in a slow but steady rise in global
temperatures, which some scientists
predict will cause the global average
temperature to rise as much as 9
degrees Fahrenheit (5 degrees Celsius)
before the year 2100.

[f the carbon dioxide cover around
the earth continues to build up, the
earth could someday be similar to the
planet Venus. Venus is a planet
(otherwise very similar to ours) that
has a highly advanced greenhouse
effect. It has a thick carbon dioxide
atmospheric cover that traps the sun’s
heat and makes the surface of Venus
hot enough to melt lead. But the earth
is a long way from that kind of
scenario right now.

Still, the planet faces risks from
rising global temperatures that could be
catastrophic. Droughts, more frequent
tropical storms and extinction of some
species could result from global
warming. This would seriously disrupt
our planet’s food production. And
hotter weather in the northern and

southern arctic regions could result in
the melting of polar ice caps, which
would cause coastal flooding in ocean-
bordering countries.

Some scientists are hopeful that
nature itself will help reduce the
greenhouse effect. One way nature
could accomplish this would be by
increased cloud cover. More clouds
would absorb more heat and therefore
lower temperatures. Another thing in
nature that could help is plankton,
which is a living organism found in
oceans. Plankton naturally absorbs
carbon dioxide, thus reducing the
greenhouse effect.

[n 1990 a panel of 170 scientists
from around the world released a
report warning that the greenhouse
effect would continue to increase
noticeably unless something was done.
[n 1992, over 150 nations signed a
declaration outlining the need to reduce
global warming. In reaction to this,
many nations have recently passed
new, more restrictive pollution laws.



