UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE - COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND NURSING SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF NURSING
Overview of Graduate Program Curriculum Changes, Fall, 2001
The Committee for Graduate Education and the Department of Nursing is recommending the approval of the following changes in the graduate program admission requirements and curriculum.

1. Deletion of the GRE as a requirement for admission.

2. Deactivation of the 3 credit course NURS 803 Theoretical Foundations of Nursing.

3. Addition of 1 credit to the current 3 credit course NURS 810 Research Methods in Nursing.

4. Change of course title for NURS 810 to NURS 810 Nursing Science: Theory and Research and change of course description.

5. Change of course title NURS 887 Application of Research in Nursing to NURS 887 Nursing Science: Research Application and change of course description.

6. Deactivation of the 1 credit course NURS 828 Nurse Practitioner Seminar for new curriculum.  Students currently enrolled in the old curriculum will continue to take NURS 828.

7. Addition of a new 2 credit course NURS 860 Clinical Nurse Specialist Advanced Clinical Practice.

8. Addition of a new 3 credit course NURS 816 Primary Care in Community Health.

9. Addition of Adult Nurse Practitioner Concentration.

10. Change of course title and description for NURS 804 from Roles of Healthcare Providers to Advanced Practice Roles for Healthcare Providers.

11. Change of HSAD 818 Roles of Health Care Providers to HSAD 804 Advanced Practice Roles for Healthcare Providers and cross list with NURS 804.

12. Addition of HSAD 819 Financial Management in Health Services Organization.

13. Addition of 1 credit to degree requirements for MSN HSAD concentration to accommodate the change of  NURS 810 Nursing Science:  Theory and Research from a 3 credit to a 4 credit course.

1.
Deletion of the Requirement for Graduate Record Examinations for Students Entering the Master of Science in Nursing Program and the Master of Science in Health Services Administration Program.

Rationale:
a. Students may NOT continue directly into the graduate programs in the Department of Nursing until they have completed at least one year of clinical practice.  Thus, students entering the MSN and MS graduate programs in the department have a range of one to twenty years since last attending an academic program.  Research reported by the GRE Board (1999-2000) indicates that GRE scores are progressively lower across groups of increasing age or distance from the baccalaureate.

b. During the past year, the Committee reviewed the analysis of national data on the predictive nature of the GRE as well as the analysis of two data sets from our graduates (N = 109).  Of all the models entered into the regression analysis, the model using selected graduate course grades as the predictor variables predicted the best results, explaining 66% of the variance in the graduate program outcome (GPA). In contrast, the GRE model accounted for only 12% of the variance.  Similar results are reported in the nursing literature.  

c. The Committee concluded that the GRE is not predictive of graduate program outcome (GPA) for our students, and voted to eliminate the requirement of GRE scores for admission to the program.

Policy Statement for Requirements for Admission to the M.S.N. Program and to the M.S. - H.S.A.D. Program
Policy statements remain the same with the exception of “satisfactory performance on the GRE,” which is no longer required. 

2. Deactivation of the 3 credit course NURS 803 Theoretical Foundations of Nursing

3. Addition of 1 credit to the current 3 credit course NURS 810 Research Methods in Nursing, and 

4. Change of course title for NURS 810 to NURS 810 Nursing Science:  Theory and Research and change of course description.

Rationale:
Because the focus on theory development-testing occurs primarily at the doctoral level in nursing, and given the current graduate curricular trend of not including individual courses dedicated to specific nursing theories or other theories supportive of nursing practice, the Committee has voted to deactivate NURS 803 Theoretical Foundations of Nursing.  One of the 3 credits that will be available because of this decision will be added to NURS 810 Research Methods in Nursing, making it a 4-credit course.  The additional credit will be used to incorporate essential content from NURS 803 on the theory-research-practice relationship as well as increase emphasis on research critique.


5. Change of course title for NURS 887 Application of Research in Nursing to NURS 887 Nursing Science: Research Application and change of course description.

Rationale:
The course title and description has been changed for consistency within the curriculum and to meet the changing emphasis in advanced practice nursing for research utilization.  Student assignments will simulate utilization of research in a practice environment.  The course builds upon the content in NURS 810.

