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CULTURAL LITERARY BOOK ANALYSIS
TASK: Write a Cultural Literary Analysis of Half of a Yellow Moon by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
CULTURAL LITERARY ANALYSIS:  A literary analysis is neither a book review nor a book report. You are not asked whether or not you liked the book and why. You are not asked whether you would recommend the book to someone else and why. You do not summarize the book and you can assume that I have read the novel. When you read a novel for a cultural anthropology class, you are asked to read in a special way. You do not read for information. You do read looking for ways of thinking about the subject matter.  The questions you do ask are: how does this piece of literature actually work? What are the major themes that comprise the novel? Describe the main characters, their qualities and their relationships with other characters and explain why the author created the characters as he did? In other words, how do the characters contribute to the novel? What is the basic plot and how is culture intertwined within the novel? It is a cultural literary analysis because important attention is paid to culture which shapes the plot, characters and the view of reality as presented within the novel. Whatever novel you read the author encodes her/his culture in the various literary devices of which the book is composed. (See below for Literary Devices) We find culture most readily in setting, character’s qualities, social relationships and both social and gender roles. You will find culture in things that confuse you, seem different and hard to make sense of. You will find culture in what the author takes for granted and treats as “common sense”
PRE-READING RESEARCH:  Without this very important pre-reading step, it is likely that you will be overwhelmed by information of which you are not familiar. Do a search in JSTOR and Project Muse (full text data base available Morris Library on line via DELCAT) on both the title of the novel, Half of a Yellow Moon and the author, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. Your aim is to learn what others—reviewers and essayists—have said about the novel and its author. Reading book reviews will give you information about how others have assessed the strengths and weaknesses of the novel as well as their opinion of the novel’s place in African Literature and Adichie’s contribution to African Literature. When you read material about the author, look for information about the subjects of other novels written by Adichie and look for comments about the Adichie’s style and aim of the Adichie’s work. Is there a pattern in the books Adichie has written?  Where is the novel Half of a Yellow Moon, placed within the body of Adichie’s work? For background material on the time and setting of the novel, read about the time when Nigeria became an independent nation-state. Also read about the Nigerian civil war in the 60s which involved the separatist creation of the nation of Biafra. Read about the aftermath of the civil war in Nigeria and the collapse of Biafra. Note especially the different ethnic groups on the Nigerian side and on the side of Biafra. 

ASSIGNMENT: Write a 5-6 page 1.5 line spaced cultural literary analysis essay based on the novel Half of a Yellow Sun. Content instructions are discussed below. See your syllabus for the due date. Use one inch margins all around. No need for a separate title page; type the title on the top of the page and drop 2 spaces and begin your essay. Insert your name and date in the upper left corner of the page. Use no font larger than 12. Staple you’re the pages of your essay together. No paper will be accepted if it is not stapled together.
CONTENT INSTRUCTIONS

INTRODUCTION In your Introduction provide any necessary content needed to situate the reader. Include a brief summary of your pre-reading findings. For example, what did you learn about the book and the author from reading the reviews? Be sure you properly cite your sources. All text that is not originally written by you must be cited within your written text. Use direct quotes sparingly. Be sure to include what is the subject of your essay and why is it important? What is your thesis statement? Your paper must have a thesis statement.  Say why your particular position or perspective on the subject is noteworthy? Indicate the organization of the essay to come—i.e., first, I will discuss….. And so on. Divide your essay into the following three sections: Introduction, Discussion, and Conclusion .Your introduction may be more than one paragraph in length. Most important, I should finish reading your introduction with a good sense of the scope of the essay as well as the path you will take toward proving your thesis. Remember one idea to one paragraph and remember to write transition paragraphs. 
QUESTIONS TO WRITE ABOUT:  A cultural literary analysis makes culture a significant component in the literary devices: theme (s), plot, qualities characters manifest, conflict, and settings, cultural beliefs and practices that the author creates in his/her story. Culture figures in what you come up with as answers to the following questions. What struck you as strange, memorable and extraordinary? Did an image, sentence, scene, paragraph, dialogue between characters linger in your mind for a long time? What confused you? What aspects of the culture seem different and difficult to understand from your point of view? Maybe you were surprised to see a character act in a certain way or maybe you did not understand why the book ended the way it did. Ask yourself why the author chooses to write about a character or a scene the way he did and you might tap into some important insights about the novel. How did the novel affect you? Why? Did the novel cause you to alter or change your ways of thinking about the subject matter? Literary devices are present throughout the novel. In your opinion, which literary devices are most significant to the novel? What aspect of culture confused you, or what behavior/belief is very different from your own culture (remember make no judgments about the culture or other ethnocentric comments), intrigued you the most? Give an example of a dialogue that you feel is central to the novel and tell why the dialogue is so significant? All of the aforementioned questions involve an explicit discussion of culture somewhere within your response.
WRITING A CULTURAL LITERARY ANALYSIS: Once you know what question(s) you want to answer (see above) it is time to collect material; look for evidence in the book that will help you formulate your response to the question (s) you selected and that will support your thesis statement. It is usually helpful to write a provisional thesis statement once you start your reading. Do not worry if you do not have a clear idea of exactly what you are going to write about.  After you have selected the question(s) you want to answer, it is useful to make a list of the things you think you should know in order to answer your questions. Note taking is an invaluable help when preparing your essay. Annotate your text—write in the margins or keep a separate notebook or pad for your reading notes. DO NOT USE HIGHLIGHTER—HIGHLIGHTING IS A PASSIVE ACTIVITY THAT ONLY ENDS UP COLORING A PAGE IN YOUR BOOK YELLOW, PINK OR BLUE. If you must highlight, then do so with a purpose. Ask yourself is this important? Why?  Highlight a sentence or a word or a paragraph then make a note in the margins that tells you something about why you highlighted whatever you highlighted. If you have any questions about this assignment, please send me an email or come to see me during office hours. If you think it would be helpful to you, I will read your paper (when you submit it) as a draft. Simply write DRAFT after your title so I know that your paper is not the finished paper.
LITERARY DEVICES: WHERE TO FIND CULTURE

