Elementary Teacher Education Major – Proposed Program Change

Letters from Department Chairs 
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DATE: October 25, 2004
TO: Nancy Brickhouse, School of Education
FROM: Saul D. Hoffman, Chair, D/%%Wt 7 omics-
RE: Revisions to Elementary Teacher Education Program

The proposed revision calls for students to take at least three credits in economics,
either as ECON100, ECON151, or ECON102. ECON100 and ECON151 are existing courses
with sufficient capacity to handle the additional students; they are also available on-line.
ECON102 is intended as a cross-listed course with HEPP102. | see no difficulty in providing a
cross-listing. This course will not receive credit in the Economics major. Given all of this, | am
happy to support the proposed revision to the Elementary Teacher Education Program.
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From: James Magee [jjmagee@UDel.Edu]
Sent: Saturday, October 23, 2004 8:47 AM
To: Brickhouse, Nancy

Subject: Elementary Teacher Education changes

Nancy, I have read over the proposed changes regarding the social
studies curriculum that we discussed a while ago. I have already
approved the cross-listing of the new 102 course and forwarded it
electronically, and I also strongly support the other changes that you
and your committee have made.

Best regards,
Jim
James Magee

Professor and Chair
Political Science and International Relations
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Laura Eisenman [eisenman@UDel.Edu]
Wednesday, October 27, 2004 4:23 PM
Brickhouse, Nancy

Gamel-McCormick, Michael; Denson, Carol
Re: ETE changes

Dear Nancy,

Michael Gamel-McCormick (Director of the Center for Disabilities
Studies), Carol Denson (out-going disabilities minor coordinator), and I
(in-coming disabilities minor coordinator) discussed the potential
changes in the ETE program, which would make the disabilities minor an
option for some ETE students. We are highly supportive of this option
and look forward to welcoming additional ETE majors into the
disabilities minor.

ETE students would continue to take EDUC 230, which is required for
their major and the disabilities minor. Additionally, they would be
required to take IFST 270 of which multiple sections are offered each
year. Also, they would be required to take HEPP 465. At this point only
one section of this course is offered each Spring. To accommodate the
additional ETE students another section can be offered each Fall. ETE
students could take the course in either Fall or Spring as needed to fit
their student teaching schedule. In addition to the three required
courses for the minor, students must take another 9 credits from a list
of approved courses from across the university that are open to students
in the minor. The only stipulation, following discussions with the
special education faculty, is that ETE students may not count their
required major courses toward the minor, except for EDUC 230 as noted above.

If you require any additional information, please let me know!
Regards,
Laura

Brickhouse, Nancy wrote:

> Laura: Our program changes have been passed by the School of Education and are on the
agenda for the College committee. To prepare the proposal for the Faculty Senate I need a
letter from you letting them know that we discussed these changes and that you are
supportive of them. Since you are the new coordinator of the Disabilities Studies Minor
and this is a new option, this letter should simply state that it is ok with you for our
students to take these courses.

>

Thanks so much

Nancy

Professor and Associate Director
School of Education

University of Delaware

Newark, DE 19711

ph 302-831-1656

fax 302-831-4110

VVVVVVVVVVVYV

Laura T. Eisenman, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

213H WHL School of Education
University of Delaware
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DEPARTMENT OF 501 Ewing Hall
5 = University of Delaware
MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES Newark, Delaware 19716-2553
Ph: 302/831-2653

Fax: 302/831-4511/4456

October 22, 2004.

Dr. Nancy Brickhouse,
School of Education.

Dear Nancy,

Thankyou for the update on the proposed curriculum changes relating to majors in
elementary and middle school education. We had full and open discussion on these issues
several months ago and I discussed them at a faculty meeting in my own department. I
understand the reasons for the changes, including the introduction of the new MATH
subject for middle school algebra and I fully support them.

Yours sincerely,

5P i =
Philip Broadbridgé,
Department Chair.
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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 212 Memotial Hall
University of Delaware
Newark, Delaware 19716-2537
Ph: 302/831-2361
Fax: 302/831-1586

October 27, 2004

To:  Nancy Brickhouse, Education

From: Stephen Bernhardt, Chair
English Department %

Re:  Support for new mid ool teacher training curriculum

I write to express support for the proposed new program for preparing highly qualified
middle school teachers with the preparation to teach English. The new curriculum will
shift some of the teaching burden from Education to English, giving students deeper
preparation in their content area. I worked closely on this proposal with education faculty
and we have come to agreement about the proposed changes. The English Department

and 1 agree that this program is needed.

