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a. Rationale for creation, revision, or deletion:

Baccalaureate Program for the Registered Nurse (BRN) – Proposal and Rationales

The Department of Nursing offers a program that allows registered nurses to earn a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. The following changes are proposed:

     1.  Changes in Admission Criteria: Eliminate National League for Nursing 

          Accelerated Challenge Exams (NLN-ACE II)

Successful completion of National League for Nursing Accelerated Challenge examinations (NLN-ACE II) for diploma school graduates will no longer be required as part of admission to the program.   

RATIONALE: Since 1993, data indicate that an overwhelming majority of diploma school graduates in the University of Delaware Baccalaureate Program for the Registered Nurse (BRN) pass the National League for Nursing Accelerated Challenge Examinations (NLN-ACE II). Associate degree applicants have never been required to take the National League for Nursing Accelerated Challenge Examinations (NLN-ACE II) for admission.  Mean grade point averages following BRN program completion have been highly comparable among diploma and associate degree students at the University of Delaware. Nursing literature supports the fact that the grade point average from the initial nursing program (diploma or associate’s degree) is a reliable indicator of success in a subsequent baccalaureate nursing program. Therefore, admission criteria for diploma nurses should depend on the grade point average from their basic program (and other college/university course work if applicable) and successful completion of the National Council Licensure Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN) licensure exam.

2.  Awarding of Transfer Credits 

Currently, diploma school graduates are awarded thirty transfer credits with the stipulation that they pass the National League for Nursing Accelerated Challenge examinations (NLN-ACE II). With the elimination of the NLN-ACE II requirement, diploma nurses will be awarded 30 credits for completion of their basic program and successful completion of the National Council Licensure Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN). This practice is currently in place for associate degree nurses.

RATIONALE: Associate degree and diploma prepared nurses are required to pass the same National Council Licensure Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN) to enter the BRN program. Therefore, admission criteria should be the same for associate degree and diploma nurses. 

b.  Summary of program: 

For the above stated reasons, diploma prepared RN applicants to the BRN major will no longer be required to complete the NLN-ACE II exams in order to be awarded 30 credits for basic nursing knowledge.  Both diploma program graduates and associate degree nursing graduates will be treated the same in the awarding of 30 transfer credits for basic nursing knowledge based on successful completion of the NCLEX-RN licensure exam.
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