Writing and Oral Communication Task Force

Minutes of December 16, 2002

Present:  Steve Bernhardt, John Courtright, Pam Beeman, Michael Leja, Carol Vukelich, Leila Lyons, Erin Sicuranza, Julie Demgen

Guests:  Betsy Perse, Robin Vagenas

The December 5th meeting was not held due to snow.

Robin stated that 1200 students had preregistered for COMM 312 (Written Communication in Business).  COMM 255 is for non-Business students.  Full-time faculty do not teach these courses and would rather see them contained in the departments.  TAs teach them in the spring semesters, and the costs include laptops and digital video.  John noted that students won’t take 8am or 3:30pm classes, which creates a compression problem.  The department will be trying 3 sections of 312 in Winter Session.

Betsy said that there are 2000 Business majors who need to take 312, which was originally designed for the sophomore level but is now often filled with upperclass students.  A syllabus for 312 was distributed to the task force.  She also mentioned that they have had wonderful feedback from students who take COMM 350 on Study Abroad semesters.

Michael asked about combining E110 and COMM into one 4-credit course on writing and speaking.  This is done at other institutions, notably Kent State, and John has had experience with it.  

The COMM department currently has 8 grad students and would like to have more.   Betsy and Robin agreed that the department could take the lead in training others to teach Oral Communication.

Carol had concerns with placing the responsibility for teaching communication back in the academic units and also with turning the classes over to grad students.  Michael suggested keeping the beginning level courses but reinforcing the skills in the departmental courses.  This would require resources for the faculty.  He would be willing to give up the current advanced writing course for civil engineers as it is. 

Pam expressed the need for a more integrated approach than what is now taken.   John agreed that we need to start a culture change.  Steve mentioned the $200,000 UniDel grant, which could be used for gathering benchmark data, faculty development, and a LIFE course in writing and communication.

Michael asked for a definition of what a Center for Communication would do.  Is this an expansion of the Writing Center?

John emphasized the need for publicity for our pilot projects and suggested using the Writing Fellows to help with this, whereupon Carol suggested inviting some of them to a meeting.

Next meeting  January 6, 10:30am-noon in 347 McDowell.

