CONVICTED INMATES TO THE COMMUNITY 
UPON COMPLETION OF THEIR SENTENCE

 TRANSFER INMATES TO FEDERAL, STATE, AND OTHER 
AUTHORITIES

 HOUSE INMATES BECAUSE OF OVER-CROWDING OF 
THEIR FACILITIES

 COMMUNITY BASED PROGRAMS



 Q: What is one of the leading cause of death 

in jail?

 SUICIDE

– (natural causes is the other)



TYPES AND DEFINITIONS

-- MINIMUM SECURITY 
 LEAST SECURE FACILITIY THAT HOUSE WHITE 

COLLAR AND NONVIOLENT OFFENDERS, MAINTAINS A 
FEW SECURITY MEASURES AND HAS LIBERAL 
VISITATION POLICIES

-- MEDIMUM SECURITY 

LESS SECURE FACILITIY THAT HOUSES MAINLY 
NONVIOLENT OFFENDERS, MORE CONTACT WITH OUTSIDE 
WORLD THAN MAX., AND PROGRAMS

-- MAXIMUM SECURITY PRISON
 MOST SECURE FACILITY THAT HOUSES DANGEROUS 

FELONS AND MAINTAINS STRICT VISITATION POLICIES



MINIMUM SECURITY FACILITIES

 MAY BE: SMALL FARMS, ROAD CAMPS, OR 

FORESTRY CAMPS

 MOST LIKELY LOCATED IN RURAL AREAS

 HOUSE INMATES CONSIDERED NONVIOLENT, 

LOW ON INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL RISK (NO 

ESCAPE RISK)



 FACILITIES HAVE BEEN CREATED MAINLY TO SERVE 

ECONOMIC NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY

 MOST FACILITIES DO NOT PROVIDE EDUC., 

VOCATIONAL, OR COUNSELING- LIKE SERVICES OTHER 

THAN WORK



MEDIUM SECURITY FACILITIES

 LARGEST NUMBER OF FACILITIES 

 EXPOSES INMATES TO A VARIETY OF PROGRAMS 

INTENDED TO HELP THEM BECOME USEFUL MEMBERS 

OF SOCIETY

 PREDOMINANTLY CONSIDERATION IS SECURITY:

– PERIMETER SECURITY IN THE FORM OF MASONRY WALLS, 

DOUBLE CYCLONE FENCES

– ELECTRONIC DEVICES AND GUARDS



MAXIMUM SECURITY FACILITIES

 FACILITIES ARE GEARED TO THE FULLEST POSSIBLE 

SUPERVISION CONTROL

 SURVEILANCE OF INMATES AT ALL TIMES

 USUALLY SURROUNDED BY MASONRY WALLS, DOUBLE 

FENCES, GUN TOWERS, ELECTRONIC SENSORS, AND 

GOOD LIGHTING



 INMATES INCLUDE PERSISTENT PROPERTY OFFENDERS, 
TROUBLESOME INMATES, INDIVIDUALS CONSIDERED TO BE 
DANGEROUS BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF THEIR OFFENSES

 MAXIMUM SECURITY FACILITIES EMPHASIZE:

 HIGH PERIMETER SECURITY

 HIGH INTERNAL SECURITY

 OPERATING REGULATIONS THAT CURTAIN MOVEMENT 
AND MAXIMIZE CONTROL



By 2005, over 7 million adults in some form of 
correctional supervision





U.S. Statistics and Facts

 At least 95% of all State prisoners will be released from prison 
at some point; nearly 80% will be released to parole 
supervision.

 At 2006, 2,258,983 prisoners were under the jurisdiction of 
State, Federal facility,  or local jail.

 By the end of 2000, 16 States had abolished discretionary 
release from prison by a parole board for all offenders, another 
4 states for specific violent offenses.

 On December 31, 2001 State prisons were operating between 
1% and 16% above capacity, while Federal prisons were 
operating at 31% above capacity.


