
Political Science 432

Political System of the Post-Soviet Union

Spring 2008
Professor Stuart Kaufman

Office phone: (302) 831-1941
Office hours: 
Wed, 2:00-4:00
e-mail: skaufman@UDel.edu

Why did the Soviet Union break up?  What is going on politically in Russia?  Is Russia a democracy?  Has its economy really changed from Communism to capitalism?  How are the other former Soviet republics different from Russia?  These are the questions this class aims to answer.  You do not need any prior knowledge of Russia or of political science to take this class.
The course will begin with a brief survey of Russian and Soviet history up to the leadership of former Presidents Gorbachev and Yeltsin, to learn about the sources of the problems faced by President Putin’s Russia. We will also cover the nuts and bolts of the new Russian political system–the powers of the President, the role of parties and of the legislature, public attitudes, and so on.  Next we study the biggest problem Russia faces: fixing an economy that hit bottom a few years ago after a downturn worse than America’s Great Depression.  We then move to examining how Russian politics has changed under Putin, considering topics like the war in Chechnya and the fate of the oligarchs.  The last unit considers the “nationalities question”–the ethnic or nationalist conflicts between and within the 15 former Soviet republics.
Both readings and lectures will be essential.  On the one hand, a lot of basic and essential information is not in the textbooks, so students must come to lectures.  On the other hand, the readings still contain most of the in-depth information about “what is really going on”–which is of course what will be tested.  Readings will be discussed in almost every class session, so it is essential that students keep up.  Finally, students will be expected to follow news not only about, but also from, the region, to help them understand both current events and the attitudes of the people toward those events.  Possible sources of such news will be discussed in class.

Class activities will include lecture, discussion and videos.  Two quizzes are currently scheduled: one map quiz, and one history quiz based on the first textbook.  More quizzes on the reading may be scheduled later in the semester.  In writing the term paper, turning in three copies of a rough draft (2000-word minimum length) on time is mandatory.  Students will write peer reviews of each other’s rough drafts as part of their class participation grades.
Textbooks for Purchase
Marshall Goldman, The Piratization of Russia  
Andrew Jack, Inside Putin’s Russia
Peter Kenez, A History of the Soviet Union from the Beginning to the End, 2nd edition
Michael McFaul, Russia’s Unfinished Revolution
Grade Distribution

10%
Class participation

5%
Quizzes

25%
Midterm exam

30%
Term paper

30%
Final exam

Grading Criteria
The course will be graded on the usual 100-point scale: 93% or above=A; 90-92%=A-; 87-89=B+; 83-86=B; 80 to 82=B-; etc.  Grades on all major assignments will be converted to these percentages.  For example, a quiz might be “out of” 20 points, so earning 18 points yields the grade 18/20=90%.  All quizzes, regardless of how many are assigned, will count equally.  The class participation grade will depend heavily on completing the term paper rough draft on time (20% of class participation), and on writing peer reviews for others’ rough drafts (two peer reviews each at 10% of the class participation grade).  Short written assignments graded on a satisfactory/not satisfactory/extra credit basis will also contribute to the class participation grade, as will attendance record and participation in class discussions.  On those days when roll is called, any student not present during roll call at the start of class will be considered absent.

A grading curve may be used; if so, grades will be curved up, not down.  Typically, course grades are curved at the end of the semester but not on any specific assignment.  Curving, when it is done, usually involves lowering the cutoff for an A or A- grade so that students with a course average slightly below 90% are awarded an A-.  Grade distributions typically vary from 15% to 30% A, with most of the remainder earning B, based on the instructor’s judgment about student merit.  Grades below C are almost always the result of failure to complete major course assignments.

Cheating and Plagiarism
Please remember that cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses, and can result in an F in the course or more serious penalties.  Unintentional plagiarism due to failure to cite sources for a paper is subject to the same punishment.  Please be careful.

Schedule of Topics and Readings
2/13-15:  Introduction
A History of the Soviet Union, Chapter 1
2/18-22: Russian Revolution and NEP
A History of the Soviet Union, Chapters 2-3
2/25-29: Stalin and Totalitarianism
A History of the Soviet Union, Chapters 4-7 

2/29: Map quiz
3/3-7: Khrushchev, Brezhnev, and Gorbachev
A History of the Soviet Union, Chapters 8-10
Russia’s Unfinished Revolution, Chapter 2

3/7: Soviet history quiz
3/10-14: Gorbachev and Soviet Collapse
Russia’s Unfinished Revolution, Chapters 1, 3-4
3/17-24: Establishment of the Russian Republic
Russia’s Unfinished Revolution, Chs. 5-8
3/26: Midterm Exam
3/28: Class canceled

3/31-4/4: Spring Break

4/7-11: Economy I–The Background
The Piratization of Russia, chs. 1-5.

4/14-18: Economy II: Oligarchs and Corruption
The Piratization of Russia, chs. 6-11.

4/14: Term Paper Topics Due
4/21-25: Putin’s Russia I
Inside Putin’s Russia, pp. 1-130.

4/28-5/2: Putin’s Russia II
Inside Putin’s Russia, pp. 131-254.
5/2 Term Paper rough drafts due
5/5-9: Putin’s Russia III
Inside Putin’s Russia, pp. 255-352.

5/5 Term Paper Peer Reviews due
5/12-16: Russia’s New Neighbors I
Readings TBA

5/14: Term Paper Final Drafts due
5/19-21: Russia’s New Neighbors II: The South Caucasus
“Ethnic Fears and Ethnic War In Karabagh,” Stuart J. Kaufman, PONARS Working Papers no. 8, October 1998 (http://www.csis.org/ruseura/ponars/)
FINAL EXAM 
