Finding Solutions I

Sometimes a crucial step in improving student behavior is gaining an understanding of WHY a student is behaving the way she or he is.  This allows the teacher to see that the  behavior or attitude that is a surface manifestation of something deeper and more significant.

In order to complete this assignment you need to do the following:

1.  Think of three difficult/challenging/intriguing students whom you have encountered so far in your teaching career.  I want you to select students about whom you have learned additional information that has helped you to understand their behaviors or problems or reactions.  It would also be helpful if this additional information has led you to partial or full answers about how to successfully teach these students.

2.  For each one, write a description of the behaviors that occurred in your classroom.  Change names and any other identifying characteristics that would allow a reader to specifically identify this student.  Do NOT include any of that additional information that helps to explain the behavior.  Cut apart your three descriptions so that each “case study” is on its own slip of paper.  These will be shared during our next class session.  Others will hypothesize about the reasons beneath the student’s behavior, and you will then explain what you actually found out.

3.  Then I want you to make a second copy of the student behavior descriptions that you wrote for Step 2.  This time, under each description, I want you to include the following:

· What additional information you learned that helped you to understand the student’s behavior

· How you learned this information

· How this information helped you to more successfully teach this student

This will be handed in to me to be graded.  
Scoring Rubric

	
	1
	3
	Points Earned

	Student 1
	Case study provides little description or insight
	Case study has detail and insight 
	

	Student 2
	Case study provides little description or insight
	Case study has detail and insight 
	

	Student 3
	Case study provides little description or insight
	Case study has detail and insight 
	

	Writing
	Shows attention to standards of correct writing
	
	


