ACEI SELF ASSESSMENT TOOL
ADAPTED FROM THE

GLOBAL GUIDELINES FOR THE EDUCATION AND CARE
OF YOUNG CHILDREN

ENVIRONMENT AND PHYSICAL SPACE

The young child’s learning environment must be physically and psychologically safe. Physical
safety includes the need to protect the child from health hazards that prohibit the child’s ability
to learn and develop. The need to address the child’s psychological safety implies that the
overall environment should instill a sense of belonging and well-being for all children. The
physical space should be organized to provide a variety of learning experiences for all children
of different races, gender, ethnicity, or special needs. Resources within this environment
should reflect the cultural experiences and traditions of the children and families using the
setting. Overall, this safe environment should empower the child by providing opportunities for
exploration, play, and practicing life skills.

Subcategory: Environment and Physical Space

1. The environment and physical space are free from hazards, including unsafe equipment,
pollution, andviolence.

O inadequate

O minimum
Classroom Examples: O adequate

O good
O excellent
O not applicable

2a. The environment provides basic sanitation, safe and nutritious food,
potable water and adequate ventilation.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

2b. The environment promotes good health practices. (e.g. personal O excellent
hygiene including washing of hands). O notapplicable

Classroom Examples:




Comments:

3. The environment provides children with a sense of well-being, belonging, security, and

freedom from fear.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

4. Equipment and the physical structure are regularly maintained and cleaned.

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable




Subcategory: Developmentally Stimulating Environment

1. There are opportunities for frequent and positive child-child and child-adult interactions.

Classroom Examples:

2. The environment stimulates children to play, explore, and discover.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

3. There are opportunities for children to engage in active play.
Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

4. The environment is aesthetically pleasing and attractive to children. There are a variety of

colors, textures, surfaces, and visual dimensions.

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable




5. There is a variety of materials that promote problem solving, critical thinking, and creativity

for children with different talents and abilities.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

6. Outdoor play equipment and space provide a variety of movement possibilities.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

7. The environment contains opportunities for the creation and extension of play, such as

constructions, gardening, natural habitats, and walking paths.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

8. There are resources reflective of the local environment for children to use, including

readily available natural materials. (** Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable




9. The space is effectively organized so that materials for play and artistic expression are

readily accessible to the children.

Classroom Examples:

10a. The indoor environment contains materials for children to construct
their own play things.

Classroom Examples:

10b. The outdoor environment contains safe materials for children to
construct their own play things.

Classroom Examples:

10c. Children co-participate in the creation and organization of an
evolving environment. (** Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable




CURRICULUM CONTENT AND PEDAGOGY

Early childhood curriculum includes experiences, routines, and interactions that occur in each
child’s day in group settings and in family care. Curriculum is a plan that reflects the educa-
tional philosophy and provides guidelines for educatiors and caregivers and the interactions
between adults and children who carry out the plan. The child is at the heart of the curriculum.
All children are competent and their learning must be rooted in experiences appropriate to their
developmental levels and cultures. A quality early childhood curriculum is focused on the whole
child and considers physical, cognitive, linguistic, creative, and social and emotional growth.
The ultimate goal of an early childhood curriculum is to produce more competent, caring, and
empathic world citizens.

Subcategory: The Curriculum

1. Acurriculum plan exists for fostering children’s learning.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

2. Flexible, comprehensive plans that are oriented to the children, family, and cultural contexts
are implemented.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

Comments:




Subcategory: The Content of the Curriculum

1. The curriculum gives children the opportunity to master information and practice the skills
that they need in order to function effectively in society. (** Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples:

2a. The curriculum emphasizes content that is connected to real world
experiences, values, hopes, dreams, and expectations of families and
communities.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

2b. The children are active contributors in planning the curriculum.
(** Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

Comments:




Subcategory: Pedagogical Methods

1. Educators/caregivers develop a supportive teaching and caring relationship with children.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate

O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

2. Educators/caregivers possess a basic understanding of pedagogical principles that provide
guidelines for practice.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

3. Educators/caregivers have an expansive repertoire of methods upon which they can draw
to recognize the children’s own learning strategies and support the learning of the child.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

Comments:




Subcategory: Learning Materials

1. Educators/caregivers use local and natural materials as resources for teaching and
learning. (**Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

2. Adequate curriculum materials and equipment are provided that are appropriate to
children’s special needs and that maintain the integrity of their own culture, such as art, music,
dance, and drama.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

Comments:




Subcategory: Assessment of Children’s Progress

1a. Each child’s strengths and assets are recognized and individual
progress is monitored. (**Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples:

1b. Individual progress is shared with parents and families in
appropriate ways. (**Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples:

2a. The children are engaged in self-evaluation.
(**Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

2b. The children’s learning is evaluated not only in terms of knowledge,
but also in terms of their learning processes and performance.
(**Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

10



Comments:

Subcategory: Evaluation of Programs

1. The program is evaluated regularly, using criteria that consider the overall contributions and

relevance of the program to children and society. (**Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

2. The program is comprehensively andcontinuously evaluated in terms of its attainment of
local, regional, national, and international standards for excellence in the care and education

of young children.

