PROPOSAL FOR MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY  HONORS DEGREE

NOTE: In this proposal, the current university requirements for an Honors Degree are listed in non-italicized text, and the proposal for creating an Honors MT Degree is presented in italics.
The complete requirements for an Honors Baccalaureate Degree are as follows:

I. The requirements for the baccalaureate degree in the major (including all University and college requirements), as well as any other specific requirements the major department may set for the Honors Degree.

All current MT degree requirements would remain in effect.

II. The general requirements for the Honors Degree:

A. A University of Delaware cumulative grade-point index of at least 3.400 at the time of graduation.

This requirement would be followed.

B. At least 30 credits earned in Honors courses. Of these Honors credits:

1. At least 12 must be in the major department or in courses in collateral disciplines specifically required for the major.

This requirement can easily be met by Honors courses currently in existence, and which are taken already by our students as prerequisites and liberal arts group requirements. Such courses include BISC 207, 208, ENGL 110, CHEM 213, 214, 321, 322, PSYC 201. In addition, we will have, by 2003, at least 16 Honors course credits in place within our major.

2. At least 12 must be taken at the 300-level or higher, not including the first-year interdisciplinary Honors colloquium (which is usually numbered 390).

Medical Technology Honors courses will all be numbered at the 300-level or higher, and we will have at least 16 credits  in such courses in place by 2003. There are, in addition, numerous upper level Honors courses which a student may take prior to entering the major as a junior.

3. Three must be in an Honors Degree seminar or Honors capstone course or a comparable senior experience approved by the student's major department and the university Honors Program, to be completed in the last 2 semesters of a student's degree program.

Our students currently take 13 credits of senior clinical experience. This proposal would easily allow an Honors student to choose one discipline to develop an 3 credit Honors capstone experience by individual contract.

4. Plus additional Honors credits as needed to reach the 30 required Honors credits.

Requirements B.1 through B.3 plus the freshman Honors colloquium would total at least 30 Honors credits.

III. Submission of the Honors Degree Application Form to the University Honors Program by December 15 the year before a student is planning to graduate. 

Honors coursework counting toward the Honors Degree cannot be taken on a pass-fail basis unless the course is only offered pass-fail.

This will apply to the senior capstone course taken in the proposed Medical Technology Honors Degree, since these clinical courses are all offered pass-fail. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY 

HONORS DEGREE PROPOSAL

1. Why do we need a Medical Technology Honors Degree? I thought we already had honors students.

We have always had students who were admitted through the Honors program, but they were not able to complete a true Honors Degree because of the structural barriers in the previous requirements. These barriers included the requirements for students to take a course in their senior year that accompanied the writing of a senior thesis. This course was taught only during the afternoon while our seniors were on clinical rotation. In spring 2000, the Faculty Senate modified the University requirements for an Honors Degree and eliminated the requirement for a senior thesis. This change made it theoretically possible for us to develop a true Honors Medical Technology Degree. In fact, this has become a goal and a mandate within all of the departments in the College of Health and Nursing Sciences.

2. How difficult will it be for students to get the Honors courses in this proposal?

All of the courses listed in II.B.1 are offered on a regular basis. Additionally, many of the courses our students take for their liberal arts prerequisites are taught in an Honors format. Thus our students should not have any trouble meeting the credit requirement totals. 

The first Medical Technology Honors course will be offered in fall 2001. Additional courses are being developed so that at least 16 Honors credits will be in place by spring 2003.  The Medical Technology faculty have committed to the following timetable for this development:

Course/title






First Offered for Honors Credit 

MEDT400 Urinalysis and Body Fluids (2 cr)


Fall 2001

MEDT401 Clinical Physiological Chemistry I (3cr)

Spring 2002

MEDT403 Clinical Physiological Chemistry II (4 cr)
Fall 2002

MEDT405 Hematology II (2 cr)



Fall 2002

MEDT430 Medical Microbiology (2 cr)


Fall 2002

MEDT473, 475, 477, 479 (capstone course) (3 cr) 

Spring 2003

Total Honors credits available by 2003: 16 cr

3. What happens if we don't have enough Honors students to fill a whole section of a course?

There are three ways to offer an Honors course:

**as a free-standing section of approximately 20 students.

**as an add-on section to a regular section of the same course. Usually about 5-8 students would register for the Honors section but meet at the same time as the regular section. The instructor would normally meet extra time with the Honors students and/or require different work assignments from them.

**as an individual contract between the faculty member and the student.

Given the size of normal Medical Technology course enrollments, we envision offering Honors courses as add-on sections or by individual contract.

4. What are the ingredients that distinguish an Honors section from a regular section of the same course?

The Honors Program lists the following characteristics that typify an Honors course or section:

**using different reading, writing and research projects that typically allow students more freedom of choice in developing a topic.

**attendance (and feedback to the instructor or to the class) at special events or participation in out-of-the-classroom learning experiences

**high expectations for student performance, specifically in the creativity and quality of responses to all assignments

**assignments that require students to synthesize and make connections among materials studied in more than one course.


Most probable sequence of Honors Medical Technology courses for the class of 2003:

Fall 2001
MEDT400 Urinalysis and Body Fluids



2 cr

Spring 2002
MEDT401 Clinical Physiological Chemistry I


3 cr

Fall 2002
MEDT403 Clinical Physiological Chemistry II


4 cr





OR









MEDT 430 Medical Microbiology




2 cr




     AND



MEDT405 Hematology II





2 cr 

Spring 2003
MEDT473 Clinical Chemistry Practicum









OR


MEDT475 Clinical Hematology Practicum

OR






3 cr



MEDT 477 Clinical Microbiology Practicum

OR


MEDT470 Clinical Immunohematology Practicum

Total Honors credits








12-14 cr


PHRASING TO BE INCLUDED IN CATALOG:

HONORS DEGREE IN MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY


The recipient must complete:

1. All requirements for the Bachelor of Science degree in Medical Technology.

2. All the University generic requirements for the Honors Degree.