WHAT TO LOOK FOR AS YOU READ:
Pattern: Did you notice an underlining image, relationship characterization, phrase and/or belief and/or behavior/and/or depiction of characters and so on that is repeated throughout the novel? Can you figure out how the pattern weaves through the entire novel and its significance? Keep in mind that the pattern will be rooted in culture. For example, Nigeria is a patrilineal culture which means that men dominate. On the other hand, that does not also mean women are submissive and passive. It does mean that the relationship between men and woman as husband and wife, brothers and sisters, fathers and daughters/sons are complex and different from your own culture.
Characters:  The people who act and are acted upon—their personality i.e., particular qualities the author assigns them as persons or their “persona”. Here again you will find that culture is a factor. Expect to find “personality” a different configuration of qualities that you would expect to find in your own culture.
Conflict: The central tension(s) in the novel. In most cases the protagonist (main) character(s) wants something while opposing forces (antagonist) hinders the protagonist(s) progress. Culture comes into play in what the conflict is about. Be careful not to attribute “conflict” to “human nature” for culture shapes conflict and makes it distinct. For example, father and sons in all cultures experience conflict but what the conflict is about, the interplay of the authority of the father and the obedience of the son, what is considered “normal” conflict and how the conflict is resolved is shaped by culture.
Setting: When and where the novel takes place. Elements of setting include location, time, period, and weather, social, political, historical and economic conditions. At a micro level, every “act” and “activities” have settings configured by culture. For example, family dinners, living quarters, parties and marriage ceremonies all have settings shaped by culture. Even if the setting seems “western”, keep in mind that it is a hybrid arrangement because it is not a ceremony indigenous to the native culture. Nor does a “western” aspect of culture reflect the superiority of “western culture”. It does reflect a legacy of colonialism since Nigeria was a colony of Great Britain.
Themes: The main idea(s) of the work—usually an abstract idea(s) about people, society, life in general—embedded in the novel. Themes may be contradictory and many themes maybe in tension and/or conflict with one another. Themes are not obvious but something intuitive and since you are reading about a culture different from your own, themes may seem confusing to you.

Elements of Style: These are the “how” of the story—how the characters speak to others, how language is used throughout the text, how the story is constructed. Is the structure of the story different from what you may expect? Culture shapes how the story unfolds. African novels are derived from the African Oral Tradition in which stories and history were hand down through the generations. This means that culture influences the “telling” of the story in many ways subtle and not so subtle.

Structure and Organization: How parts of the novel are assemble. Some novels are narrated in linear chronological order while others may skip from present to past. Or, it may be the case the novel is structure by the life story of one individual. Some authors leave gaps for the reader to figure out the missing information. A novel’s structure and organization can tell you a lot about the kind of message it wants to convey. Since American culture emphasizes the individual, you will tend to focus on an individual. To do so minimizes the importance of the community and the community’s relationship to the individual

Point of View:  Point of view is the perspective from which a story is told in first person point of views. In the third person point of view, the narrator doesn’t participate in the story but closely follows a specific character recounting the individual character’s thoughts and experiences.
