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The September 11 terrorist attacks in New York and Washington fundamentally changed most Americans’ understanding of the national security challenges facing the U.S.  What remains controversial is what the U.S. should do about those problems.  What must the U.S. do to make itself secure against threats from terrorism?  What other threats are there, and how may they be guarded against?  These are the basic questions of grand strategy, which are the central questions of the course.

The course will begin by examining American grand strategy in the Cold War, especially regarding the problem of nuclear weapons—the central issue of grand strategy during the Cold War, and one of the stickiest post-Cold War problems as well.  We will conclude this section by considering contemporary nuclear issues, including missile defense and nuclear proliferation.  The next, and shortest, unit considers the domestic politics of American national security policy, with an emphasis on the politics of military spending.  The final section of the course begins with an overview of the Bush Administration’s grand strategy, then considers in detail a series of specific issues for American national security, including peacekeeping, terrorism and the war in Iraq. 

As this is a second writing requirement class, the course grade will depend primarily on performance on written assignments—primarily two papers and a take-home final exam.  Students will work on the papers (but not the final!) in groups, sharing sources and providing written critiques of each other’s papers.  Class participation grades will depend heavily on students' completion of rough drafts, and participation in group evaluations of each other's rough drafts.  Attending class and doing assigned readings will also be essential, even though there are no in-class exams, because the subject matter will need to be covered in written assignments.

The required reading for this course is sometimes in excess of 100 pages per week.  All of it must be done, carefully, before the last day of the period for which it is assigned.  Those days will include discussions of the reading.  Quizzes on the readings may be given on some discussion days.  

Required Textbooks
Daniel Benjamin and Steven Simon, The Age of Sacred Terror (Photocopy from Lieberman’s)

Richard Smoke, National Security and the Nuclear Dilemma
George C. Wilson, This War Really Matters: Inside the Fight for Defense Dollars
Source for Articles

Unless otherwise stated, assigned articles are generally available through the database Expanded Academic ASAP Plus, which is accessible on the UD library web site.

Grading Distribution

20%
First paper (6-8 pp.)

30%
Term paper (10-12 pp.)

10%
Class Participation (including paper peer reviews)

40%
Take-home Final Exam

COURSE SCHEDULE
9/3-12: National Security Strategies Early in the Cold War
Smoke, National Security and the Nuclear Dilemma, chs. 1-7.

Discussion Question: Which policy was better, Massive Retaliation or Flexible Response?

9/15-19: Nuclear Deterrence Theory

Smoke, National Security and the Nuclear Dilemma, chs. 8-11.

Discussion Question: What is the point of having nuclear counterforce capability--or is there any?

9/22-26: Nuclear Strategy during and after the Cold War
Smoke, National Security and the Nuclear Dilemma, chs. 12-16.

Discussion Question: What good did arms control agreements do, during the Cold War and after?
9/30-10/3: Contemporary Nuclear Issues
Keir A. Lieber and Daryl G. Press, “The End of MAD?  The Nuclear Dimension of U.S. Primacy,” International Security 30, no. 4 (Spring 2006): p7-44.  

Michael O’Hanlon, “Star Wars Strikes Back,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 78, no. 6 (November/December 1999), pp. 68-82 (Expanded Academic ASAP).

John Newhouse, “The Missile Defense Debate,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 80, no. 4 (July/August 2001), pp. 97-109 (Expanded Academic ASAP).
Discussion Question: How should the U.S. manage its nuclear weapons edge (both offensive and defensive) over Russia?  

10/6-10: Proliferation and Nonproliferation
Scott D. Sagan, “Why Do States Build Nuclear Weapons?  Three Models in Search of a Bomb,” International Security  vol. 21, no. 3 (Winter 1996/97), pp. 54-86.

Ted Galen Carpenter and Charles V. Pena, “Rethinking non-proliferation,” The National Interest 80 (Summer 2005): p81(5). 
Scott D. Sagan, “How to Keep the Bomb From Iran,” Foreign Affairs 85.5 (Sept-Oct 2006).  

 Discussion question: Considering countries’  reasons for wanting nuclear weapons, what should the U.S. do to prevent Iran, North Korea and others from getting them? 

10/10: First Paper Rough Draft Due

10/13-17: Policy Process I
10/13: First Paper Peer Reviews Due
Wilson, This War Really Matters, Intro., Chs. 1-6

10/17: First Paper Final Draft Due

10/13-17: Policy Process II
Wilson, This War Really Matters, Chs. 7-12

Discussion question: Which model best explains the U.S. defense budget—the rational actor, bureaucratic politics, pluralist or elitist model?
10/20-24: The U.S. Grand Strategy and its Critics

George W. Bush, “The National Security Strategy of the United States of America,” September 2002 (http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nss1.html.

