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News V Eight-Week Timeline

                        Listening                     Speaking                   Pronunciation                    Assessment

Week 1      Daily News Journals      Presentation of             Vowels. FOP 2                Daily feedback

                   on topic of the week       News Journals             (two units of teacher’s      on news journal

                   (teacher’s choice)           and class discussion     choice)                             reports 

                    Vocabulary on                                                                                             List./Speak. diag-                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                    topic of the week                                                                                         nostics

Week 2       Daily News Journals      Presentation of             Vowels. FOP 2                Daily feedback

                   on topic of the week       News Journals              (another 2 units of            on news journal

                   (teacher’s choice)           and class discussion      teacher’s choice)              reports 

                    Vocabulary on                                                                                             Vocabulary Quiz

                    topic of the week                                                                                          on Week 1 words

                                                                                                                                          Quiz on Week

                                                                                                                                          1 Vowels

                                                                                                                                          Quiz on Listening 

                                                                                                                                          to a News Story

Week 3       Daily News Journals      Presentation of             Stress/Rhythm/                Daily feedback

                   on topic of the week       News Journals              Intonation/Con-                on news journal

                   (teacher’s choice)           and class discussion      tent and Focus                 reports 

                                                                                                 Words/Thought

                    Vocabulary on                Assign Breaking           Groups, FOP 2               Vocabulary quiz

                    topic of the week            News Presentation                                                on Week 2 words                          

                                                                                                                                          Quiz on Week 2 

                                                                                                                                          Vowels

Week 4       Daily News Journals      Presentation of             Reduced Words                Daily feedback

                   on topic of the week       News Journals              and Reductions                 on news journal

                   (teacher’s choice)           and class discussion      and Contractions              reports

                                                                                                 of Verbs, FOP 2

                    Vocabulary on                Breaking News                                                      Vocabulary Quiz                                                      

                    topic of the week            Presentations                                                          on Week 3 words

                                                                                                                                           Quiz on Week 3’s 

                                                                                                                                           stress/rhythm/into

                                                                                                                                           nations/etc. 

Week 5       Daily News Journals      Presentation of             Rising and Falling             Daily feedback

                   on topic of the week       News Journals              Intonation and                    on news journal

                   (teacher’s choice)           and class discussion      Other Uses of                    reports                                                                                 

                                                                                                 Intonation, FOP 2

                    Vocabulary on               Assign News Interview                                          Vocabulary Quiz                                                      

                    topic of the week           Presentations                                                           on Week 4 words

                                                                                                                                           Quiz on Week 4’s

                                                                                                                                           Reduced Words,

                                                                                                                                           etc. 

Week 6       Daily News Journals      Presentation of             Past tense                           Daily feedback

                   on topic of the week       News Journals               Endings,                            on news journal

                   (teacher’s choice)           and class discussion       FOP 2                               reports                                                                                 

                    Vocabulary on                News Interview                                                      Vocabulary Quiz                                                      

                    topic of the week            Presentations                                                          on Week 5 words

                                                                                                                                           Quiz on Week 5’s

                                                                                                                                           Rising and 

                                                                                                                                           Falling Intonation

                                                                                                                                           etc. 

Week 7       Daily News Journals      Presentation of             Past tense                           Daily feedback

                   on topic of the week       News Journals              Endings                              on news journal

                   (teacher’s choice)           and class discussion      AND Any                         reports                                                                                 

                                                                                                 Other Aspects

                                                                                                 Of Pronunciation 

                                                                                                 Needed, FOP 2

                    Vocabulary on                  Assignment of                                                      Vocabulary Quiz                                                      

                    topic of the week              Food Reporter                                                       on Week 6 words 

                                                              Presentations                                                         

                                                                                                                                            Compass Test

                                                                                                                                            (Listening Final)

Final Speaking Exam

Week 8       Daily News Journals        Presentation of                                                        Daily feedback

                   on topic of the week          News Journals                                                         on news journal

                   (teacher’s choice)              and class discussion                                                 reports  

                                                              Food Reporter                                                      

                                                              Presentations                                                  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Detailed Eight-Week Teaching Plan for News V 

PLEASE NOTE:  The plan for the first three weeks of the session is very detailed, designed to lay the groundwork for the course and make teaching the course as seamless as possible for the teacher, especially for one coming into the course for the first time.  The remainder of the plan is still specific yet succinct, designed with the assumption that the teacher will continue to refer back to the first three weeks for detailed guidance on the activities and assessments that make up the core of the course.  IMPORTANT:  The individual teacher is free and welcome to alter this plan or not use it at all; it is simply provided as a back-up for teachers who are new to the course and/or for teachers who don’t have the time to plan.  

