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Syllabus: The United States in the Global System

This course introduces students to the institutions, values, political and social forces that shape United States politics and thereby influences the nation’s conduct in the global system. In some respects, this is a survey course—we will cover a range of basic subjects but none in very great detail.  The course can serve as an introduction to subsequent work, either in advanced seminars or through independent study, that can explore subjects in greater detail.  It is decidedly NOT designed to serve as a preparation for comprehensive exams (that is, full literature surveys) except in so far as it helps students better understand U.S. conduct in the global system.

Topics to be covered will include the following: constitutional foundations, Madisonian democratic theory, political culture and development, and the behavioral and institutional dynamics of United States politics (voting, elections, media, interest groups, U.S. Congress, U.S. President, courts, bureaucracy).  In addition to assigned readings, students should plan to follow current news of American politics closely throughout the semester as a way to illustrate subjects covered in class.
Almost every year offers interesting developments to follow in American politics.  2008 is no exception.  Of particular current interest is the 2008 presidential election contest, continued showdowns between Congress and the President over Iraq policy, the operation of  divided government with its potential for deadlock, the reappearance of substantial federal budget deficits and the threat of recession, the decisions of a recently-reconstituted Supreme Court, and potential debates over healthcare, environmental policy and immigration.  There will be no shortage of interesting issues and their associated politics to discuss!

READINGS: (Be sure to get the right edition!)
There are 10 books recommended for student purchase.  Several of these are “classics” of American politics, others are topical.  All are important for the seminar’s weekly discussions.  The University of Delaware Bookstore will have these available or you might want to seek them out through other sources.  This is the order in which they will be used.  (Please remember that the bookstore returns unsold books so get them early.)
Gary C. JACOBSON, A DIVIDER NOT A UNITER: GEORGE W BUSH AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, THE 2006 ELECTION AND BEYOND
Richard J. ELLIS, AMERICAN POLITICAL CULTURES
Morris FIORINA, CULTURE WAR? THE MYTH OF A POLARIZED AMERICA

Sidney MILKIS, POLITICAL PARTIES AND CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT: REMAKING AMERICAN DEMOCRACY
Martin P. WATTENBERG, WHERE HAVE ALL THE VOTERS GONE?
David MAYHEW, DIVIDED WE GOVERN, 2nd ed.
Charles O. JONES, THE PRESIDENCY IN A SEPARATED SYSTEM, 2nd ed.
Jon WESTERN, SELLING INTERVENTION & WAR
Robert DAHL, DILEMMAS OF PLURALIST DEMOCRACY: AUTONOMY vs. CONTROL
John KINGDON, AMERICA THE UNUSUAL

Academic articles and other materials assigned in the course can either be accessed via the web links in this syllabus or through the university library through JSTOR,  AcademicOneFile or electronic journals.  See the notations on the syllabus.
EXPECTATIONS:
1. Each week, some of you will be responsible for taking the lead in discussing current issues and political developments worthy of discussion for 15-20 minutes.  To get ready for this, please read a U.S. national newspaper regularly.  The New York Times and Washington Post are readily available online and CQ Weekly is another good source available on the Library Databases.

2. Everyone should come to class having completed that week’s reading assignments.  Seminars build on the collective efforts of participants to come to grips with assigned readings and discuss their content together.  That can only happen if EVERYONE joins the effort. Complete the readings, give yourself some time to think about them, and come to class expecting to participate.  Reading assignments will be manageable on a week-to-week basis to make this possible.  Some students will have special responsibilities in each class to write a reaction paper.
3. Respect the opinions of all members of the seminar, particularly those who disagree with you or whose understanding of material may be different from your own.

