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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
MALS 626 (core course): STUDIES IN TWENTIETH-CENTURY AMERICAN 
LITERATURE 
 
 This MALS seminar will examine narrative and thematic concerns in American fiction written 
after WW II and also before WW II.  The fiction will be explored against a background of 
cultural, philosophical, and literary trends.  We shall read about and discuss such concerns as the 
continuity in American literature between modern and postmodern works; myth and myth 
making for experimentation and innovation; multicultural emphasis on minority groups:  Black, 
Jew, Catholic, Women; irony; satire; the absurd. Texts include fiction by F. Scott Fitzgerald (The 
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Great Gatsby), William Faulkner (Light in August), Joseph Heller (Catch-22), Toni Morrison 
(Song of Solomon), Philip Roth (Plot Against America). Course requirements: four response 
papers (2 pages); oral reports based on two 8-10 page papers; class discussion. 
 
 


