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Stage 1

The following series of incidents is excerpted from articles that appeared in The New York Times in Spring 1999:

The mix-up began in April 1998 when Deborah Perry-Rogers and Donna Fasano arrived separately at the midtown offices of Dr. Lillian Nash to undergo embryo implant procedures, the follow-up to in vitro fertilization of their eggs. In the waiting room, Robert Rogers and Richard Fasano made the small talk of prospective fathers, while just down the hall a new approach to having babies proceeded without them.

One month later, Mrs. Fasano was pregnant with twins, but Mrs. Rogers had not conceived. In late May, the Rogerses were informed by Dr. Nash that a mistake had been made – some of their embryos had been implanted in another woman. At about the same time, she notified the Fasanos of a mishap in Mrs. Fasano’s implantation procedure – that she was implanted not only with four of her eggs that had been fertilized by her husband, but with at least several of another couple's embryos. 

Dr. Nash did not immediately reveal to the Rogerses the identity of the woman who may have received their embryos, nor to the Fasanos the identity of the biological parents of the embryos that were erroneously donated to them.

Questions for group discussion:

1. At this point, can the Fasanos find out if they are the genetic parents of the two fetuses?  If so, how?

2. What implications does this mix-up have for the Fasanos? For the Rogerses?

3. What questions would you ask if you were the Fasanos? The Rogerses?

4. What recourse does each of the couples have?

