4. Deadlines will be rigorously observed.  Unfortunate events befall everyone in life, but getting work completed early will ensure that they are less disruptive than they might otherwise be.
REQUIREMENTS (and weight toward final grade):
1. Collaborative project– 15%  
2008 Presidential Election: Two students will work as a team to prepare a campaign briefing paper for a Democratic or Republican candidate expected to run in the 2008 presidential election.  The briefing paper will cover several topics: 
1) What is our best political strategy to win the November election, i.e., which states should we seek to win?  
2)  Which groups should we seek to bring into our winning coalition and how will we attract them?  
3) Which issues should lie at the heart of our campaign?  
Many useful sources can be found online to guide this project.  One of the better ones you are less likely to find is http://www.thegreenpapers.com/P08/
2. Weekly seminar reaction papers – 3 @ 10% each. Each student will be responsible for completing three reaction papers of 5-8 pages.  
Students will sign up for the following: 1 paper during weeks 2-6, one during weeks 8-11 and one from weeks 12-13.  To guide your reactions, I have suggested a topic for each week but you should also go beyond this basic theme.  Please send copies of your papers to me via e-mail the evening BEFORE the class meets.
3. Take-home final – 45%  This will be a comprehensive, take-home exam due at the beginning of the exam period that will require you to synthesize material from throughout the semester.

4. Weekly attendance and participation – 10%
Topics and Reading Assignments
I. Foundations
Week

1) 2/12 – The American Constitutional System


Readings:  U.S. Constitution
http://docs.law.gwu.edu/facweb/jsiegel/home/constitution.htm
printable copy at http://www.constitutioncenter.org/constitution/
Federalist Paper #10 http://www.foundingfathers.info/federalistpapers/fed10.htm
      Federalist Paper #51
http://www.foundingfathers.info/federalistpapers/fed51.htm


      Second Inaugural Address of George W. Bush

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2005/01/20050120-1.html
Robert A. Dahl, “What Political Institutions Does Large-Scale Democracy Require?” Political Science Quarterly, Volume 120, Number 2, Summer 2005 , pp. 187-197(11) (library subscribes to electronic journal)
Using Dahl’s criteria, just how democratic is the system set up under the U.S. Constitution?  Are there democratic elements missing?  If so, which ones?

2) 2/19 – The contemporary political context

Reading: Gary C. JACOBSON, A DIVIDER NOT A UNITER: GEORGE W BUSH AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, THE 2006 ELECTION AND BEYOND (entire)

Each president leaves office bequeathing a “legacy” to the nation and his/her successor.  In Jacobson’s view, what are the principal political challenges that the presidency of George W. Bush has left to the nation?  Do you agree with Jacobson’s interpretation?  What are the principal policy challenges?
3) 2/26 – Political Culture

Reading: Richard J. ELLIS, AMERICAN POLITICAL CULTURES
If “culture is a prism that biases the way one experiences the world,” (175), what are the principal contending biases one finds in the American experience?  Alternatively, is there evidence that American political culture consists of a single overriding commitment to a single “prism” – liberalism?
4) 3/4 – Red and Blue? Attitudinal Polarization or Consensus?

Reading:  Fiorina, Culture War? The Myth of a Polarized America
Even if America has diverse political cultures, has it become politically polarized over the past two decades?  What is the evidence for polarization?  What is the evidence for consensus?  Which do you think is more accurate?
II.  
      Processes & Linkage Structures
5) 3/11 – Linkages – Political Parties & Interest Groups
Reading: Sidney MILKIS, POLITICAL PARTIES AND CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT: REMAKING AMERICAN DEMOCRACY
How do the roles of political parties during an era of “beltway partisanship” differ from the role of parties earlier in American history?  Why are Americans disenchanted with parties today when parties are integral to the operation of democracy?

Recommended:

Thomas L. Gais; Mark A. Peterson; Jack L. Walker, “Interest Groups, Iron Triangles and Representative Institutions in American National Government” British Journal of Political Science, Vol. 14, No. 2. (Apr., 1984), pp. 161-185 (JSTOR)
6) 3/18 – Elections & Voting 
Reading: Martin P. WATTENBERG, WHERE HAVE ALL THE VOTERS GONE?
Turnout in American elections is comparatively low both in relation to turnout during earlier political eras in the U.S. and in relation to turnout in other nations.  Why has it declined and reached such a low level?  Why has this been a source of continuing concern to political scientists?  Does it persist today? 

7) 3/25 – Collaborative Projects Due – class discussion of campaign memos on 
               the 2008 Presidential Election



Reading:
PAUL R. ABRAMSON, JOHN H. ALDRICH, and DAVID W. ROHDE The 2004 Presidential Election: The Emergence of a Permanent Majority?
Political Science Quarterly (Spring 2005) 33-57 (electronic journals)

JAMES E. CAMPBELL, “Why Bush Won the Presidential Election of 2004: Incumbency, Ideology, Terrorism, and Turnout,” Political Science Quarterly (Summer 2005) 219-241 (electronic journals)
III. 
       Institutions
8) 4/8 – Congress

Reading: Mayhew, Divided We Govern, 2nd ed.

