Motherhood in Culture and Politics

Syllabus

Fall, 2008
WOMS 212                                                                                        Prof. K. Turkel

Office: 34 W. Delaware Ave. (205)                                                   Office Hours: 12:15-

kturkel@udel.edu                                                                               1:40 T, R and by 

                                                                                                            appointment

Required Texts:

Hays, S. The Cultural Contradictions of Motherhood. 1996

Edin, K. and Kefelas,M. Promises I Can Keep. 2005
Tannen, D. You’re Wearing That? 2006
Course Requirements:

1. Students are required to attend class and participate in class discussion.

2. You’re Wearing That:  Quiz on October 23 (10% of the final grade). Group presentation on discussion questions on October 28 (10% of the final grade).
3. Book Project:  For this project students will work in groups of five.  Each group will read a novel related to the themes of the course.  Each group will be responsible for both an oral presentation to the class (1/2 of the project grade) and a paper (1/2 of the project grade) based on their novel.  Dates for the oral presentations are listed in the course outline.  Papers are due on November 25. The book project is worth 30% of the final grade. Details will be discussed in class.

4. There will be a midterm and a final.  The midterm will be given in class on October 9.  It is worth 25% of the final grade.  The final will be a take-home exam.  It will be given out on December 9 and due back on December 15.  The final is worth 25% of the final grade.

Course Goals:

1. To analyze the meaning of motherhood within its political and cultural context.

2. To explore the ways in which culture and politics shape our ideas and expectations about mothering and mothers.

3. To analyze the meanings of the “institution” of motherhood and its relationship to the “experience” of motherhood.

4. To consider the intersection of race, class, and gender in relation to mothering.

5. To examine the relationship between the meanings and expectations of motherhood and the status of women in society.

COURSE OUTLINE

Introduction:  Motherhood as a political and cultural construct – 9/4, 9/9
Readings:   Hays, Preface

                   Edin & Kefelas, Introduction
The Ideology of Motherhood/Mothering – 9/11, 9/16, 9/18
Readings:   Hays, Chapter 1

                   Edin & Kefelas, Chapter 1
Motherhood in Historical context – 9/23, 9/25
Readings:   Hays Chapter 2
Group Project Meeting – September 30
Mothering:  Institution v. Experience – 9/30, 10/2, 10/7
Readings:  Hays, Chapter 3

                  Sidel, Chapters 3, 4

Midterm Exam:  October 9
Mothering and the Politics of race and class – 10/14, 10/16, 10/21, 
Readings:    Hays, Chapters 4, 5

                    Edin & Kefelas, Chapters 2, 3, 4
Relationships Between Mothers and Daughters – 10/23, 10/28, 10/30
Readings:  Tannen, You’re Wearing That?***
*** You’re Wearing That? should be read in full by October 23.  There will be a short quiz on the novel on that date.  Following the quiz students will be assigned questions to work on in groups.  On October 28 each group will give a short presentation to the class based on their discussion of their assigned question.
November 4 – Election Day
November 6 – Group Project Meetings
Group Presentations (Novel Project) – 11/11, 11/13, 11/18, 11/20
Novel Project Papers due November 25
Mothering and the Politics of Reproduction   11/25, 12/2

Video:  Leona’s Sister Gerry (11/25)

Conclusions:  Feminism and Mothering  12/4, 12/9

Readings: Hays, Chapters 6, 7

Edin & Kefelas, Chapters 5, 6, and Conclusion
Take Home Exam – Handed out on December 9;  Due back on December 15 
