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A5 THE PEIVATE JET LANDED an rhe camvaray ar Miami Intcroaricaal Aivpoet one
Thursday atternnon, Kadio One founder and chairpersan Carky Hughes looked out
rhe wincliver at a group of mem boardimg o nearby plane. Srandimg an che tarmac in
Af—clegree hear, Hughes warched alsour 200 Bladk and brosn men in les and wnist
shivckles T led oo a prisca plane,

Just hwsaes caclice, Huglvs along wich bee soo, Alfred C Ligeens I Badio Ooe's
pucsident aod chict execurive obicer, and Scom Revsver, chic fnancial officer aod
executive vice presidenr, selehrated) wirh champapne and prayers on a jer loaned o
rhem o fiv froen Sew Yok ma comference m Maarni. Un che fighr, che chree whipped
vt cheir lapeops so they could wateh as toar cormpany sold shares v che puble, s
g 5172 plbiou: — b owest mooey gassed foong an dsitad puble offeziog (I by any
African-Arrerican company, Ther warched with joetal amazement as heir ticker
wwmbal, ROLA, anel iks opemmg price af 524 a <hare, steadily dimbed chrosngh the day.
Shortly afer 4 pan, EOT when the markets Chmed, tragdioe of Badas One's 7 mallion
shunres had soaccd some 4+ pezocad in theie fuse day of readiog. Aod Hoghes and her
i1, Who rerain 71 peroont of the sharss of voriog power berween them, wached their



personnd stake increass by 5285 million by July 1.

Thit Thursday, May & had been surreal. Thousands of io-
vestors had veed their dollazs o applosd Badis O’ 19 years of
haisd warke ard promwtls Bur more impostagtly toFlughes; invesices
weere mving she ulticnace sign of appraval for rhe visinn of tis for
wser remr mother from the hnowg peojects of Cnaha, ek

L an the custom plane palled iaro rhe gate next wethe prisnn
plane, reality set in for Hughes, The day's evests, combined with
the sight of Black rmen in prison unifociss shaclkled spgethis,
provtpoed |oghes 1 geab the kands of hee son aned her Tiancisl
atticer, The twer voemg Rlads mett i designer sits hid helped
speer the compaity Hoghes iched ne 2 rec il pulihe cHering
the pmmacle and crownimg achiesement nf iy eotegreneT's lifie.

Thien came the emesonal release She bogan o oy

=There bur for the grace of Cesd, that weas Enfended fur vou”
shie said, 1w juse umb the whule dme i Sew Yotk T oess
speechless. Bul soeing that — I susse ceied and thanked the Loro.”

Cathy Hugles speschles?

Many adjectives have been used m deszibe the nanon’s st
nrwetfis] woman m oradie, bur speechless g cever been me af
ther. Hughes is muleifaceeed, She's part sotivational speaker, paes
shitsnthropise, and all business. Her syle swings from pessionste
radica] sermunizing, # 5 Angels Duvis, 1o borom-lne management
diernesioms ol @ aavyy corporate pgocwtive, mch as Aun Fodme, pres
iderst of Kraft's Maxwell Howse and Prse dissicos. Bur omee she's
cotifoetable, Thighes' doneapor and vocal cadencs becoimes s
Farniiliar s Favorite atoror gster froen arotmnd che wey, S pro-

fr Radio Ouie's early dave, Cathy Huglres stireed ap Dsteners,

iocts the snergete and dramatic astitude teminissent of actcss Jenifer
Lewis Whitmey Houston's mom i The Preacher’s Wifel, Haghes
prides herself e bier sermons of Black empowerment, And similar
1 her friesud, Jesse Jacksom, wheee there's & catme of what she per-
cemves 48 4 hint of injusties against her people, 1hughes n there
prsoouramng her bateners m hopoatt, profess or jist be awane,
(atherme Elwsbeth Ligims Hughes bas beem basy sioee 15310,
when she and hes frrrer hushand, Dewey, masfonned 8 herom
shoodsg galiery in Washmngron, D0 e sudios o WOL, the
aation's fire Afrcu—Amercan mwned, Jd-tonr salk-radio swrion,
Adrer che eouple divorced, he muved 1o Los Angeles to weoek in mele
sisin aned she Poraines siile -::M-:u.'r&hip. She La Badia Cine mt
the nasion’s largest Black—owned radio company and the indusey's
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n er tentacles are connected
to the community and
business climate. That’s

what's qualified her....”

L FebLtughest revenue prislucer, aocording m Imside Badio, 4 group
that tracks the industry.

