English Through Drama:  Listening/Speaking Level VI
Seven Week Plan  

Below is an outline for the seven week session in English Through Drama.  The instructor will want to use materials, stories, skits, plays, Readers’ Theater pieces that s/he is familiar with and likes.

Daily Activities


Mind/Body Relaxation


Physical Warm-up


Voice Warm-up


Pronunciation/Oral Intelligibility Activity


Improvisation Activity


Project Work (See list below) / Performance Activity


Cool Down/Listening Activity

Many of these activities are in the notes located in ELI 301.  Some days, there will not be time for all these activities.  Teacher will decide on the activities and the sequence based on the needs of the students in the class.  After the first week, students lead the Relaxation and Physical Warm- up activities.  A sign up sheet is passed around during the first week and the teacher is available to offer suggestions and help prior to the student’s designated time to lead. 

Session Project Work

Weeks 1, 2 and 3:  Storytelling

Personal Stories


Cultural Wisdom Tales or Folk Tales

Preparing for Storytelling/Story Sharing Performance/Presentation

Storytelling/Story Sharing Performance/Presentation

to audience outside the ELI

Weeks 3, 4:  Improvisational Pieces and/or Readers’ Theater

Preparing pieces (creating, writing and/or adapting)


Choosing pieces


Practice and Preparation 

Presentation to class or another ELI class

Weeks 5 and 6:  Final Performance

Choose contents of final performance

Read and study, Assign parts and responsibilities


Practice, Practice, Practice


Performance

Week 7:  Graduation Performance, Video (Suggested: Holes or Witness)

Debrief Performance


Decide if and what for graduation performance


Watch video with extensive viewing guide and activities

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Week 1
Introduction to the course

Getting Acquainted

Students record Accent Analysis Sentences pp. 258 and 261 from English Pronunciation Made Simple
Teacher begins reviewing the recordings individually with students
Begin Daily Routine (as above)
Introduce Storytelling

Vocabulary Quiz on words from introduction and stories told

Teacher set up logistics for final performance during week 6

Teacher set up outside Storytelling/Story Sharing Presentation for week 3

Week 2

Continue Daily Routine

Work on Personal Stories

Review tips on how to tell effective personal stories

Introduce telling cultural stories

Review how to learn a story efficiently and effectively
Students choose stories to tell individually or in groups

Activities for learning the stories

Survey of students’ talents, experience, abilities and interests

Teacher finishes review Accent Analysis Sentences with students

Listening Quiz

Week 3

Continue Daily Routine

Final Practice for Storytelling/Story Sharing Presentation

Storytelling/Story Sharing Performance/Presentation (outside of ELI)
Debriefing and feedback on Performance/Presentation

Focus on improvisational skits and components of drama

Theater\Stage Vocabulary

Possible introduction to Reader’s Theater

Set up presentation to another ELI class if desired

Vocabulary Quiz:  Words from stories, skits, Readers’ Theater piece and stage vocabulary
Week 4

Continue Daily Routine

Focus on improvisation and Readers’ Theater

More on components of drama including character studies

Vocabulary on character and personality traits

Presentations of improvisation skits or Readers’ Theater

Debriefing and feedback

Listening Quiz

Week 5

Continue Daily Routine

Start Planning Final Performance

Create Timeline for Performance

Practice

Week 6

Continue Daily Routine

Practice Final Performance

Do Final Performance

Debriefing and Feedback

Discuss Graduation Performance

Week 7

Continue Daily Routine

Decide on Graduation Performance, perhaps skit from video

Introduce video

Show the video using a viewing guide with vocabulary, comprehension and inference questions

If time, do skits based on video

Closing Activity

