
Planning Forward  

DEDE--CANCAN  

DE GEAR UPôs Final ñInningò 
In September, we will begin our 6th and final year of GEAR UP activities that are supported by the U.S. Department 

of Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Powerful Partners  

Along with continuing support from school districts, the Delaware Higher Education Commission, and 

American Education Services, the emerging DEDE--CAN CAN collaboration has achieved exceptional support from 

the Rodel Foundationôs Parent Leadership Institute and the University of Delawareôs new Council on Pre-

Collegiate Programs, with leadership from the Office of the UD Provost, Dr. Dan Rich.  Thank You All! 

September 2007 

The Good News! 

The Delaware College Access Network (DEDE--CANCAN) was 

launched during our April Teen Summit.  The Network 

will begin as a three-year initiative that is designed to lay 

the foundation for development of an infrastructure that 

will provide continuing access for families in Delaware 

to college awareness, academic guidance, and academic 

support.  Initial Network members include many pre-

college programs, higher education institutions, and 

community groups that are committed to insuring that 

Delaware students are well prepared for a range of 

postsecondary training and educational opportunities. 

 

The Delaware Department of Educationôs (DOE) 

Reaching Higher for Student Success campaign, along 

with the University of Delawareôs (UD) Commitment to 

Delawareans and Vision 2015 reflect an outstanding 

commitment to student success.  DEDE--CAN CAN shares this 

commitment. 

Parents & Students at the Center 

DEDE--CAN CAN promises to construct and continue 

relationships with families, schools, and districts.  The 

DEDE--CAN CAN mission is to provide a college preparatory 

support structure that functions as a network of services 

and relationships.  Continuing the GEAR UP tradition, 

families will join DEDE--CANCAN.  DEDE--CAN CAN families will be 

invited to scheduled college planning activities that will 

include important benefits: 

High School Course Planning & Transcript 

Monitoring 

Access to Summer Academic Support & Enrichment 

Programs 

Application Support for Students Who Want to 

Attend Academic Enrichment Programs 

Scholarships to Support Participation in a Range of 

Academic Preparatory & Career Awareness 

Programs 

 

The GEAR UP students and staff were involved in a variety of 
experiences and opportunities over the summer.  These 

adventures are covered in great detail, and with many photos, on 

the GEAR UP website (www.udel.edu/gearup).  We invite you 
to visit the website to look back at the summer activities, and to 

look ahead for news and events for the upcoming year.   

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 

The GEAR UP Summer College Crew 

HOME 

HOME 

http://www.udel.edu/gearup/index.html
http://www.udel.edu/gearup/index.html
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Teen Summit:  

An Emerging DE College Access Network (DE-CAN) 
 

Representing 24 DE middle and high schools, more than 

one hundred parents and students attended a day of teen 

and parent workshops devoted to motivating teens to make 

sound academic and personal decisions.  The program also 

provided information for parents that might assist them in 

helping their teens develop habits and attitudes that 

support school success. The Teen & Parent Summit was 

hosted by the University of Delaware in partnership with 

14 community organizations and programs, including the 

Rodel Foundationôs Parent Leadership Institute.   

The program was held on April 21st at Arsht Hall, on UDôs 

Wilmington Campus.  The theme of the program was 

Teens Have Power.  All student sessions were planned and 

led by teens who crafted workshops with messages from 

Sean Coveyôs books The 6 Most Important Decisions You 

Will Ever Make and 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens.  A 

separate track of workshops was provided for parents who 

focused during two sessions on Parenting for Results: 

Raising High Achieving StudentsðStrategies that Work 

and Parenting for Results: Raising High Achieving 

StudentsðAvoiding Cultural Traps.   

Delawareôs First... 

The program was introduced by Havidan Rodriguez, 

Vice Provost for Academic Affairs at the University of 

Delaware who focused on the importance to families  of 

identifying college planning resources and developing 

relationships with programs that support students in 

preparing for postsecondary opportunities.  He noted 

that the Teen Summit represented an emerging College 

Access Network of families and institutional resources.   

The Summit partners who attended included American 

Education Services, ASPIRA of Delaware, ASPIRE 

teacher education support at UD, Beautiful Gate 

Outreach Center, Mt. Pleasant High School AVID 

Program, A.I. DuPont Middle School guidance staff, DE 

Charter Schools Network, UD Classic Upward Bound 

Program, DE Higher Education Commission, Delaware 

Mentoring Council, DE State Parent Advisory Council, 

DE State University, FAME/UNITE/MERIT, Kirk 

Middle School AVID Program, Public Allies, Rodel 

Foundation of Delaware, University of DE Associate of 

Arts Program, University of Delaware Summer College, 

and the Youth Ambassadors Academy. 
 

Read more about the Summit and comments from 

participants on the GEAR UP website (www.udel.edu/

gearup).   
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