6. Deactivation of NURS 828 Nurse Practitioner Seminar (1 credit)

7. Addition of a new course NURS 860 Clinical Nurse Specialist Advanced Clinical Practice (2 credits)

8. Addition of a new course NURS 816 Primary Care in Community Health (3 credits).

Rationale:
Certifying bodies have continued to increase their clinical practice hour requirements for graduates to sit for certifying exams.  Some certifying bodies, such as NCBPNP, are very specific as to which courses with clinical requirements can be counted in the total practice hours that a student accrues while in a graduate program.  Currently, ANCC has a minimum of 500 clinical hours to meet eligibility requirements for CNS advanced practice certification exams.

a. To satisfy these requirements as well as increase students’clinical expertise, for clinical nurse specialist students the 2 credits remaining from the deactivated NURS 803 will become a new 2-credit clinical practicum course, NURS 860 Clinical Nurse Specialist Advanced Clinical Practice, in which students will continue to increase their expertise in their clinical specialty.  Students will be graded Pass/Fail for this course.  One faculty member will be assigned to the course while the students will be from all CNS specialties.  In conjunction with the course faculty member, preceptors will be responsible for determining satisfactory or unsatisfactory performance based on clinical objectives.  (Precedent has been set for a P/F grade in a graduate course in the Physical Therapy program.)  Students must receive a grade of “P” in this course to be eligible for the degree. 

b.  For nurse practitioner students, the content from NURS 828* will be assimilated into an existing nurse practitioner course NURS 827.  The 1 credit from deactivated NURS 828 and the 2 credits remaining from deactivated NURS 803 will become a new 3-credit clinical course, Primary Care in Community Health, which will focus on community-based primary care issues in relation to the individual, the family, and the community.  This is congruent with current national trends in nursing education.  These collective changes will result in a range of 504 to 784 clinical practice hours for all of our students, depending on their chosen specialty.


See attached proposed course sequence plans for CNS, CNS and NP combined, Family Nurse Practitioner, and Adult Nurse Practitioner.

* Students currently enrolled in old curriculum will continue to take NURS 828.

9. Addition of Adult Nurse Practitioner Concentration.

Rationale:

In an effort to improve recruitment efforts, a survey of students enrolled in graduate nursing courses in the Spring of  2001 was conducted.  Many students expressed interest in an Adult Nurse Practitioner concentration.  The adult nurse practitioner concentration requires the same courses already in place for the family nurse practitioner program with the exception of the pediatric clinical course (NURS 824).  Program courses, faculty and clinical placements are already in place.  No new resources are necessary.  

See attached proposed course sequences for Family Nurse Practitioner and Adult Nurse Practitioner.

10. Change of course title for NURS 804 from Roles of Healthcare Providers to Advanced Practice Roles for Healthcare Providers.

11. Change of HSAD 818 Roles of Health Care Providers to HSAD 804 Advanced Practice Roles for Healthcare and cross list with NURS 804.

Rationale:

The title of NURS 804 is being changed from Roles of Healthcare Providers to Advanced Practice Roles for Health Care Providers.  The course description is being changed for consistency in the curriculum.  The change is being made to incorporate the concept of advanced practice in the title.  Students in the MS - Health Services Administration will take the cross-listed course, HSAD 804, which has identical content.  Both of these changes were submitted incorrectly for the course listings 2000-2001.


12. Addition of HSAD 819 Financial Management in Health Services Organizations

Rationale:
HSAD 819 Financial Management in Health Services Organization is the same course as NURS 819 Financial Management in Health Services Organizations and will be cross-listed to accommodate students enrolled in both programs.  It was inadvertently omitted from the previous course listings 2000-2001.

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE - COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND NURSING SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF NURSING

Comparison of Graduate Program Admission Requirements 

and Curriculum Changes
	Current Program MSN
	Proposed Program MSN


	· GRE as a requirement for admission

· NURS 803 Theoretical Foundations 

of  Nursing

· NURS 810 Research Methods in Nursing

· NURS 887 Application of Research in Nursing

· NURS 828 Nurse Practitioner Seminar

· NURS 804 Roles of Healthcare Providers
	· Deletion of the GRE as a requirement

· Deactivate NURS 803 Theoretical Foundations of Nursing (3-credits)

· Addition of 1 NURS 803 credit to NURS 810 Nursing Science: Theory and Research (Name Change & New Description)
· Addition of remaining 2 credits applied to new course NURS 860 Clinical Nurse Specialist Advanced Clinical Practice for CNS students

· Name Change & New Description to NURS 887 Nursing Science: Research Application

· Deactivate NURS 828 Nurse Practitioner Seminar (1-credit)

· Addition of 3 credit course NURS 816 Primary Care in Community Health (2 credits from NURS 803 & 1 credit from NURS 828 for nurse practitioner students)

· Name Change & New Description to NURS 804 Advanced Practice Roles for Health Care Providers

· Addition of Adult Nurse Practitioner Concentration

	Current Program MS-HSAD
	Proposed Program MS-HSAD

	· HSAD 818 Roles of Health Care Providers

· HSAD 819 Financial Management in Health Services Organization


	· Name Change to HSAD 804 Advanced Practice Roles for Health Care Providers and cross-list with NURS 804

· Add and cross list with NURS 819


	Clinical Nurse Specialist Proposed Full Time Sequence

	I
	II
	III

	Cr.     Hrs.
	Cr.      Hrs.
	Cr.       Hrs.

