What We Know About Adolescent Learners
1.  Their pre-frontal lobes are not fully developed, resulting in poor impulse control.  (This is especially true of males.)

2.  Social interactions are very important to many adolescents.

3.  Students learn in a variety of ways.  (Think about multiple intelligences.)  For many, direct instruction is not the most effective strategy.

4.  Some adolescents lead tightly scheduled, complex lives with many demands upon their time and attention.

5.  An increasing number of adolescents do not live in a traditional two-parent family.

6.  Many adolescents are highly connected to technology.

7.  Some adolescents have limited (or unrealistic) goals for their future.  (I’ll win the lottery.  I’ll play in the NBA.  I’ll marry a millionaire.)

8.  Some adolescents are verbally loud and/or abusive and/or profane.  They reflect some of the values projected in the media that surrounds them.

9.  Some adolescents place a high value on success and want to live up to the expectations of their families and teachers.

10.  Some adolescents are being diagnosed with a wide variety of conditions:  ADD, ADHD, ODD, bipolar disorder, etc. that result in the need for either academic accommodations or understanding.

11.   Standardized testing such as DSTP and SAT are a source of stress for some adolescents.

YOUR ASSIGNMENT:

As a teacher you cannot change many of these factors; in fact, if you try to change them or ignore them, serious classroom management issues may result.  Choose five out of the eleven factors listed above, ideally ones that are present among the students you teach.  For each one, devise and briefly explain three strategies that you will try out in your teaching to address these realities.

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Score

	Factor One
	Strategies are unrealistic or unusable; they are not explained
	Strategies are poorly explained and stand little chance of success
	Strategies are explained; they are realistic and useful
	Strategies are creative and compassionate; they are fully explained.  You’re on your way to being a master teacher!
	

	Factor Two
	Strategies are unrealistic or unusable; they are not explained
	Strategies are poorly explained and stand little chance of success
	Strategies are explained; they are realistic and useful
	Strategies are creative and compassionate; they are fully explained.  You’re on your way to being a master teacher
	

	Factor Three
	Strategies are unrealistic or unusable; they are not explained
	Strategies are poorly explained and stand little chance of success
	Strategies are explained; they are realistic and useful
	Strategies are creative and compassionate; they are fully explained.  You’re on your way to being a master teacher
	

	Factor Four
	Strategies are unrealistic or unusable; they are not explained
	Strategies are poorly explained and stand little chance of success
	Strategies are explained; they are realistic and useful
	Strategies are creative and compassionate; they are fully explained.  You’re on your way to being a master teacher
	

	Factor Five
	Strategies are unrealistic or unusable; they are not explained
	Strategies are poorly explained and stand little chance of success
	Strategies are explained; they are realistic and useful
	Strategies are creative and compassionate; they are fully explained.  You’re on your way to being a master teacher
	


