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Ms. Magazine packet 
           All handouts and emailed readings

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

This course investigates social issues which affect women.  We use a variety of disciplines in our analysis (i.e., historical, psychological, sociological).  Objectives include helping students to:  1.  Learn about feminism in historical and cross cultural  perspective;  2. Evaluate gender difference and examine various mechanisms which contribute to inequality;  3. Appreciate how social identities, such as race, ethnicity, class, religion and sexual orientation, along with gender, shape self image;   4. Utilize knowledge from personal experience, along with course information, to think about and analyze perspectives on the study of, for, and about, women; 5. Formulate ideas about how our society/world can better meet all human needs as we move into the future. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
I expect students to come to class prepared to raise questions and participate in discussions.  Students are responsible for the information contained in reading assignments and class meetings (which will include lectures, discussions, guest speakers, and videos).  Readings are connected to and enhance lectures/discussions. Because Women’s Studies deal with real life issues, please feel free to raise questions and complexities concerning topics. Grades are based on points acquired through three (3) exams, a quiz on Hooking Up (the book) and a short paper (guidelines distributed separately).  Attendance is expected and unexplained/obsessive absences (over 1/4th of classes) will result in failure of the course.  Listen in class for extra credit opportunities.

DUE DATES AND POINT COUNTS:



GRADE COMPUTATION:
Exam I
 
9/25
             25 percent


            94 - 100points = A

Exam II     11/4
    
 30 percent


            90 - 93
points = A-

Exam III 
12/9   
             25 percent                                          87 - 89
points = B+

Bogle Bk.
  10/7                      10 percent


            83 - 86
points = B

Short Paper 11/23

 10 percent



80 - 82
points = B-


                                                              


77 - 79
points = C+











73 - 76
points = C
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       Dr. Cherrin

COURSE OUTLINE AND ASSIGNMENTS
I.  WHAT IS WOMEN’S STUDIES/FEMINISM? 




        9/2-9/9
     AN HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF WOMEN’S MOVEMENT(S)



Exchange of Expectations and ideas

Read: In Gendered Worlds: Preface and Chapter 1 “Introduction” 

Videos: “The F-Word” (9/2);   “Alice Paul: We Were Arrested, Of Course” (9/4);

“The Equal Rights Amendment” (9/9)

Read: In Ms. Spring 2009 “Forty Years of Women’s Studies,” pp. 56-57; “Intersections,” p. 65; “Theory and Practice,” p. 67; “Sticks and Stones,” p.70; “Feminist, Esq.” pp. 71-72

Labor Day – No Class 9/7
II. BODIES and IDENTITY 







                    9/11-9/16
Read:
In Gendered Worlds: Chapter 2 “Bodies and Genders”; Chapter 3 “Socialization and the 
Social Construction of Gender”
Read: In Ms. Spring 2009 “Taking a Bite of Twilight,” pp. 51-52; “The Perfect Pantomime,” 

pp. 74-77; See “no comment” back page of all issues.
Videos: “Killing Us Softly 3” (9/14); Clip from “Tough Guise” (9/16)

III. SEXUALITIES









       9/18 – 9/23
Read:
In Gendered Worlds: Chapter 4 “Sexualities” 
Read: In Ms. Winter 2009 “The F Word on the L Word,” pp. 59-60; “Gay Rights Wronged,” p. 15 
Speaker(s): GRASP on lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender concerns (date TBA)

EXAM I (September 25)

IV. FAMILY and INTIMATE RELATIONSHIPS 


        

    9/28- 10/5
Read:
In Gendered Worlds: Chapter 7 “Families” 

Read: In Ms. Summer 2009 “Marriage Equality Gains Steam,” p.15; “Same Sex, Different Continent,” pp. 44 – 45; Cyborhood is Powerful,” pp. 27-29; In Winter 2009 “Too Young to Marry,” pp. 30-31
Videos: “The Right to Choose” (10/2); “Sex and the City” (10/5)
V. THE HOOK UP CULTURE  







*Read:  Hooking Up   Be prepared to take a quiz (10/7) and discuss the book in groups (10/7 & 10/9)

VI. EDUCATION, WORK, POVERTY and POLITICS




10/12-/10/23

  Read:
In Gendered Worlds: Chapter 5 “Education”; Chapter 6 “Work”; Chapter 10 “Politics and Law”
Read: In Ms. 
Winter 2009 “Beyond Babysitting,” p. 42; “Rescue Remedy,” pp. 57-58; “Equal Pay and Beyond,” p. 63; “A Woman’s Bill of Rights,” pp. 12-13
Spring 2009 “The Ivory Tower Ceiling,” p. 15; “Lily’s Law,” p. 17; “Up With Women in the Downturn,” pp. 35-37 

Summer 2009 “What a Difference a Latina Makes,” pp. 12-13; “Who Needs Money? You’ve Got Credit!” p. 42; “No More Penny Pinching,” p. 47
Fall Break – No Class 10/16
VII. HEALTH and ILLNESS/MEDIA and SPORTS





    10/26 –11/2
Read: In Gendered Worlds: Chapter 9 “Health and Illness”; Chapter 11 “Media and Sports”
Read: In Ms.
Winter 2009 “Clandestine=Unsafe,” p. 26; Spring 2009 “Yes We Can,” p. 12; Summer 2009 “A Man Who Trusted Women,” p. 34-37
EXAM II (November 4)
VIII. VIOLENCE









11/6-11/16
Read: In Gendered Worlds: Chapter 8 “Violence”
Read: In Ms. Winter 2009 “Rape Kits in Cold Storage,” p. 16; “No Longer Silent,” p. 24; 
Spring 2009 “Real Men Don’t Hit,” p. 87; “Unsafe Haven,” p. 42
Videos or Film: TBA
IX. RELIGION









11/18 – 11/20
Read: In Gendered Worlds: Chapter 12 “Religion”; Read: In Ms. Winter 2009 “Reason Comes in from the Cold,” pp. 40-41
Papers are due 11/23

Thanksgiving Break – No Classes 11/25 or 11/27
X. GLOBAL FEMINIST POLITICS     





               11/30-12/7   
Read: In Ms. Winter 2009 “Ana’s Choice,” p. 46; “Lives on the Line,” p. 50; “Mandalas,” pp. 65-69; Spring 2009 “Baghdad Underground,” p. 30; “Stones Can’t Stop Them,” p. 20
EXAM III (December 9)

Note: Exam III is your last exam, worth 25% of your grade. There is no exam during finals week.