	NURS 804 

3

Advanced Practice Roles

for Healthcare Providers
	Clinical II
3
98

(2 hrs. cl. seminar; 

7 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	Clinical IV NURS 886
4
154

Role Integration  

(1 hr. cl. seminar;

11 hrs. clinical/week

x 14 weeks)

	NURS 821

3

Advanced 

Pathophysiology
	NURS 810 

4

Nursing Science:

Theory and Research
	NURS 822 
3

Pharmacology or Elective

	Clinical I
3
98

(2 hrs. clinical seminar;

7 hrs. clinical/week

x 14 weeks)
	EDUC 665 

3

Statistics
	NURS 869 Thesis or
3-6

NURS 868 Scholarly

Project or 

NURS 887 Nursing Science:

Research Application

	NURS 820 
3
84

Advanced Health

Assessment
(3 hrs. cl. seminar; 

6 hrs. clinical/week

x 14 weeks)
	Clinical III
2
84

NURS 860

(6 hrs. clinical/week

x 14 weeks)
	

	Credits

12
	Credits

12
	Credits

10-13

	Clinical Hours


182
	Clinical Hours


182
	Clinical Hours


154

	Total Credits
34


Total Clinical Hours
518

With Thesis
37




	Clinical Nurse Specialist/Nurse Practitioner Proposed Full Time Sequence

	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	Cr. Hrs.
	Cr. Hrs.
	Cr. Hrs.
	Cr.
Cr. Hrs.
	Cr.

	NURS 804 
3

Advanced Practice 

Roles for 

Healthcare Providers
	CNS Clinical II

3    98

(2 hrs. cl. seminar; 

7 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 810 

4

Nursing Science:  

Theory and Research
	NURS 817
3
126

Preceptorship I
(9 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	(Thesis)   3

	NURS 821

3

Advanced 

Pathophysiology
	NP I
3    84

(3 hrs. cl. seminar;

6 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	NP II 
3    84

(3 hrs. cl. seminar; 

6 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 827 
3
126

Preceptorship II
(9 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	

	CNS Clinical I

3
98

(2 hrs. cl. seminar; 

7 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	EDUC 665 Statistics
3

 
	NURS 816
 3    84

Primary Care in

Community Health

(3 hrs. cl. seminar;

6 hrs. clinical/week

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 869 Thesis or 

NURS 868 
3


Scholarly Project or

NURS 887

Nursing Science: 

Research Application
	

	NURS 820

3      84

Advanced Health

Assessment
(3 hrs. cl. seminar; 

6 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 822
3

Pharmacology
	
	
	

	Credits

12
	Credits 
12
	Credits 

10
	Credits

9
	Credits    (3)

	Clinical Hours
182
	Clinical Hours
182
	Clinical Hours
 
168
	Clinical Hours
252
	

	NAPNAP Cl. Hours 
0
	NAPNAP Cl. Hours 
84
	NAPNAP Cl. Hours
168
	NAPNAP Cl. Hours 
252
	

	Total Credits
Total Credits 43
Total Clinical Hours

784

With Thesis
With Thesis (46)
Total NAPNAP Clinical Hours
504



	


	Family Nurse Practitioner Proposed Full Time Sequence

	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	Cr.         Hrs.
	Cr.           Hrs.
	Cr.          Hrs.
	Cr.
Cr.             Hrs.
	Cr.

	NURS 804 

3

Advanced Practice Roles

for Healthcare Providers
	NURS 825 
3
84

Adult Episodic 

(3 hrs. cl. seminar; 

6 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 823 
3
84

Women’s Health  

(3 hrs. cl. seminar; 

6 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 817 
3
126

Preceptorship I
(9 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)

	NURS 821

3

Advanced 

Pathophysiology
	NURS 826 
3
84

Adult Chronic 

(3 hrs. cl. seminar;

6 hrs. clinical/week

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 824 
3
84

Children’s Health
(3 hrs. cl. seminar; 

6 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 827 
3
126

Preceptorship II
(9 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)

	NURS 820 
3
84

Advanced Health

Assessment
(3 hrs. cl. seminar; 

6 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 810 

4

Nursing Science:

Theory and Research
	EDUC 665 

3

Statistics
	NURS 869 
Thesis or 

NURS 868 

3

Scholarly Project or

NURS 887

Nursing Science: Research Application

	NURS 816
3
84

Primary Care 


in Community Health
(3 hrs. cl. seminar; 

6 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 822

3

Pharmacology
	(Thesis                              3)
	

	Credits

12
	Credits

13
	Credits
9 (12)
	Credits
9

	Clinical Hours


168
	Clinical Hours


168
	Clinical Hours


168
	Clinical Hours
        252

	Total Credits
43

Total Clinical Hours for Certification
756

(46 with thesis)











	Adult Nurse Practitioner Proposed Full Time Sequence

	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	Cr.           Hrs.
	Cr.           Hrs.
	Cr.          Hrs.
	Cr.
Cr.        Hrs.
	Cr.

