ReadHistory II

Lesson Plan Format
The American Constitution: Origins, Interpretations, and Imact in American History

Title of the Lesson

Lesson Description (Abstract): Briefly what the students will be doing in this lesson and the understanding(s) that they will be expected to acquire. 

Rationale:  Explain why students ought to be exposed to this lesson. What is its value?  Do not just restate the benchmarks and objectives.   Use sources such as the state standards, national standards, educational research, etc. to support the rationale.
Grade: For which grade is this lesson designed?

Lesson Content:  Describe the historical content that the lesson(s) is/are designed to deliver. Your purpose here is to provide users of this lesson with the content knowledge that they will need to implement this lesson effectively.  Ask yourself: What do teachers need to know about (e.g., American history content, historical practices, etc.) in order to be able to teach these lessons?

Concepts Addressed: What historical concepts will be addressed in this lesson (e.g. change over time, cause and effect, perspective, chronology, agency, contingency etc.)? 

Benchmark[s] Addressed: Identify the Delaware benchmarks or “end of cluster expectations” that this lesson intends to target. Be sure to address benchmarks that fall within the cluster for which your lessons are intended and write out the benchmark(s) in its(their) entirety.  Benchmarks addressed should include both Social Studies and English Language Arts.

Objective[s]: What will students be able to do at the end of these lesson to demonstrate their mastery of the targeted benchmark(s) i.e. demonstrate “understanding?” The objective[s] must be clearly stated using a verb that describes an explicit action that the students will take. Additionally, your objectives must be measurable, observable, and be linked to the targeted benchmark.  Be sure to state your objectives as student outcomes, not activities in which the students will participate.  Be certain to state objectives for both literacy and history.

Assessment: How will you measure the level of student understanding? The assessment should be aligned with the benchmarks, engage students in an analysis of data, involve a two-step response, and require students to go beyond recall. Assessment should be formative and summative.  Your assessment must also assess individual student achievement and involve written responses.  Remember:  You are assessing students’ acquisition of history and literacy knowledge. 
Student vocabulary: Provide a list of key words with child definitions.

Time Required: How long will it take to complete the instructional activities described in these lessons?
Materials: What materials will a teacher need to implement this lesson? Copies of all handouts and visuals must accompany the lesson when it is submitted for evaluation.  Try to limit student worksheets to one page.  NOTE:  Do not violate copyright laws in the preparation of materials! 

Procedures: Describe in detail the steps that a teacher must follow to implement these lessons. Your steps must be numbered. Your audience consists of educators who have never used this lesson. Therefore, write the procedure section so that those who have not used it will have no difficulty following the steps.


If any steps involve the distribution of handouts, state this and identify the handouts by number and title. 

     Identify the questions that you will pose to the students as well as the answers to those questions. 

NOTE:  Be certain that your procedures describe both history (e.g. simulaton, mock trial, role play) and literacy activities.  If students must read a segment of text, do not simply state, “Students will read text.”  You need to explain what supportive strategy you will use (aligned with literacy research) to help the students read and understand their history text(s).  Round Robin Reading, or any variation thereof, may not be used under any circumstances in your lesson plans.

Closure: Describe the activities or questions you will pose to students to draw students attention back to the objectives of the lessons.  

Bibliography [Annotated]: List the books, readings, websites that will be used in this lesson. You must annotate  the bibliography i.e. include a brief description of the content of the source and your rationale for its selection.  Include high quality children’s literature, websites, and primary sources in your bibliography.  If an item might be difficult to obtain (e.g., a primary source), please explain how/where teachers might find it.  

Additional Requirements:

· Lessons must be typed.

· One copy must be submitted on disk [Microsoft Word if possible].

· Number the pages.

· Include copies of assessments and any handouts. Handouts must be numbered and titled for easy identification (e.g. Handout 1).

NOTE:  The project is required to mount the lesson plans on the ReadHistory website.  Therefore, do NOT infringe on copyright laws in describing the content to be presented.  You can “adapt” materials that you wish to use i.e. modify them to the degree that they can be considered “yours” (but note that the item is “adapted from ….” Another strategy to avoid copyright violations is to provide a summary of the information and link readers to appropriate websites for more detailed information.  
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