" fer rertacles are connecred rn the comimunity and sines Gi-
ptstes That's whiit qualified her o et the seanions.” [acksom says.
Bne lemuw funt 10 eftecrively e the mouachpiece of the mico-
shine, She luas raised the nebt ssucs and has goeten the righs
Telis,

Aitd thie reealts are heanns up Radie One's balaoe sheers, e
o cwns 25 smniones, 18 of which wess purchased sines March
1998 anther surchase is pending. Afwr losing more than 6.5
millinn e 1996 and 1997 cowbined, Radin Ore posted an
§H47,000 profic last vear. But Radio Cne's cash. flow — tho main
Sarumceer vt measure the finaocis] seremgth ol radic sranons
Z incresced to 5218 million last yexr bom 513.5 million 1
1997, Prodential Securities sstimanes. Radie Ooe's cash flow w
increase tn 532, 1 million for 199% aod 545 mitlion next jyear.,

Peiseleritin] spabver farres Mardn savs Radie One has had coe of
rhes highest adverrising revenue aod cash—foar groveth ol wuy adin
curmgLity, Using the sme numzer of satoms it owicd during e
first quarser tass year, Radio Ome’s overall ad sevemue and cash
By incressed 34 percent, while cash Aow alone incressed 56 per-
cenn, “Their stock has been 3 hig peslotmer rigne out of e
blncks, " Mirsh sars. "My sens i they will continae to do Gings.”

Indeed, Hughes and Lipgins have rheir way ol doing things,
They buy stations and repropeam chem wath gospel, talk and adule
wird voorg achelt urtre—contermporary furmate, That s a profitable
move since LB and gospel were twe of die fastest growmg geores
oof musts: last vear, sscording to the Recording Indussry Associariom
of Amcrica, whick tracks wusic sales, Also, o morease individonl
stadion rarras and cusl dow, Hoghes créated wis incentive Tacknge
tor sales mumigers, program dinscors and oo-gir pessnnalites.

[ watit b aee 12 5 one of the major players in che broadcasting
mmelastry,” she save from her spacicus, recently renovated otfice
stop hir sighr=srory broadeasiing faciling in Baltisnoee. Thie cenova
i locad most of Hughes” picoares, awsrds ad knickknaces it
storage, This day, her bookshelves duplay only her AKA mug, o
black-and-white pioruze of her mocher 25 o child and an antique
Fadin, A new, more spacious desk b oll toothe right of the affice
and waits 1o be moved in place ol her old desle, hehind which she
still s siming,

Hughes’ sryle of buying and reformatnng sutions seems 1 be
waorking, Accordiag to pecenr figeres from Arbiton, o MNew Yiark—
hassd media sesearch and matketiog firm, Badie One stadons
have the o, 1 spot and tie at Mo, 4 in-Balomere: Her too bagest
Washington, 1.0, stavens, WEYS snd WMMI, are ranked thisd
wid toarrh, respectvely, among rhe cine's 36 Arbirron-ranked st
rions. Afes Radio One surchewd WPHI i Philadelphin ot 1957,
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ow what is that, 300-
and—some radio stations

and I own 26 of them?

Something is wrong....”
== ===l == = ——— ]

“IF there’s somcthing thue needs mobe addeezsscd, Tl be thers 1
sonmoverail o poL'" she msise

There have heen tewer nods,

A necent sheow om WOL, tor exwnply, aired bsreness™ anger op
suibjects from: the Chicage shooting death of an anarmed Black
vworsan by u Blodk cop fo ahy the only Black sirtes om rhe
Wiomen's Witld Cup soccer feam, Briang Scuery, waso't votesd rhe
MVE tor blocking thw key shist by China,
thar we e in g racisr sty whers they dom™ want 1o ackeewl-
edge our ackievements, no oty how hard we wiork, ™ savs 8 caller,

L s _IIIJ!I.I_IFI-'. “IJl{hﬂ'. i'|-'r-'r|_|p|_|_-|_1 Prognunnume on ner tomir
srations o Balumere amd fmoorin D0 o debives a1 3=miniars
commentay blasuig the Marylond Genenil Asseinbl’s decson
ey exped then-srare Sen. Larry Young, an African-America, fur
whinl offcialy clled echics violations o los busines dealings, She
aniounced that e prorest, he wonld et the sste’ 3500000

delelres ir,

W have o understond

Cathy Hughes On:

SCATHONE,
and wuld listeners

Iy mo by g budldung o Maryland o relocus che 100
Hugfies called #e othics paisel 2 “lvnch mab"
ale wonldn's zocept the staes “blood memey, ™