	NURS 804 

3

Advanced Practice Roles

for Healthcare Providers
	NURS 825 
3
84

Adult Episodic 

(3 hrs. cl. seminar; 

6 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 810 

4

Nursing Science:  

Theory and Research
	NURS 817 
3
126

Preceptorship I
(9 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)

	NURS 821

3

Advanced 

Pathophysiology
	NURS 823 
3
84

Women’s Health 

(3 hrs. cl. seminar;

6 hrs. clinical/week

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 826 
3
84

Adult Chronic
(3 hrs. cl. seminar; 

6 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 827 
3
126

Preceptorship II
(9 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)

	NURS 820 
3
84

Advanced Health

Assessment
(3 hrs. cl. seminar; 

6 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 822 

3

Pharmacology
	EDUC 665 

3

Statistics
	NURS 869 
Thesis or 
NURS 868 

3

Scholarly Project or

NURS 887

Nursing Science: Research Application

	NURS 816
3
84

Primary Care 

in Community Health
(3 hrs. cl. seminar; 

6 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	
	
	

	Credits
12
	Credits
9
	Credits
10
	Credits
9

	Clinical Hours


168
	Clinical Hours


168
	Clinical Hours


84
	Clinical Hours


252

	Total Credits
40


Total Clinical Hours
672

(43 with thesis)
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	Psychiatric Nursing CNS Full Time Sequence

	I
	II
	III

	Cr.           Hrs.
	Cr.           Hrs.
	Cr.          Hrs.

	NURS 820 
3
84

Advanced Health

Assessment
(3 hrs. cl. seminar; 

6 hrs. clinical/week x 14 weeks)
	NURS 872 
3
98

Clinical II 

(2 hrs. cl. seminar; 

7 hrs. clinical/week 

x 14 weeks)
	NURS 860
2
84

Advanced Clinical 

Practice

	NURS 822

3

Advanced 

Pharmacology
	NURS 810 

4

Nursing Science:

Theory and Research
	NURS 886 
4
154

Role Integration
(1 hrs. cl. seminar; 

11 hrs. clinical/week x 14 weeks)

	PSYC 829/EDUC 813
3

Advanced or Childhood 

Psychopathology
	NURS 804 

3

Advanced Practice Roles

For Healthcare Providers
	NURS 868 

3

Research Scholarly

Project

or

NURS 887 Nursing Science

Research Application

or

NURS 869

Thesis

	NURS 871
3
98

Clinical I 

(2 hrs. cl. seminar; 

7 hrs. clinical/week x 14 weeks)
	EDUC 665

3

Statistics
	

	Credits
12
	Credits
13
	Credits
9

	Clinical Hours


182
	Clinical Hours


98
	Clinical Hours


238

	Total Credits 34                Total Clinical Hours  518

*The thesis is 6 credits.  The 6 credits cannot be taken in the same semester.

	Health Services Administration-MSN Full Time Sequence

	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	Cr.           Hrs.
	Cr.           Hrs.
	Cr.          Hrs.
	Cr.
Cr.        Hrs.
	Cr.

	NURS 804 

3

Advanced Practice Roles

for Healthcare Providers
	NURS 819 
3


Financial Management
	NURS 838 

3

Health Services  

Evaluation
	NURS 864 
3
126

Health Services

Administration

Practicum

	NURS 836

3

Health Administration

Theories
	NURS 837 
3


Health Planning 

Strategies

	NURS 810 

4

Nursing Science:

Theory and Research
	Elective
3




	COMM 610 
3


Organizational 

Communication
Theory

or

COMM 642

Topics in Organizational

Communication

or

COMM 656

Communication in 

Organizations
	EDUC 665 

3

Statistics
	UAPP 685 

3

Personnel and 

Human Resource Issues

or

UAPP 837

Public Sector Human

Resources Management
	NURS 868 

3

Scholarly Project 

or

NURS 887

Nursing Science:  

Research Application

	
	
	
	NURS 890 

0

Colloquium (pass/fail)

	Credits
9 
	Credits
9 
	Credits
10 
	Credits
9

	 Clinical Hours


0
	Clinical Hours


0
	Clinical Hours


0
	Clinical Hours


126

	Total credits 37


1