Is divided government as detrimental to American government as most commentators assume?  Are there benefits to divided government?  What is the record of accomplishment in American politics under divided government?
9) 4/15 – Presidency
Reading: Charles O. JONES, THE PRESIDENCY IN A SEPARATED SYSTEM, 2nd ed
Louis Fisher, “Deciding on War Against Iraq: Institutional Failures,” Political Science Quarterly (Fall 2003) 389-410. (electronic journals)
Jones provides the classic articulation of why there needs to be institutional balance between the president and Congress.  Yet Fisher describes a case where that institutional balance seemed to fail.  Is this something we should always expect in foreign policy?  How can one reconcile the institutional balance perspective with the needs of presidential leadership in foreign policy?
10) 4/22 –  American Bureaucracy and Courts
Readings:

Lee Sigelman; William G. Vanderbok, “The Saving Grace? Bureaucratic Power & American Democracy,” Polity, Vol. 10, No. 3. (Spring, 1978), pp. 440-447. (JSTOR)
Wood, B. Dan, and Richard W. Waterman.  Sept. 1991.  “The Dynamics of Political Control of the Bureaucracy.”  American Political Science Review 85:801-828.  (JSTOR)
Richard K. Betts, “Two Faces of Intelligence Failure: September 11 and Iraq’s Missing WMD,” Political Science Quarterly, Volume 122, Number 

4, Winter 2007 - 2008 , pp. 585-606 (electronic journal)
The Supreme Court’s decision in Bush v. Gore

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=US&vol=000&invol=00-949
Establishing Judicial Review – Joel B. Grossman, “The 200th Anniversary of Marbury v. Madison: The Reasons We Should Still Care About the Decision and The Lingering Questions It Left Behind”

http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/20030224_grossman.html
How independent should bureaucrats and judges be in American political life?  Is their independent influence excessive or can they be held accountable?  Does reliance on experts serve the nation’s interests?
11) 4/29 – The Media, Public Opinion, and Foreign Policy
Readings:  Western, SELLING INTERVENTION & WAR
John Mueller. “The Iraq Syndrome,” Foreign Affairs 84.6 (Nov-Dec 2005): p44. (Academic OneFile)
Jeffrey M. Cavanaugh, “From the ‘Red Juggernaut’ to Iraqi WMD: Threat Inflation and How It Succeeds in the United States,” Political Science Quarterly, Volume 122, Number 4, Winter 2007 - 2008 , pp. 555-584 (EJ)
Are all presidents under pressure to engage in “threat inflation” and to mislead public opinion, or are the instances detailed in this week’s readings atypical cases?  Can the system rely upon the media to serve as a check on these tendencies?  

IV 
     Consequences

12) 5/6 – Problems with American Democracy
Reading: Robert DAHL, DILEMMAS OF PLURALIST DEMOCRACY: AUTONOMY vs. CONTROL
What features of American democracy are problematic in Dahl’s view?  Are these unique to America or problems that are more common to democracy in general?  Are there clear solutions, either in Dahl’s mind or in your own?  What kinds of reforms might be needed to accomplish such change?
13) 5/13 – American democracy in a larger context

Readings: John KINGDON, AMERICA THE UNUSUAL
Seymour Martin Lipset, “Still the Exceptional Nation?” Wilson Quarterly 24:1, Winter 2000 – (AcademicOneFile) 

Samuel P. Huntington, “Political Modernization: America vs. Europe,” World Politics (April 1966) 378-414 (JSTOR).
Piki Ish-Shalom, "The Civilization of Clashes": Misapplying the Democratic Peace in the Middle East,” Political Science Quarterly 122: 4 (Winter 2007 – 2008) 533-554 (EJ)
How readily can the American concept and model of democracy be adopted elsewhere in the world?  How important are culture and economic development to the potential for democracy to take root?  Are all nations exceptional?

Friday 5/16 – Take-home Final Exam due by noon