L a 1994 conrroversy, the Latno communine blasied Hoghes
ateer hor w—uer seolding of Washington's Hlack community for
allovwing Hizpases o mnve into histosic Blud nietzhborbocsds asl
talee ever the jolw, apartmenr buildings and previoushy Black—
twmen] Fusinesecs, The situnnon, she said, was w the poms where
tesicdenes enuldn'e pase @ conser on 14ch Srreer *withow being ahle
1 buy @ tien.” Hughess insists she was complimenting te Hispanie
EMITIAILY Lor 125 inmarve, bir was classang Black tolls for gy
aparky. “Mlack folks run Black folks our of business, vt they do
busaitess woth anybody clae 2 S commuminy,

In 1986, Huphes led 3 procst agamst Ty Woskingion Fosts
Sunday mesgrang, orging listeness — her “family™ ae sl often
refers to then — to domp copics of the magaring's prember jsoe
and sbaequiziel wies on the paper’s feom stepa. The mamazine cae-
riecl o cover sty oo i Black rapper accused of mourder and a col-
winn thas sympachized with merchanes who used Busesrs b screen
wrar youmg Wlack men, Hughes was erificized by many of her fis-
teners whi smd she called ol e 1i~weele provest aver Post b
tisaer Dovadd Ceraham was a guest oo her aulle show, She disputes
rhar accouil, stvig sume lisceners waisted to heser From Gealuan,
“Inrhis day, The Washorgton Prss has hated me," she avs,

Muany indineny abservirs say ' her championing of Black cans
o b B rrade Hadin One stations se soecsssful, "Her puliseal
bedicts and comnmtment w0 the COEroty are the most Uttt
Tngs i ber lde, She has been shle o be 2 spokesperson tor causes
et sill be stoocsstul and comonue t do thar,” says William Ken-
wuirid, Pedern] Commuonicacon Commsion chaipman, =1 dim’t
thiuk she would have the kind of success as 2 business pesson she

Wirshimgion, 0.0, Mayar
Aptivony Willama: e
Faand a ot of critkcal
things froin community
FoliiEDs wWhOT | reEnesl.
AT e same Hime, vn
heart & ot of. positive
things froer indivicunis
sl entml the feanamy
ot Washeigton. 0.0, We
P B3 fis Ehe- conamy of DG, belom
sddressmy e lssues of Bress—ooe
camminity, Let's a8 pelert eng see.
‘Black Repmbffesns: Thare e @ naw bresg
af Blaick Heauslicars wham | don't think
ars tus Republicans. | think they are
st men, who fiauee T thes carme up
W e miost outregemis fites for thiem-
satlves, thiey oegome Yabtning rods aond
gat prass. Paoahe ey Ken HamGlin aor
Ammstenng Williers, | 2or't thak trey'is

Regudlicara In e Liue senge, Williarne
balks & Dieemacratis ahilsssiby aut als

timsall & Fepablizen oecsuse 1 an wem
8 Demederat he wault ba jiss anohar

edthest WY 5A apalan, | den's Uil he's

ARy Frate Mesutlcan tha Al G
Ograt Windres: The st s meas, wWhat

shie Hiza done |5 Ristoris, professionally
and perpanally, She was sman shoagh o

ﬂ'«'ﬂ her wan. She wasn't content at being
an pmploves MR & Bucd salan T tha
veiorid Coutd duplicats her, | Ehifik Black
CHICADTE (IRGETTTarL wiould be aehipe:
aciaaean bElive the new oertin:
H'qﬁhm!'ﬂhmﬂasammwhuﬂm
mixad eroians abaid bk -mntm:;nsr.u
willf thee Afnean- Amarear sermidniy, Lani
Euirior, Jasse Jagkaon, joviebn Flinm

wane all pert of ais ~kitchon® caoinet. Sut

whien ik eabiner staristo neal waard
ey lodhk for Bill Cimbng e's soma plece

cales, Fermames ranoa, | dioa's think the.

Biack sorricalty S goirg ta e that
pialves witt A1 Gore, 1 dan't sae Bill
{oorhan Ealng FICeEsy ey hetter than | for
met 0.6 Megar) Warian Bamy. Sk e
butnlly disresaecied and denigratsd Ehoir
vioves ard chiliren.

Afflrmaties sctiom: |25 sorething that 5
vary needed, E-:II:-'IuﬂhIr-E Lt sheld ri
U W perIRriant altustan, Aut e netes
SO0 IO 8 Tl it sl peried 10
aual tre pleyirg flald, & & getam agl,
R0k S0anSIMics will Cetert up.anel M
ratye actan will ni Ioager be nesded.

