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Summer Weather and Proper Laboratory Attire 

As the warmer weather begins to become more prevalent, Occupational Health and Safety wants to remind all 

laboratory researchers about the proper laboratory clothing requirements.  OHS understands that it may be 

uncomfortable in the summer months to come to the laboratory dressed in appropriate laboratory attire, i.e., long pants 

or dresses/shorts that come below the knees, sleeved shirts and closed toe shoes, however, it is imperative that 

researchers wear the appropriate laboratory clothing to protect against hazardous material exposures and physical 

hazards such as broken glass.  OHS makes the following recommendations: 
 

 If you wish to come to the University dressed in your shorts and your flip flops or sandals; change into a pair of 
sneakers that you keep in your office, pull on a pair of pants or scrubs, don a laboratory coat and your safety 
glasses before beginning your work in the laboratory.  Change back into your street clothes when you are finished 
and leave the laboratory for lunch or for the day.       

 As an alternative, purchase a long laboratory coat that extends past your knees.  Button it completely and pull on 
a pair of sneakers or closed toe shoes that you keep in your office, don your safety glasses and begin working 
safely in the laboratory.  NOTE:  This recommendation is only suited for general operations, not for work with 
corrosives or materials that are toxic by absorption. 

 OHS recommends that researchers wear long pants, closed toe shoes (preferably leather and non-porous), a long 
laboratory coat, safety glasses and gloves when working with cryogenic liquids, corrosives, acutely toxic material 
or with material that is toxic by absorption.  Do not hesitate to don splash goggles, face shield, butyl rubber 
splash apron or upgrade your gloves when working with these materials. 
 

Please note that the standard “Croc™” type slip-ons do not meet the definition of closed toe shoes.  Broken glass and 

hazardous materials can enter easily through the openings in the top.  There are versions of this type of footwear 

without the openings which would be acceptable. 

   

 
 
 

  

Not ready to work safely 
in the laboratory 

Ready to perform general 
operations in the laboratory 

Ready to work safely with 
corrosive and materials that 

are toxic by absorption 
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DNREC Secretary Issues Notice of $10,000 Penalty to Playtex Products for Hazardous Waste 
Violations at Dover Facility 

The Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) issued a Notice of Violation to Playtex 

Products, Inc., for violations of Delaware’s laws and regulations governing hazardous waste management at its 

manufacturing plant in Dover. The order includes a cash penalty of $10,000 and an additional $1,500 as cost recovery 

reimbursement to the department for expenses associated with its investigation.  The Playtex Dover facility and quality 

assurance laboratory generates hazardous waste as a result of quality assurance testing of its products.  During a 

compliance assessment on Sept. 4, 2008, the Department identified 14 violations of Delaware’s Regulations Governing 

Hazardous Waste. The violations include storing leaking containers of hazardous waste, storing hazardous waste in open 

containers, improperly labeling containers of hazardous waste, failing to make a hazardous waste determination, and 

failing to conduct weekly inspections of hazardous waste accumulation areas, in addition to other violations. Hazardous 

waste materials included waste methanol, damaged lead acid batteries and various liquid and solid hazardous wastes.  

DNREC regularly inspects the University of Delaware and will arrive unannounced for a compliance audit.  It is 

imperative that all chemical waste is managed safely and in compliance with the Delaware Rules Governing Hazardous 

Waste Management.  The complete chemical waste management procedures for the University of Delaware are found 

in Chapter 23 of the Chemical Hygiene Plan (CHP).  The CHP is found online at 

http://www.udel.edu/OHS/chemhygieneplan.pdf.  Please assure that all chemical waste is managed in compliance with 

the procedures in the CHP.  The following is a short list of the most important aspects of the procedures: 

 Assure that research staff attends annual Chemical Waste Disposal Training.  The training is offered in multiple 
formats.  Go to http://www.udel.edu/OHS/safetyedu.html for more information. 

 Assure that all containers holding chemical waste are labeled with a completed Orange Chemical Waste Label.  A 
completed waste label must include the contents of the container and a date.  If your department utilizes a 
Central Accumulation Area (either the Brown or Colburn Solvent Sheds), make sure that the waste containers are 
labeled and dated with date the material is actually moved into the Sheds. 

 Keep all waste containers including solid waste containers sealed and closed unless you are actively adding waste 
materials. 

 Store all liquid waste containers segregated by hazard class in separate secondary containment bins. 

 DO NOT store waste containers in or near sinks. 

 DO NOT pour any chemical waste down the drain or place in the trash that is handled by Custodial Services. 
 

 

 
A properly labeled, sealed liquid 
waste container in secondary 

containment 

A properly constructed and sealed 
chemical solid waste box.  Notice 

the bottom is taped.   

http://www.udel.edu/OHS/chemhygieneplan.pdf
http://www.udel.edu/OHS/safetyedu.html
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This is an example of a 

properly filled out chemical 

waste label.  Notice the date at 

the bottom that corresponds to 

the date it was moved to the 

Brown or Colburn Solvent 

Shed.  OHS is responsible for 

filling  out this date if the OHS 

Waste Group collects it directly 

from the laboratory. 

06/01/09  Jane Frank  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Date Moved to Central Accumulation:                  6/15/0 9         0          


