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Hazard

All Causes

Motor Vehicle Accidents
Work Accidents
Homicides

Falls

Drownings
Fires
Poisonings
Civil Aviation
Boating
Tornadoes
Bites and Stings

Source: Wilson, R. and Crouch, E., Risk/Benefit Analysis. Cambridge: Baltimore, 1982
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Influenza

Leukemia
Struck by Automobile
Floods

Tornadoes (Midwest)
Earthquakes (California)
Nuclear Power Plant
Meteorite

Risk of Death /
Person / Year

1in 5000

1in 12,500
1in 20,000 B

1in 455,000

1in 455,000

1 in 588,000

1in 10 million

1in 100 billion %%

Source: Dinman, B.D., “The Reality and Acceptance of Risk,” Journal of the American
Medical Association, Vol. 244 (11): 1126-1128, 1980.
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Activity Cause of Death

Smoking 1.4 Cigarettes Cancer, Heart Disease
Drinking 0.5 Liter of Wine Cirrhosis of the Liver
Traveling 10 miles by Bicycle Accident

Traveling 300 miles by Car Accident

Flying 1000 miles by Jet Accident

One Chest X-Ray Cancer from Radiation
Eating 40 Tablespoons of Peanut Butter Liver Cancer from Aflatoxin
Eating 100 Charcoal-Broiled Steaks Cancer from Benzopyrene
Drinking 30 Cans of Diet Soda Cancer from Saccharin

Living 150 years within 20 miles of
a Nuclear Power Plant Cancer from Radiation

Risk of Accident by Living within 5
Miles of a Nuclear Reactor for 50 Years Cancer from Radiation

Source: Wilson, R., “Analyzing the Risks of Daily Life,” Technology Review, 81, (19796




“There is no point in getting Into a panic
about the risks of life until you have
compared the risks which worry you with
those that don’t, but perhaps should.”

(Lord Rothschild, The Wall Street Journal, 1979).

The 1 in a million risk level used to
regulate some chemicals and other
hazards Is many times below risks which
people face every day.
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