Stock e (narnglt ‘mentad, it

Shur, Doup tha Creaserat’ Tracks, Whst

ey di, They do inl:rv:d-.'!nh.' wiak, Thay'ra
vty Tt A st o the micsale of adic

4
=

mat als coion 'S increrhly diffeutt o il
ap Taur baers af racho time sish inklligent,
I'TfDIT'I'I‘B'ﬂfﬁ-"I'ﬂI“ﬂ-HI'I Samateres, thay
put theit fut in thair maers, The ,
Groasnman 15 arobatly uli# kicking nls own
balirid o Ridia avdiarces woukd not b
remacnshe (o 3 Btk siock ook, Things
ey say just amen't mant of oo cliturs.
Lawegar MU ained ortiziam of Der dut-of
B hllaven: 108 o amarng Acw
when surmesne breaks through the barr
ars. thara's Immesate drtitism, Hor sta-.
15 with the chiliren and thalr feihar
Ll in tha B},'E-E{!T'Gﬂd. et o wacred
than same of aur ministers L T
riexd: This sizior hag raiged e barwvith
har e and ber wirk: We reed 1o b
ﬁn'ﬂrmawmﬂmm;néf ann help

- irg her deelpg, End nat wormy about hes

parsoeial lif.

Gamgrb raps VETY MG like our pogry of
the 10608 batare tap aad |iva talk, Ha
Ufers Fave 5 (R L0 Enpress tems
aeven. Bul wien It bags ta ae sl
st and disistaldl, 1's cul of

e, Thete st oF parametens on pyey
48, Bl it fecond catpanes,

At e fpaens, 've head of srtists
baing 1old Ly recard samouties that their
TEQS wener't prafana anaugh,



bucs Bl wonckey of ahuay had beoeey s diss,™

She ko dercuned undity Somgainies for their il o prscxo
and challengod the Washngton lotery's Lok of achrermsing i Black
i, Sk e eooregcy Dirsress i doore themsoribs of Sodlirs
Fror sk caes =5 hegd aid For prople caughe n dhe oenal prcior
wvstem, ermempeney aelel mnds, support for sducition prd heattn
vauie, Durmg the cadly days of WOL, Hughes sigsposniod 3 campaign
o e LA CONTWITES WU, Themnambs of checks wah *[
Betern eas WIONL ™ swoere canoube g o Wankmustomi-a e rreschay

“Had Cathy Hughts nor 5een a Eroodom fighter, s proiehly
weunlda'n be miblic foday. Recausy whien Foia stend o3 o what
you believe m, the communis supporm yoa,'” Hughes soys telvr
el o kepwcdl i the thard poy oo Sae wias cven B eraumch sappont
er ol lotmmer 10 Mayor Marwn Barry Jdasing ke dowalall. S5
Inser depvpuncsd him wher ke pave another locs] vade iation an
AnLeEview fridt ol

*When vou speak of Cathy Heghei @ 2 bukrssssnnmer, you
benls 3 minpgone who Fu.'-.pl;:lxvrrnt 1‘.‘1!1.1‘;5]': all o af olnkscke,
social md Ersncil”™ wvs Brother Bev, 3 WOL prosdoos siioe
191, WOL, whnch bainra 0k shuen bists sach s oo Madson
frnd s Senith, proseots talk frive as Alncan-Areericus pooipective,
Thae srarion’s nhun=gopesind mantra i “informanion s power™

Highes ke i g smanger 0 sccorrpinkomnta. o 1975, sk
became what's bebieesd e be the nodoands Liee Semale poracral
UL, e wsarme] a3 wsles meahior al Howard Limioasn s
WHUR, and wan prssnoed o el manager thees e laer,
Cruing hes Rwe veaim thare, she created an evenngy foimtar of hve
woiigs e e the P Caler Seoen, " which bas been adopisd by resny
v - lormarad rasors s the ormimy,

Hughes bosted her own daily sk show on WL fram 1961
il 1965, And while daz is ielisgoiheg most of Aer dav=oo-day
antwy o |agpim, e consmees o iie Radio One 5 xi Alcan
dram 1o enenc: wid knioere e BRick cormmiomiy, =1l it going
bo chungyr exmakng, i for dheme vl oa 't have 3 voste, ™ she xps

Handimg ver the bevs 1o the son §highe becanie peesmais wath
s 16 hos Tsoen o challenge, =Tt wan leimad of lasd o por e Luith
aned vonar Fururein smeoss whoss dlapens poil wsed 1o canes, who
it dleee their poven o wiss usod 00 e e Bouie forre |
weni (ke well, “IF youa o the ey, you

hen you speak of Cathy
Hughes...you look at

someone who has per-

servered through all....”

