Cultural Sketches: The Kaluli
1. Live in tropical rainforest in Southern Highlands Province of Papua, New Guinea. Most numerous of 4 horticultural groups who collectively call themselves Bosavi kalu which means “people of Bosavi. Add the suffix “li” makes the meaning of Kaluli  to be “real people”. Noting themselves as real people which distinguishes themselves from everybody else is a characteristic of indigenous groups.

2. Live in several long house communities. Extended families live in Long Houses. The resident pattern is patrilocal: a man resides with his father, his mother, his wife and their children and with his brothers and their children and unmarried sisters. Long House can provide residence for up to 60 people or fifteen related families. Other long houses located in the same settlement are inhabited by relatives. However, it is the long house co-residence—the longhouse community that engenders the strongest ties of loyalty.
3. One would think that such crowding of Kaluli in long houses would prompt dissension and squabbling. This is not the case for families of the long house are often absent for weeks at a time when they engage in trade to near by communities or long distance trade.

4. Also, families travel to help their clan relatives in other communities with their gardens. In addition to travel for trade and travel for helping with garden chores, hunting takes men away for extended periods of time 
5. “Discovered” early in 1930’s by Australians searching for gold. Australians brought trade gifts never seen before by a Kaluli: steel axes, knives, mirrors, knives, pearl shells and beads.

6. Kaluli community heavily invested in trade and exchange. The largest opportunity for trade and exchange occurs as marriage rituals.

Identity and Life on the Land

1. Significant Fact. Members of longhouses identify themselves relative to the land as oppose to clan membership. Clans are large descent groups who have a mythical common ancestor. Usually, people identify themselves by their clan name. Not the Kaluli. Kaluli identify themselves by the name of the community’s land. It is used much like a name in friendly socializing and in war when Kaluli and their enemies shout place names at each other in a form of intimidation
2. In both uses of place names—to identify themselves in friendly greetings and conversations and to verbally attack their enemies—Kaluli are demonstrating a key characteristic of their culture: how much their land is a part of themselves.

3. This is made most evident when accompanying a Kaluli in a walk through the forest. The Kaluli will point out spaces and name the family who had resided their. These places held for the Kaluli the contents of their. They call themselves by the name of the land because they see themselves in their land.

4. Nature of Tropical Rainforest. Adaptation design to live with harmony of nature.

5. Kaluli measure the progress of season by the changes in vegetation which is also associated with the presence of certain birds. The calls of certain birds not only announce the change in season but also the time of day. Time is not measured by numerical units. Rather, the bird call signifies times for certain activities.
Economic and Political Organization
1. Egalitarian community. No position of headman. Usually elderly are given special weight for the knowledge they possess but no one has power over anyone and everyone has equal access to resources necessary for survival

2. Social order is maintained by informal means: gossip, ostracism, denial of sharing and/or exchange relations. Also. The Kaluli have strong beliefs in the power of the supernatural to redress violations of taboos and social norms, which function as effective deterrents to misbehavior. In addition, when a person has strayed outside the boundaries of acceptable behavior may be confronted by the injured party and asked for compensation
3. Subsistence activities are horticulture. Practice swidden horticulture. Their staple food is sago which is a starchy paste extracted from wild sage palm trees that grow along stream—a short work from the settlement. Fish is abundant and the forest contains many edible foods besides providing wild animals for protein.
Trade Second Important Characteristic of Kaluli Culture
1. Kaluli trade with other groups and within their own community. Each trade route is associated with particular items. Besides moving resources from lowland to highlands, trade relationships are very important for the well being of Kaluli life

2. Trade relationship is cemented by marital ties. Marriage means that both members of the bride and grooms family acquire several new trade relationships. Marriage ties and trading relations afford opportunities to travel between communities with hospitality assured, as well as, provide allies when needed for conflict resolution.
KinshipDescent and Marriage

1. Kaluli are organized into exogamous, patrilineal clans that are scattered throughout all the longhouse communities. Children inherit their clan membership through their fathers but kinship is reckoned through both the mother and the faher.
2. Paternal kin provide those ties within the residential longhouse, materal relatives connect an individual to relatives living in other longhouses

3. One feels closest to paternal kin—those with whom one has grown up, or sees most often. These relatives take food from each others garden and share food.

4. However the most tie in establishing a relationship is the tie between siblings. Among the Kaluli include those who are biologically actual siblings and parallel cousins—fathers’ brother’s children, and mother’s sister’s children

5. Preferred marriage takes place between men and women belonging to different clans.  Marriages are arranged by the elders in the groom’s longhouse and without his knowledge. Marriages set in motion a life long relationship of exchange. A formal relationship begins with bridewealth—from the groom’s family to the bride’s family. Relatives of the groom contribute to the bridewealth thus solidifying relationships with the groom and establishing new ones with the bride. Alliance with bride ad groom involves he usual extension of food and hospitality that one might from kin but it also further binds the contributors to the ongoing state of the couple’s marriage
6. Bridewealth is a form of compensation—inherent to bridewealth is both the recognition of the nurturance provided by her family as the bride grew and also for the loss—loss of the daughter they love who will go away with her husband and the loss of the bride’s labor contribution to the household economy.
Third Significant Characteristic—Socialization
1. Mothers are the chief care givers of children and mothers socialize their children. What does that mean? Mothers teach them expected behavior of a good Kaluli male and Female. Mothers engender their children by affirming the traits, characteristics, behavior and attitudes associated with being A Kaluli male and female.

2. Boys are taught aggressiveness and to be assertive. Boys are taught that they will get what they want if they endlessly demand and never give up their pursuit

3. Girls are taught something else. They are given chores when very young and are the type of chores that serve the needs of others. Young girls who are older sisters are expected to nurture the new baby especially if it is a boy.
4. Sharing is a crucial part of Kaluli culture and an important element in Old sister younger brother role. Boys are taught the “soft approach”—the proper whining and begging appeal with which to approach his older sister

5. Reciprocity and sharing are crucial to Kaluli life and so it is important that their children learn how to participate in a variety of social exchanges. It is through learning appropriate language—which is referred to by the Kaluli as “Hardening”—that their children become participants in a variety of social exchanges. Mother actively guide their children in language use that will “harden” them .They tell their toddler what to say and how to say it in “hard” language.
6. The aim of socialization, therefore, is not only to harden children physically and mentally for once they have been “harden linguistically,”  they can be responsible members of the community.
Sharing and Giving of Food
1. The giving and sharing of food is the most fundamental theme in Kaluli interpersonal relations. It promotes friendship and familiarity; it is a vehicle showing fondness.  The Sharing of food is the expected norm. Food is important beyond sustenance  for it is the focus of social relations. Kaluli do not share food as an obligation of a relationship. Rather they share food to solidify and actualize a relationship through the giving of food.
Important Themes in Kaluli Culture

1 The myth of the Muni Bird reveals several important themes in Kaluli culture: the sharing of food; the responsibility of a sister to her brother; the opposing postures of pleading boys and nurturing girls, and birds and their sad songs.

2. The reason given for the Kaluli focus on food for constructing social relationships and expressing affection is food is necessary for life. If food shows affection, then what does it mean to go hungry? It means more than an empty belly, it means loneliness.

Questions

1. How is food used to create and solidify bonds in your own experience? 

2. What sort of cultural messages can be transmitted through the giving and taking of food?

3. Among the Kaluli, food shows affection, thus to go hungry is to be lonely. What are some of the meanings of hunger in your society?
