INTRODUCTION TO WOMEN’S STUDIES

WOMS 201

FALL, 2008
Prof. K. Turkel                                                                            Office Hours: T, R 12:30 -
34 W. Delaware Ave.                                                                  1:40 and by appointment                                                                                                     
kturkel@udel.edu                                                                        831-8474/831-6140

Required Texts:

Women’s Voices, Feminist Visions, 3rd edition. S. Shaw and J.  Lee

Odd Girl Out: The Hidden Culture of Aggression in Girls, R. Simmons
Course Requirements:

1. Students are expected to come to class prepared to participate in class discussion. There will be periodic in-class writing assignments to facilitate class discussion.  These will be collected and used to document class attendance.  These in-class assignments cannot be made up.  A grade penalty will be imposed for excessive (more than three) documented absences.

2. There will be three exams consisting of short essay, multiple choice, and true/false questions.  Students will be responsible for material from the assigned readings, class lectures and discussion, and videos.  

3. Students are required to read Odd Girl Out. There will be a quiz on the book on November 13. The quiz will be worth 15% of the final grade.  There will also be a group activity related to the book which will be worth 15% of the final grade.  Each group will be assigned a chapter of the text and will be required to present a discussion of their chapter to the class. Chapters presentations will be on November 13 - 25
     Dates for course requirements:


Exam 1


October 7

25% of final grade


Exam 2


November 11

25% of final grade


Odd Girl Out activity              November 13-25 **   30% of final grade

Exam 3


December 9

20% of final grade

**Book quiz will be on November 13. Presentations will take place on November 18, 20, 25
COURSE OUTLINE

Introduction:  What is Women’s Studies?  What is Feminism?  9/4, 9/9, 9/11
Readings:  Shaw and Lee, Chapter 1 – Intro and #’s 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8;  

                  Chapter 2 – Intro and #’s 9, 14, 15, 16, 17

Video:  The ERA: Unfinished Business for the Constitution (9/11)
The Social Construction of Gender   9/16, 9/18, 9/23
Readings:  Shaw and Lee, Chapter 3 – Intro and #’s 19, 20, 21, 24;

                 Chapter 5 – Intro and #’s 35, 36, 38, 44

Video:  Killing Us Softly3  (9/18)
Women, Sexuality and the Family  9/25, 9/29, 10/2
Readings:  Shaw and Lee, Chapter 4 – Intro and #’s 26, 27, 33, 34;

                 Chapter 7 – Intro and #’s 53. 55, 56, 57

First Exam: October 7
Women, Work and the Economy  10/9, 10/14, 10/16, 10/21
Readings:  Shaw and Lee Chapter 8 – Intro and #’s 61-69

Gender Violence:  10/23, 10/27, 10/30
Readings:  Shaw and Lee, Chapter 10 – Intro and #’s 79, 80, 81, 83, 84, 86, 87

November 4 – Election Day (no Class)

November 6 – Group Meetings
Second Exam: November 11
Odd Girl Out quiz – November 13

Group Presentations – November 18, 20, 25
The Politics of Health and Reproduction:  12/2, 12/4
Readings:  Shaw and Lee, Chapter 6 – Intro and # ‘s 45-52
Third Exam: December 9