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

11



EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS AND CAREGIVERS

Educating and caring for young children is one of the most important and demanding responsi-
bilities that an individual can assume. It is crucial that educators and caregivers possess ap-
propriate characteristics for assuming those responsibilities related to the developmental level
of the children, and knowledge of effective programming.

Subcategory: Knowledge and Performance

1. Educators/Caregivers demonstrate knowledge of child growth, development, and learning
and are able to apply this knowledge to practice.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

2. Educators/Caregivers demonstrate knowledge of the use of space, materials, and time in
order to adapt them appropriately to the needs of the children and in relation to the program

that is being implemented.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

Comments:
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3a. Educators/Caregivers communicate effectively with children.

Classroom Examples:

3b. Educators/Caregivers communicate effectively with colleagues.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum
O adequate
O good

O excellent

3c. Educators/Caregivers communicate effectively with parents. O notapplicable

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

13



4. Educators/Caregivers work collaboratively and in partnership with others.
(** Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

5. Educators/Caregivers understand and implement an effective program and use a variety of
learning materials.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

6. Educators/Caregivers reflect on their individual practices and make appropriate changes.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

Comments:




Subcategory: Personal and Professional Characteristics

1. Educators/Caregivers exhibit personal characteristics that demonstrate caring, acceptance,

sensitivity, empathy, and warmth toward others.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

2. Educators/Caregivers exhibit a personal commitment to lifelong learning.

Classroom Examples:

3. Educators/Caregivers are advocates for children and their families.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable
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Subcategory: Moral/Ethical Dimensions

1. Educators/Caregivers respect children, their culture, and family practices.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

2. Educators/Caregivers show courage to act on behalf of children and to speak up for the

protection of the children.

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable
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PARTNERSHIP WITH FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES

The care and education of children is a shared responsibility among the family, educators,
caregivers, and the community. Within the family and community, all participants share an
ethical/moral responsibility to promote the optimum conditions for the well-being of children.

1. Program policies promote partnership and positive, constructive relationships with families

and community.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

2. Program policies provide opportunities for families to participate at different levels, based

on their strengths and life experiences. (**Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum
O adequate
O good

O excellent

O not applicable
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3a. Program policies support the development of positive, constructive
relationships between educators/ caregivers and children.

Classroom Examples:

3b. Program policies support the development of positive, constructive
relationships between children.
Classroom Examples:

3c. Program policies support the development of positive, constructive
relationships between educators/ caregivers and families.
Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

Comments:
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4. Program policies provide support for families either directly or through links with other

community resources.

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

Subcategory: Communication with Families

1. There are ongoing discussions and conferences between educators/ caregivers and fami-
lies concerning children’s progress and other issues of concern to individual families in a

language understood by parents.

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable
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2. When feasible, opportunities are provided for children to become familiar with the setting
and for educators and caregivers to become acquainted with the families prior to a child’s

participation in the program.

Classroom Examples:

3. Educators/Caregivers conductinformal/formal reviews with parents summarizing events of

the year.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

4. Resources are available for families to support child development and learning. (**Please

give examples.)

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable
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Subcategory: Moral/Ethical Responsibilities and Behaviors

1. There are procedures for protection of the children.

Classroom Examples:

2. Program experiences foster self-esteem and self-confidence in all the

Classroom Examples:

3. Moral/spiritual/ethical experiences in the curriculum reflect and promote values of individual

families. (**Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

children.

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable
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Subcategory: Training and Education Policies

1. Guidelines are established for parent participation and involvement in the setting.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

2. Information is made available to parents on aspects of child development and learning.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

3. Materials and/or information sessionsthat are suitable for the community culture and geo-
graphical location are made available to parents.

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable
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Subcategory: Recognition of Diversity

1. The setting exhibits respect, tolerance, and acceptance of all forms of diversity, including
culture, ethnicity, age, language, religion, gender, social economic status, family composition,
and special needs.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

2. Opportunities are provided for ongoing training of educators and caregivers to enhance
knowledge and understanding about issues of diversity.

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

Classroom Examples:

3. Materials and strategies ensure participation and engagement offamilies with diverse char-
acteristics (e.g. cultural, linguistic, racial, or socioeconomic).

