Delaware celebrates winning first place in 2011 text4baby State Enrollment Contest 
Newark, Del.- January 30, 2012- Text4baby partner organizations in the state of Delaware were honored for winning first place in the 2011 text4baby State Enrollment Contest. The competition encouraged partners in each state to enroll women in text4baby, a free text-messaging service of the National Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition that provides critical health and safety information during pregnancy and baby’s first year of life. 
Over the course of the contest, partners in Delaware utilized diverse outreach methods, combining media, a statewide contest and targeted distribution of text4baby materials to every obstetrician in the state. With their collective efforts, 4.5 percent of eligible moms were enrolled in the service during the contest period, and the number of participants in Delaware nearly doubled–increasing to 979 registered text4baby users, as of October 2011. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Monday, national text4baby representatives presented the Delaware partner organizations from across the state with an award at a brunch sponsored by the National Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition at the John H. Ammon Medical Education Center at Christiana Hospital in Newark. U.S. Senator Tom Carper (D-Del.), a long-time supporter of the text4baby campaign, recognized the Delaware organizations for their hard work and commitment to keeping mothers and babies healthy in their communities.  

“The text4baby program gives reassuring reminders to expectant mothers about the important steps they should be taking to make their pregnancy a healthy one,” said Carper. “I was thrilled when I found out that Delaware—the First State—is also the First State in enrollment in the text4baby program. It shows us that new mothers are putting their baby’s first.” 
Delaware’s Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) Secretary Rita Landgraf also attended the event. DHSS’ Birth to Three program is a major text4baby partner, with the Division of Public Health providing funding for Delaware’s program. The Delaware Developmental Disabilities Council and Blue Cross Blue Shield of Delaware also provide funding.
Leading the text4baby enrollment efforts in Delaware is the Center for Disabilities Studies at the University of Delaware, with Karen Zalewski at the project coordinator. More than 20 other agencies and providers across the state are partners, including Christiana Care Health System and Westside Family Healthcare. 
Though the contest has ended, text4baby partners nationwide are continuing to work together to reach more women with this valuable resource. The 2011 text4baby State Enrollment Contest provided a way for states to actively participate in making sure that pregnant women and new moms across the country are getting the most important information they need to ensure their child’s healthy development. 
About text4baby
By simply texting "BABY" (or “BEBE” for information in Spanish) to 511411, women can register to receive weekly text messages, timed to their individual due dates or their baby's birth date throughout their pregnancy and baby’s first year. The tips and messages have been developed in collaboration with government and non-profit health experts. Text4baby is made possible through a public-private partnership that includes government, corporations, academic institutions, professional associations, tribal agencies and non-profit organizations. Johnson & Johnson is the founding sponsor. Founding partners include the National Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition, Voxiva, CTIA - The Wireless Foundation and Grey Healthcare Group (a WPP company). U.S. government partners are the Department of Health and Human Services, the Department of Defense Military Health System and the US Department of Agriculture. The mobile health platform is provided by Voxiva, and free messaging services are generously provided by participating wireless service providers. Implementation partners include BabyCenter, Danya International, Syniverse Technologies, Keynote Systems, and The George Washington University. MTV Networks is a media sponsor.

About the Center for Disabilities
The Center for Disabilities Studies at the University of Delaware supports the well-being, inclusion and empowerment of people with disabilities and their families. The mission of the Center for Disabilities Studies is to enhance the lives of individuals and families through education, prevention, service and research related to disabilities. The Center promotes independence and productivity so individuals and families can fully participate in the life of their communities in Delaware and beyond. More information is available at www.udel.edu/cds.


