Lesson Plan 4:  Engaging Students from the Start

One of the most powerful classroom management tools is an engaging start to the lesson.  Students who are “caught” from the start of the class forget to be bad!

1.  Select one upcoming lesson for one class.  Briefly describe the following:

· The subject and grade level for this lesson

· What material this lesson will cover

· The essential question for the lesson

· Where this lesson fits in the unit (Is it the first day of the unit?  Does it fall in the middle or end of the unit?)

· The enduring understanding for the unit

· Does this class usually present classroom management challenges?  If so, describe them briefly.

2.  Design an engaging, dynamic opening for this lesson!  I want you to focus specifically on the opening five to seven minutes.  Write a description of what you will do for that critical first part of the lesson.  Describe how this opening will serve to activate prior knowledge or provide information needed for the rest of the lesson – or perhaps both.  The opening must have an academic purpose as well as high engagement.
3.  At our next class you will teach this five to seven minute opening to our class.  Bring whatever you need to teach as many people as we have in class.  We will be happy to role play whatever grade level you designate.
Scoring Rubric for Lesson Plan 4
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	Background
	I have very little sense of the students and unit for which this was designed
	I have some insight into the students and the unit
	I have a good sense of the context into which this lesson fits
	I not only understand the context, but I can see how this will address management issues
	This is vividly descriptive and clearly shows me who will benefit from this introduction
	

	Design of the opening
	Boring!
	This has only a small chance of engaging students
	It’s better than the same old same old, but it lacks vitality
	This sounds like fun – and it has a solid educational purpose
	Based on today’s start, I can’t wait to see what’s next!
	

	Presentation in Class
	Unprepared
	Engages only a small number of students
	Engages about half of the students
	Engages the majority of the students
	Creates enthusiasm for learning and excitement about the rest of the lesson!
	

	Classroom Management during Presentation
	Problems existed everywhere
	You failed to handle several problems that arose during your teaching
	The class was basically under control
	The class was not only under control but most members were participating
	I only wish that your principal had seen this!
	

	
	
	
	
	Your grade:
	
	