John Lewis Gaddis, “A grand strategy of transformation,” Foreign Policy (Nov-Dec 2002): p50(8). 

G. John Ikenberry, “America’s Imperial Ambition,” Foreign Affairs vol. 81, no. 5 (September/October 2002), pp. 44-60.

Sherle R. Schwenninger, “Revamping American  grand  strategy,” World Policy Journal 20, no. 3 (Fall 2003): p25(20). 
Discussion Question: What are the pros and cons of the Bush national security strategy?

10/27-31: Force Without War or Armies?

Richard Betts, “The Delusion of Impartial Intervention,” Foreign Affairs vol. 73, no. 6 (November/December 1994), pp. 21-34.

Charles Dobbie, “A Concept for Post-Cold War Peacekeeping,” Survival, 36, no. 3 (Autumn 1994), pp. 121-148 (Electronic Reserve).

P.W. Singer, “Corporate Warriors: The Rise of the Privatized Military Industry and its Ramifications for International Security,” International Security 26, 3 (Winter ‘01/02).
Discussion questions: What should the role of peacekeeping in US grand strategy be?  Does the growth of the “corporate warrior” industry hurt or harm U.S. security?
10/31 Term paper topics due
11/3-7: Terrorism I
Benjamin and Simon, The Age of Sacred Terror, chs. 1-3.

Caleb Carr, “Terrorism as Warfare: The Lessons of Military History,” World Policy Journal, Winter 1996 v13 n4 pp.1-12.

Discussion Question: How important is Islamist ideology in causing terrorism by al-Qaeda and similar groups?
11/10-14: Terrorism II
Benjamin and Simon, The Age of Sacred Terror, chs. 4-6.

Robert S. Leiken, “Europe's Angry Muslims,” Foreign Affairs 84.4 (July-August 2005).

Discussion Question: Besides ideology, what does a terrorist group need to operate, and how do groups like al-Qaeda satisfy those needs?
11/14 Term paper rough draft due
11/17-21: Counterterrorism
11/17  Peer Reviews due 

Benjamin and Simon, The Age of Sacred Terror, chs. 7, 11, 12

Bruce Riedel, “Al Qaeda Strikes Back,” Foreign Affairs 86.3 (May-June 2007). 

Discussion Question: What are the obstacles to effectively stopping al-Qaeda terrorism?
11/24-26: Counterterrorism vs. Civil Liberties
11/24: Term paper final draft due
Nancy Baker, “National Security versus Civil Liberties,” Presidential Studies Quarterly, vol. 33, no. 3 (September 2003) 547-567.
12/1-5:  Iraq War
Daniel Byman, “Constructing a Democratic Iraq: Challenges and Opportunities,” International Security vol. 28, no. 1 (Summer 2003), pp. 47-78 (Project MUSE).

James D. Fearon, “Iraq's Civil War,” Foreign Affairs 86.2 (March-April 2007): 
Andrew F. Krepinevich, Jr., “How to Win in Iraq,” Foreign Affairs vol. 84, no. 5 (September/October 2005), pp. 87-104.
Stephen Biddle, “Seeing Baghdad, Thinking Saigon,” Foreign Affairs vol. 85, no. 2 (March/April 2006), pp. 2-14.

Discussion question: What do you think “success in Iraq” would look like, and what are the prospects for it?
12/8-10: Strategy Toward the Middle East 
Michael Scott Doran, “Somebody Else’s Civil War,” Foreign Affairs vol. 81, no. 1 (January/February 2002), pp. 22-42 (Expanded Academic ASAP).

Richard N. Haass, “The New Middle East,” Foreign Affairs 85.6 (Nov-Dec 2006) (Expanded Academic ASAP). 

Ray Takeyh, “Time for Detente With Iran,” Foreign Affairs 86.2 (March-April 2007)

Discussion question: What should the U.S. do to improve its relations with the Muslim world -- or is it worth trying?
12/10  Pick Up Take-home Final Exam

12/15  Take-home Final Exam Due

Learning Objectives
At the end of the course, students will be able to:

· Explain the implications of nuclear deterrence theory for questions of nuclear armament policy, including effects on proliferation and nonproliferation policy.

· Identify and assess the arguments for and against the grand strategy of the Bush Administration, especially as applied in the Middle East.

· Explain the motives and sources of the capability of international terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda, and assess alternative policies for addressing the terrorist threat.