s e sccpiod it the roscnve MEBA program s The Wharon
Schood ar il Uneversiny of Poeey bvans, §e gracessd o 1595

I s o |.|;.1r'ih' defremnd o p-:mrmhtj il'll'l!‘li,:l.m‘l:ﬂ"t‘ﬂ'“‘ ll'_rE.
=Ny reothet b the rrpae of poison wteo thank 52 Sopormeng 1o ot at
o vechbonnd and lk to eners Yos would never o me st 2
switchboard, Thae syould rakee s away bom o selephime call |
worde make e buy atether wason” he says freen his ocllular
phore whallc cnncoe oF ki frogueni Busifon ips o Sow Yodk,

Whe talicag m ber son alsowt conypany plass, Hughes — who
dhosiu L faavy @ nﬂq} d-l.-“.-.a.‘. s ol e 3 e l.h'lnw!. o
Mehiinsks & O wid Howas! Univeisty — chides ban, “Hold
oty Mlamea dido't go o Wharmn”

I wezs Liggiins” cocialon e chose Radis One"s offices @2 Wishing
oy, 10C e meome a thee Nlanyland suburb of Lanham in 1596
J'|1u|..|p,]| Huﬁhﬂ alwin hige an odfee n Landiaoy, she l'r'lfﬁdl- el b
b e in devmaren Balomore. Baig, sho sapi, ©1 b being in
the oo™

Radiny Chvie & e mom the Boud: *There's o big dilereme
berwwen row mnd sy ke 1N sansy on 42h and H, sesag ipin e
v riere sorsdowr aith 1B errplomocs, B0 almaose 30 Seatoes and slreos
TU errpcyens, | feed real pood abonr thae,” Hughal sy, [efurmmyg
wo Laggns, s savs, =My baby b now takong moy babey in a wheole Jdii-
fomcui cRnroTem.

Thers arc plani o saler Kl Oine inin

paght Iose the company,”™ she sy, Lig
gra, whe aidds with o kaogh, has™ bosz hin
kryn i 20 vears.

Th-: B 3o vy closs, A=er I|"-l.' ].l""h.:l1
etk ard s Dacow to Londeon, Pare wod
e Prench Bivlers oo opend two wieeks
relnnmie and winding doewa, “Mism o w a
perum who has bom maore cornmiuiy
o iaed,™ wiys Ligiinm, 34, ~Ske's Comgas-
asonuT abema e baminess miad Alikan
Americars striving in fae busiocs, | don't
thenk shi gt barm broadeastig stricly fir
mnnety [ | e fi3 e mrovtE Fiwoas
el ol U Bvremes o becaidomaniog, aml i
a ek aboa: the ierrical sigadicance
pnd the serugle that Atmues-Amircins
ke haal i e roadcmne bukimess.”

[.|.u:,|.|;|.| .:rnp'pl:l.]. il of e ||r||'|-lu.‘!'|i.|::|I
of the Therct of Columbia m wizk o
Ractin One. b 1984, be oo 24 5 jales
man and worked by way up to geoernl
sinaages G0 PURT. Hi locame presidis al
thee oy Fao years Baer. bn 1993 Lis

=

Radio One Properties

ETLAREAL IAM=FRE, W
SlETOM WERL B sl

CRLTIOT, AT -
WRENH AR, WIET=-AM

Pl AL LA AR

RO WA AT
ATV, IR, IR
WoLl -

o LR e B o

S LOLIG: R M

PlSH OTTON. DG R
WMRE T, Pl IWTO0-E

o A B

| orberspucc and for 2 joemi vonbare wath
Rlxk Ersertamment “Telovaion b0 program
sizr arellte raudio chuoels i 20015 foar ol
the sutees woukd cary HET peogrr
mrirg and owo would broedcaa Rasio
D', The company & alse pishing ik
o izE shown on ithe liscrmo

There shas & ik of reevegge, tboush
T won't publichy commeni. Sinoe
V2, i b e Sargy il i o
T, vt presachenit of gompel progrireTmg
[ue coie ab her Balomre sgarinns, as well as
a poapel harpel. Ske rebers m ham g her
- gvbcane utdur.”

Micamadmlc, §laghes romasns fogumeed.
=Peoplde applasid whin ' annonnoed duat
we e b Srpess B b—owrnod raste cham,
Blut wihen v woingrase us g sue |Whice]
SOPTCIEIA, VOU TE SORTriEE 26 stabons
t1r 400 stabioes,” she sy odaling wnoke
frowm her srvensh agarcize, *1wonld lilee 1o
o ik e amad devchon imbe oine al s
FLETF anitaaes Ui Droadomnng.™ B

ST W ey « UNLFCE