1 will point out that the additional courses in English place demands on us that are
difficult to meet with our current faculty. We estimate that perhaps eight sections per year
will need to be offered in English, or the equivalent of two faculty members’ teaching
time. We are currently discussing ways to address this added demand, including going to
the State for funding for new lines. The demand is contingent upon the number of
students selecting English as their area of concentration, and this number is hard to
estimate accurately.

A second concern is with the proposed courses themselves. It is important, we agree, for
middle school (and all English teachers) to have firm grounding in practical language and
grammar skills, and so we created a new course to address this learning. We do not,
however, have sufficient faculty expertise to teach such a course, which would have to be
offered at least twice per year. We also agree that today’s teachers need to understand
media—film, television, computers—so they can best teach students. We do not currently
have courses in these areas appropriate to middle school teachers in training, nor do we
have the faculty expertise. We have courses that study film as art and technique, but the
films studied are not necessarily appropriate to middle school teachers and, in fact, these
courses attract about 450 requests for 35 available seats whenever they are offered.

Finally, there ought to be some planning for the study of literature that is appropriate to
these teachers in preparation and to their future students. Education has agreed to offer a
cross-listed course in adolescent literature, since English does not have the faculty or
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[image: image6.jpg]resources to offer the course, but at this time, neither does Education. And while it might
seem to make sense for future English teachers to elect any of our literature courses, in
fact, many are quite specialized in terms of scholarship and the demands they place on
our majors. We want these students to find themselves in courses that make sense to their
future lives as teachers. ‘Additionally, every English course is filled to overflowing well
before the term begins, sO students will have a difficult time finding seats. There will
need to be many adjustments made to meet the needs of this new group of students.

These obstacles can be overcome and we have at least two years of lead time to find the
needed resources and develop the curriculum these students deserve. The English
Department is committed to building a strong program for these students, and we look
forward to working with our colleagues in Education.
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From: William Idsardi [idsardi@UDel.Edu]
Sent: Saturday, November 06, 2004 12:28 PM
To: _Brickhouse, Nancy

Subject: Re:

Sure. Bill

Brickhouse, Nancy wrote:
> Thanks so much. Can I send this note along with the program revisions so that committee
members will know we communicated? Nancy

William Idsardi [mailto:idsardi@UDel.Edu]
Sent: Friday, November 05, 2004 10:49 AM

To: Brickhouse, Nancy

Subject: Re:

Hi:

Thanks for your email. I've been in DC since Monday, so I only got your
voice mail this morning. Sorry about the delay in getting back to you.

I see no problem about the students taking some of those courses, but
since many of them are not critical courses for our undergraduates
pursuing speech pathology or cognitive science, I want to be clear as to
when we will normally offer these courses.

LING 102, 222: Taught every winter session, some summer sessions, and
occasionally in regular terms

LING 358, 462: scheduled and staffed by the School of Education (= EDUC
358,462)

LING 477: Taught every fall

LING 417, 476, 480: Will be offered on a rotating basis in spring terms
generally. 480 is also offered in Winter Session abroad.

LING 497: No plans for teaching this course on a regular basis

Bill

Brickhouse, Nancy wrote:

VVVVYVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVYY

>>Dear Bill: We are in the middle of major program changes in Elementary Teacher
Education. We are discontinuing the ESL discipline area in the ETE program and growing
our Master's level ESL program. Part of these major changes require that our students who
will be certified at the middle school must have a 30 credit equivalent to a major in the
subject they are teaching. We expect that English will be one of our middle school
majors. However, our literacy faculty think that many of the courses taught in
linguistics would be very worthwhile for our students. It is also clear to me that
linguistics courses will be able to be counted toward the 30-credit major. The courses of
greatest interest include: LING 102, 222, 358, 462, 476, 477, 480, 497. We would like for
our students to take one or two of these courses as electives within the ENGL content
major. Is this a possibility?

>>

>>Chris Clark sends his regards.

>>

>>Nancy Brickhouse

>>

>>Professor and Associate Director

>>School of Education

>>University of Delaware

>>Newark, DE 19711




