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Tests that provide IQ scores are widely used in schools. A score that tells how “bright”a student is, or how readlly"

he or she will learn in school, would be a handy bit of information, and it might be essential as a trustworthy and
reliable guide for diagnosing learning difficulties, for providing students with special educational opportunities, or
for predicting future educational performance. But can IQ scores do all these things for us? Try the followmg
questions about scores from intelligence tests. Indicate whether the stated interpretation of the IQ score is sound,
true or false. The correct answers and brief explanations appear on page 38. This “test” may be reproduced
without written permission. Please cite Educational Measurement: Issues and Practice as the source.
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Hills’ Handy Hints: IQs

F 1. Manny got an IQ score of
115. This score means that Man-
ny’s innate ability to do things
that require brains or intelli-
gence is about one standard
deviation above the mean or at
about the 84th percentile.

F 2. Manny’s IQ score came from
a recent revision of a widely
used intelligence test with a

T F 3. If Manny had been given a

different 1Q test, one that was
used as widely and with an
equally long and illustrious his-
tory, the resulting IQ score
would be about the same level
(within 2 or 3 points either
way).

F 4. If Manny received the IQ
score of 115 when he was in the
sixth grade, we know that he
was old enough that the score

: will remain stable, neither in- F 7. Manny’s brother, Sherman,
gngin: oggz(e):dtgﬁt&rg'sg:: crease nor decrease apprecia- took the same 1Q test and gota
. . bly, for many years. score of 102. Because his score
was derived by finding Man- is below 110, there is little
ny’s Mental Age on the basis of F 5. Manny happens to be black. chance that h e, could be admit-
his answers to the test ques- Knowing this, we can estimate ted to a college e
tions, dividing that by his Chro- that Manny’s score is lower ge- )
nological Age, and multiplying than it should be because 1Q i
by 100, as in (MA/CA) x 100 tests are biased against minor- T F 8. ThelQ testthat Mannyand
= 1Q. ity groups. Sherman took was an estab-
lished and highly respected test,
but the publisher still may not
have checked to see whether
John Hills is Professor of Educa- the IQ scores are useful for pre-
tional Measurement in the Depart- dicting performance in school
mentof Educational Research, Develop- and may not have published
ment and Foundations of the College relevant results in the test man-
of Education at Florida State Univer- ual.
sity. He has held that position since
1966. Prior to coming to Florida State
University, he was in the Research F 9. Although Manny’s teacher
Division of Educational Testing Ser- needs to know Manny’s score,
vice in Princeton, New Jersey, and and it should be posted in the
later Director of Testing and Gui- school records, Manny should
dance for the Board of Regents of the not be allowe(i to know what
University System of Georgia. He is a his 1 .
member of the Board of Directors of is 1Q score is.
NCME, has been an Advisory Editor
for the journal of Educational Mea- T F 10. Ifsomeone had taken Man-
surement, the Personnel and Gui- ny aside and showed him how
dance Journal, and Research in Higher Education. He was an Examiner in to do some of the kinds of items
Aptitude Testing for the College Entrance Examination Board for several years, on the IQ test and let him prac-
and was Chairman of that group in 1971-72. His introductory textbook on tice on those kinds of items a
measurement and evaluation for teachers is w:dely used and has been trans- bit. hi ioht have been
lated into Spanish. 1, us score might have
noticeably higher. :
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T F 6. The test that Manny took

had two scores, one for Verbal
skills and one for Performance
or Nonverbal skills. The differ-
ence between the Verbal and
Nonverbal IQs was 15 points.
A skilled clinician can use that
information by itself to make a
useful diagnosis of emotional
disturbance or organic brain

injury.
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