Friday, March 11th at 3pm CSB 003  
(refreshments and free prizes for first 20 attendees)
Gait Mechanics in subjects with Multiple Sclerosis

Multiple Sclerosis (MS) is a disease of the central nervous system that
affects approximately 400,000 Americans.  MS is characterized by
demyelination of the nerves in the brain and spinal cord.  Symptoms are
related to sensory and motor function and are unpredictable and variable
depending on the size and location of the demyelination.  Patients with
MS often complain of fluctuation in their symptoms and movement patterns
that they frequently attribute to fatigue.  Since the symptoms and
fatigue levels of MS can vary within and between days, it is
advantageous to characterize changes in gait mechanics in patients with
MS in an effort to be able to determine intervention efficacy.

The aims of this study are to determine the within- and between-day
differences in:

   1. variability of gait mechanics in subjects with MS compared to
      healthy control subjects
   2. discrete gait mechanics parameters in subjects with MS and to
      determine the effects of fatigue on gait parameters.
   3. joint symmetry in subjects with MS as compared to healthy control
      subjects.

I will present preliminary results for these aims in preparation for my
dissertation proposal.
