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(  ) Master of Arts
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a.  Rationale for creation, revision, or  deletion:

The rationale for deleting the Master of Physical Therapy (MPT) degree and replacing it with

the Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree is based on:

(  Changes in the level of physical therapy practice. The level of practice inherent to

physical therapy as it has evolved requires considerable breadth and depth in educational

preparation, a breadth and depth not easily acquired within the constraints of the typical

MPT program. 

      (  Changes in societal expectations. Societal expectations that the fully autonomous

healthcare practitioner, with a scope of practice consistent with physical therapy practice

as it has evolved, be a clinical doctor.

(  Changes in public policy. Direct access to physical therapy practitioners, "physician

status" for reimbursement purposes, and clinical competence consistent with the

preferred outcomes of evidence-based practice all suggest that the level of training

required to practice physical therapy is consistent with the clinical doctorate (consistent

with doctors of medicine, osteopathy, dentistry, veterinary medicine, optometry and

podiatry);

 (  Rigor and time commitment of existing MPT program. The MPT program, if fairly

credited, would be greater than 90 credits. The MPT program already meets the

requirements for a clinical doctorate and the graduates are denied the degree most

appropriate to the program of study. The proposed DPT curriculum includes 105

semester credits hours of course work and training; and

 (  Changes in entry-level Physical Therapy degrees offered by other regional and high-

quality programs. The DPT has quickly becoming the degree offered by almost all of the

top rated PT programs around the country and by almost all of the other major PT

programs in the region.

b.  Summary of program: 

The DPT program is an academic program that prepares individuals to become excellent

clinical physical therapists. The DPT program requires 105 hours of graduate course work. These

hours are in such areas as didactic instruction, experiential laboratories, research, clinical

internships or other equivalent academic experiences.  Full-time clinical internships comprise 9

credit hours of the curriculum and occur at a variety of health care facilities located primarily on

the east coast. The program is full-time and of two and one-half years duration, including all

summer and winter sessions. Part-time matriculation is not typically permitted.
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Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies

(   )
Bachelor of Chemical Engineering

(   )
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Master of Science  in Nursing

(   )
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