Week 1:  
Tuesday:  

Take attendance.  

Check students’ schedules (yellow sheets).  

Use icebreakers to warm students to each other and to the practice of discussing the news.  Example:  Place students in pairs and have them share recent news stories from their countries (with each other).  After ten minutes, have each person report on their partner’s news story to the class.  Go with the flow and allow for some class discussion on the stories reported.  Distribute and review syllabus for News V.  

Wednesday: 

Listening:  Distribute and explain the daily assignment:  Listen to at least 30 minutes of news (in English!) and fill out the News Journal report form; record the date, source, and topic/section of one news story you listened to (not necessarily the only one); express the main ideas of the story in your own words (by answering the –wh questions listed); and record at least three new vocabulary words/expressions, give their definitions and examples of their usage, and list their other forms.  Note: News Journals are collected on a daily basis and are counted toward the listening grade.

Require students to listen to news reports that they can stop and play again, such as ones found in the “Video” category of news websites.  Recommend that they listen to their main news stories (the ones they report on) at least three times (just listening the first two times, and taking notes the third time).   

Provide suggestions for news stations (e.g. cnn.com, nytimes.com, npr.org, abcnews.go.com, nbcnews.com, cbsnews.com, delawareonline.com).  No YouTube videos allowed; only legitimate news stations.  

Trial Run:  Play a news video three times and have students listen, take notes, and fill out a news journal form.  Since the first week’s topic will be “Environment,” a short (three-to-five-minute) video selected from any of the above news stations on any aspect of the environment is suitable.  This can serve as not only practice for the daily news journal assignment but also as a listening diagnostic.  Collect the news journals, assess them at home, and use them as a basis for feedback to students on their listening proficiency by the end of Week 1 (or beginning of Week 2 at the latest).  Feedback is given during appointments set during office hours.

Speaking:  Place students in groups and have them share their opinions on the environmental news story they have just listened to.

Pronunciation: VOWELS.  Present the content of one of the chapters on vowels in Focus on Pronunciation 2 (FOP 2), and have students do the pronunciation practice activities in pairs.  

Homework: 1) Daily News Journal on “The Environment” (the topic for Week 1).  Be sure to distribute the News Journal forms to students.  2) Make a two-to-three-minute recording in which you answer given questions (on the board or in a handout) and send to my e-mail address.  These questions can be on any topic in the news but it makes sense to use the environment since that is Week 1’s topic.  This serves as a speaking diagnostic and as a basis for feedback at the end of Week 1 or beginning of Week 2 at the latest.

Thursday:  

Listening and Speaking: In pairs, students share with each other their news stories from the night before.  Students must listen carefully to their partners and ask questions for clarification.  Students then present their partner’s story to the rest of the class (standing up in front of the class).  Standing in front of the class to report on the news is something they will have to do most days, so they had better get used to it from the beginning.  They are not allowed to read their partner’s report to the class.  They must tell it.  If they have jotted down their own notes based on listening to their partner, they may glance at these; however, reading directly from the page is not permitted.   Encourage class members to ask questions to the reporters at the front of the class, and to give their own opinions of the topics discussed.

Note:  Give brief feedback to each student reporter after discussion on his/her topic has ended (and while they are still up in front of the class).  Feedback may be on any aspect of the Listening/Speaking Level V Core Rubric (i.e. content, oral grammar in the form of verbs, sentence construction, vocabulary, pronunciation and//or syllable stress, and stress in phrases and sentences).  It’s recommended to have a copy of the rubric with you so that, while not formally grading the student on his/her presentation, you can informally assess them and give them feedback.  

Pronunciation: Review the vowel sounds previously presented.  Have students write and perform brief dialogues using at least 10 words that have these sounds.  If time permits, move on to the VOWEL SOUNDS in another unit of FOP 2.