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

Comments:




Subcategory: Transition of Children from Home to the Setting

1. Information on the expectations of the setting and the curriculum is disseminated to

families.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

2. Connections between home and the setting are encouraged and maintained.

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable
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Subcategory: Opportunities for Family and Community Participation

1. Opportunities are provided for families and community representatives to observe program

activities.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

2. Collaboration is established with families for monitoring children’s progress and

assessment.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

Comments:
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3. Collaboration is established with families and community representatives for program plan-
ning, management, and evaluation. (**Please give examples of community representatives.)

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

4. Families and community representatives participate in the decision making process.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

5. Opportunities are provided for volunteering, such as assisting in the classroom and contrib-
uting parental expertise skills to the setting when feasible or enabling families to construct
educational materials for use with the children.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

Comments:
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Subcategory: Interprofessional Collaboration

1. Collaboration is established with psychologists, social workers, health visitors, businesses,
public services, schools, religious groups, leisure services, and family associations as needed.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

2. Support is provided for families in need. (**Please give examples.)

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

Comments:




YOUNG CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

Children with special needs are those with impairments, disabilities, illnesses, risks associated
with developmental delay, or exceptional abilities/talents. In order to develop to their potential,
these children require support services beyond those that are considered sufficient for the
development for their same-age peers. The special needs may be due to a wide variety of
factors. Children’s special needs may range from those requiring minimal attention to those
requiring minimal to those requiring extensive modifications and/or services. The concept of
special needs is socially constructed and, because each society is unique, each will develop a
meaningful concept of special needs, identify gaps in services, and develop a plan for atten-
dant services provisions.

Subcategory: Access and Equity of Services

1. Both female and male children have equal access and equity in types and levels of support.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

2. Children from low-income groups have access and equity similar to that of high-income
groups.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

Comments:
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3. Children from all types of communities (e.g., urban, rural) have similar access and equity.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

4. Children have access and equity irrespective of their religious, ethnic, language, or cultural
affiliation.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

Comments:




5. Policymakers include equal access and equity standards in public policy (e.g. local policy

board, state or regional policymakers, and/or national policymakers). (**Please give examples

of relevant policymakers.)

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

6. Information about opportunities for access and equity of services are made available to all
groups through culturally relevant and effective media channels. (**Please give examples of

media channels.)

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable
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Subcategory: Basic Health and Nutrition

1. Policies and funding for educating families and educators/caregivers about proper nutrition
and health practices are available to both reduce the incidence of special needs and to provide
support.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

2. Information is provided to parents and community members to enable them to make appro-
priate decisions about children’s health care.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

Comments:




Subcategory: Common Philosophy and Common Aims

1. A multi- or trans-disciplinary team is composed of the parents of children with disabilities

and staff relevant to meeting the particular child’s needs.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

2. There is an identified person for planning, coordinating, and monitoring the delivery of

services.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

Comments:
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3. Policymakers request written, individual plans for all children with disabilities. (**Please

give examples of relevant policymakers.)

Classroom Examples:

4. Policymakers require review and revisions of such plans on a regular
basis.

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable
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Subcategory: Staff and Service Providers

1. At least one staff member and/or service provider in a setting has the skills to identify the

special needs of children or there is access to a professional with those skills.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

2. Staff members and/or service providers are able to individualize and make appropriate
modifications for education and care of childrenaccording to their individual needs.

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable
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3. Staff members and/or service providers are able to establish ongoing relationships with
parents/guardians and families in meeting the needs of their children.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

4. Staff members and/or service providers are skilled in dealing with policymakers, as well as
community agencies, when collaborating to meet children’s needs.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

Comments:




Subcategory: Adaptations to Indoor and Outdoor Environments

1. The ratio of adults to children allows individual needs of all children to be met.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

2. Adaptive equipment and materials to facilitate special needs children’s full involvement in
the environment are provided.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O notapplicable

Comments:
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Subcategory: Services Delivery

1. Services are delivered to the greatest extent possible within an inclusive environment of
special needs children and non-special needs children.

Classroom Examples:

2. Families of children with special needs are involved in decision-making, planning, delivery,

and assessment of services.

Classroom Examples:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

3. To the maximum extent possible, the child with special needs is actively included in the

activities of the center community.

Classroom Examples:

Comments:

O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable
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Subcategory: Responsiveness to Individual Needs

1. Staff and service providers demonstrate awareness, knowledge, and understanding of the
developmental, cultural, religious, and gender variables associated with the special needs
children they serve.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

2. Staff and service providers facilitate acceptance and inclusion of all children, regardless of
differences indevelopmental level, culture, religion, or gender.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

3. Advocacy for programs and services for all children with special needs is pursued.

Classroom Examples: O inadequate
O minimum

O adequate

O good

O excellent

O not applicable

Comments:
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