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a.  Rationale for creation, revision, or  deletion:

The proposed Master of Science in Information Systems and Technology Management (MS in IS&TM) is an interdisciplinary program jointly developed by the College of Business and Economics (CBE) and the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering (ECE).  The proposed program combines an understanding of business processes with a solid understanding of both the technical side of information technology (IT) and the business side of IT.  The curriculum is based on feedback from industry, an extensive review of programs at other institutions, and faculty contacts in industry and at other academic institutions.  The industry feedback was gathered via focus groups held throughout the summer, primarily in Wilmington and Philadelphia.  Comments from industry representatives repeatedly stressed the need for individuals who understand both IT and business processes and can blend them in the effective deployment and administration of IT in a modern organization.
  No program at the University provides this blend.  The proposed program is primarily designed for two types of students – those with a background in business (who want to move into a more technology-oriented role in their organization) and those with a background in a technical field (engineers, scientists, etc. who want to move into an IT/management role in their organization).  The proposed curriculum leverages many of the strengths of both the College of Business and Economics and the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering.  These include an outstanding faculty that possesses an understanding of both the technical side of IT and the business side of IT, premiere computing facilities, and a commitment to being leaders in IT education and implementation.

b.  Summary of program: 

The proposed MS in IS&TM is a unique 36-credit interdisciplinary program.
  The degree will be granted by the College of Business and Economics with several of the courses being taught by the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering.  

The program can be thought of as a series of five building blocks, each of which builds on what has come before (see next page for a detailed curriculum).  The foundation of the program is an understanding of the fundamentals of business and programming.  Students then complete a fundamental core of four courses that cover the core concepts of IT.  These core courses serve as the basis for an advanced core of four courses that build on the material from the fundamental core.  An elective allows the student to tailor the program to an area of interest or gain practical experience in IT.  Finally, there is a capstone set of courses that considers strategic IT management and introduces the students to guest speakers who are experts on various IT topics.  Communication skills are stressed throughout the program through presentations, written reports, group work, etc.  
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� Approximately 97% of the participants indicated they would be either likely or highly likely to hire an M.S. in IS&TM graduate.  Further, approximately 97% of the participants indicated they would be likely or highly likely to support their employees in pursuing the M.S. in IS&TM on a part-time basis.


� Depending on their background, students may be required to take additional Foundation courses, resulting in a program of up to 42 credit hours.