Homework:  Daily News Journal on Environment.

Friday:

Listening and Speaking:  Have each student stand individually in front of the class and report on their news story from the night before.  Their reports should remain brief, as they are reporting only main ideas and sources.  They do not generally report on the vocabulary words; however, around once a week they write their words on the board and share their meanings and examples with the class.

Allow for time for guided class discussion on the stories reported on. 

Distribute and present/model/practice words from handout on vocabulary pertaining to the environment (Environmental Vocabulary).

Pronunciation: Continue with and finish the second chosen unit in FOP 2.  Have students do the practice exercises and have them perform brief dialogues using words with the vowel sounds.   

Homework:  1) Daily News Journal: Environment (for Monday).  2) Listening and Pronunciation Quizzes on Tuesday on distinguishing and saying the vowel sounds, respectively, from the two completed units on vowels in FOP 2.

Week 2:

Monday:
Speaking and Listening:  Students present their news journal reports, first within assigned groups and then individually in front of the class.  In this format, students are required to make their reports to their group members approximately three minutes long and their reports to the whole class no more than one minute long.    Allow time for class discussion of topics and feedback to the speakers.

Finish reviewing vocabulary of the environment.  Field questions from students and give them plenty of examples on the board.  Stress the three elements of the vocabulary they need to know: form, meaning, and use. 

Pronunciation:  Brief review of VOWEL sounds from the two completed units in FOP 2.  

Homework:  Study for Listening and Pronunciation quizzes from FOP 2.  No news journal report tonight, as studying for the quiz takes priority.

Tuesday:

Listening:  Quiz on vowels from FOP 2.

Speaking and Listening:  Write 3 thoughtful discussion questions on the board about the environment.  Place students in groups and ask them to discuss each question for approximately five minutes.  Walk around, listen, and intervene or give feedback when appropriate.  

Brief review of Vocabulary of the environment:  Students are assigned a vocabulary word to use in a sentence of their own.  They present it to the class and then the class members and I give feedback on the form, meaning, and usage of the word.

Pronunciation:  Begin a new VOWELS unit in FOP 2.  

Homework:  1) Study for quiz on environmental vocabulary.  2) Do News Journal report on Politics, the topic for Week 2.  (Students had enough prior knowledge of the vocabulary quiz to be able to handle doing a news journal report in addition to preparing for the quiz.)

Wednesday:  

Listening:  Quiz on Environmental Vocabulary.  (Vocabulary quizzes count toward the listening grade.)

Speaking and Listening:  Presentation of News Journal Reports.  Use one of the three formats previously described.  The idea is to alternate the formats for variety’s sake.  You (the teacher) are free to come up with other formats as well.  Allow time for questions discussion, and feedback.

Distribute Political Vocabulary handout.  These words are especially difficult for students so allow enough time for thorough presentation, modeling, and practice.  

Pronunciation:  Continue the new unit on VOWELS in FOP 2.

Homework: News Journal report on politics.

Thursday:

Speaking and Listening: Presentation of News Journal reports, questions, discussion, and feedback.

Pronunciation:  Finish current unit in FOP 2.  Help students practice and review the vowel sounds.

Homework: 1) News Journal report on politics.  2) Be prepared to listen to a news story on politics and complete a news journal report in class.  This will count as a listening quiz.

Friday: 

Listening:  Quiz on listening to a news video on a political topic of your choice. Play a brief political news video and have students fill out a news journal report in class and hand it in.  It counts as a listening quiz.   

Listening and Speaking:  Presentation of News Journal reports, questions, discussion, and feedback.

Continue review and practice of political vocabulary.

Pronunciation:  Start another vowels unit in FOP 2.

Homework:  1) News Journal report on politics. 2) Study for quiz on political vocabulary on Tuesday. 

Week 3 

Monday:

Listening and Speaking:  News Journal presentations/discussion/feedback

Final Review of Political vocabulary

Pronunciation: Finish current unit, FOP 2.

Homework: No news journal reports.  Study for quiz on political vocabulary.

Tuesday:

Listening:  Quiz on Political Vocabulary.  This goes towards the listening grade.

Speaking and Listening: Write 3 discussion questions on the board about the politics.  Place students in groups and ask them to discuss each question for approximately five minutes.  Walk around, listen, and intervene or give feedback when appropriate.

