Establishing Your Classroom Rules and Policies

Now it is time to figure out what is non-negotiable for you in your classroom and to list them as policies or rules to be consistently enforced in your classroom.

Please keep in mind the following:

· Limit your list to a reasonable number of rules that you know you will be able to consistently enforce.

· Make certain that your rules are in compliance with district and school policies.

· Make certain that you know why these rules are in effect and can clearly and compellingly explain them to students.

· Inform students of the consequences for each rule if it is not followed.

· Try to word your rules in a positive rather than negative manner.

Present your list of rules exactly as you would hand them out to students.  

Establishing Your Classroom Rules and Policies Rubric
	Criteria
	1
	2
	3
	

	Content
	Rules appear “picky”
	Rules only partially address important issues
	Rules appear to address important issues
	

	Clarity
	Rules are vague; students are unlikely to see how they can be applied
	Some rules leave room for argument or interpretation
	Rules are very clear; students will understand how they apply to their own behavior
	

	Feasibility
	Rules appear to violate school policy and/or common sense
	Rules appear consistent with both school policy and common sense
	
	

	
	Rules would be impossible to enforce fairly and consistently
	Some rules would be difficult to enforce fairly and consistently
	
	

	Consequences
	No consequences are stated
	Consequences are somewhat vague
	Consequences are clearly stated
	

	
	Consequences do not appear to match the rules; major and minor violations have the same consequence
	Consequences are somewhat vague
	Consequences are clearly stated and are fair based on the severity of the issue
	

	Impact
	Rules appear largely punitive and are likely to foster a negative learning environment
	Some rules may not foster positive learning environment; students do not have a clear way to redeem themselves
	Rules radiate a concern for a positive learning environment; students can always redeem themselves
	

	Mechanics
	Handout is well organized and technically correct
	
	
	


Total Points (Out of 20):  ______________________________