Pronunciation (and listening): Final review of the two vowel sounds units before listening and pronunciations quizzes on Wednesday. 

Homework: Study for listening and pronunciation quizzes on the last two completed vowels units in FOP 2.  2) News Journal Report on “Crime,” the topic for Week 3.

Wednesday:

Speaking and Listening:  News Journal reports on “Crime.” Discussion and feedback.

Listening and Pronunciation:  Listening and Pronunciation quizzes on last two completed units from FOP 2.

Homework:  News Journal reports on crime.

Thursday:  
Speaking and Listening:  News Journal Reports, discussion and feedback.

Distribute “The Vocabulary of Crime, Part I” handout.  Present, model, and practice the words.

Pronunciation:  Stress in Words: Overview, FOP 2, Unit 26 AND Rhythm and Intonation: Overview, FOP 2, Unit 30

Homework:  News Journal reports on crime.

Friday:

Speaking and Listening:  News Journal Reports, discussion and feedback.

Distribute “The Vocabulary of Crime, Part II” handout.  Present, model, and practice the words.  Also review the words from Part 1 if time allows.  

Distribute handout on “Breaking News Presentation.”  Go over the assignment.  Breaking News speaking presentations will be due one week from now (next Friday). They will be formally assessed and will count towards the speaking grade.  (Time permitting, these should be filmed.)

Pronunciation: Content and Function Words; Thought Groups, FOP 2, Unit 31.  

Homework:  News journal reports on crime.

Week 4:

(Monday-Friday)

Speaking and Listening:  News Journal Reports.  Finish “Crime.”  New Topic: Science and/or Technology.  Students can choose to do one or a combination of both.

Breaking News Presentations. 

Listening: Quiz on “The Vocabulary of Crime.”

Vocabulary of Science and Technology (handout). 

Pronunciation: Reduced Words (FOP 2, Unit 33) and Contractions and Reductions of Verbs (FOP 2, Unit 34)

Note:  Meet with students during office hours to give them Mid-Term Progress Reports.

Week 5:

(Monday-Friday)

Speaking and Listening:  News Journal Reports on Health (Topic for Week 5), discussion, and feedback.

Listening: Quiz on the Vocabulary of Science and Technology.

Vocabulary of health (handout).

Pronunciation (and Listening): Rising and Falling Intonation, FOP 2, Unit 36 AND Other Uses of Intonation, FOP 2, Unit 37.  Review/Practice for stress/rhythm/intonation listening and pronunciation quizzes:  Play at least three times a brief news video of Obama speaking.  Have students mark his pauses with a slash.  Have them practice speaking his words with appropriate stress/rhythm/intonation.

Listening and Pronunciation Quizzes on Stress/Rhythm/Intonation. 

Week 6

(Monday-Friday)

Speaking and Listening:  News Journal Reports on Entertainment.

“News Interview” Presentations. See handout.  This presentation is the second major speaking presentation and counts towards the speaking grade.  These presentations are done in pairs (or mainly pairs and one group, if there is an odd number of students).  Time permitting, these should be filmed. 

Listening:  Quiz on Vocabulary of Health. 

Vocabulary of Entertainment/The Arts (handout).

Pronunciation:  Past tense endings in FOP 2.

Week 7

(Monday-Friday)

Speaking and Listening:  News Journal Reports on “Travel,” the topic for Week 7.  Discussion and Feedback.

Listening: Quiz on Vocabulary of The Arts.

Listening Quiz:  Students listen to a news video on the topic of travel and complete news journal reports in class.  Counted toward listening grade.

Pronunciation:  Finish past tense endings in FOP 2 and work on any other aspects of pronunciation that your students especially need.  

Week 8:

(Monday-Friday)

Speaking and Listening:  News Journal Reports on “Food,” the topic for Week 8.  Discussion and feedback.

Food Reporter Presentation.  (No handout for this but one will be developed.)  Students pretend to be food reporters trotting the globe.  They give five-minute reports on food/dishes in countries other than their own.  

Pronunciation: If time permits, quiz on past tense endings (or some other aspect of pronunciation you deem needed by your group of learners).  

Final Speaking Exam (given by teacher). Final Compass Listening exam (administered by ELI).  
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