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Education

Current:
Ed.D.
University of Delaware, Expected graduation 2009
1991:

M.A.
University of Delaware, Sociology
Thesis title:  “Defining Sexual Abuses:  An Analysis of the Conflation of Sex and Violence”

1974:

B.A.
The American University, Literature

Positions in Higher Education

1997 – present:
Assistant Director, Women’s Studies Program, University of Delaware

2000 – present:
Secondary Faculty, Women’s Studies Program, University of 




Delaware

1988 – 1996:
Program Coordinator, Women’s Studies Program, University of Delaware

1987 – 1992:
Instructor, Women’s Studies Program, University of Delaware

1986 – 1988:
Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology, University of Delaware

Courses Taught

Internship in Women’s Studies (WOMS 498)

Women and Violence (WOMS 240)

Research on Race, Ethnicity and Culture (WOMS 298)

Research on Women (WOMS 299)

Publications

Gender Violence:  Interdisciplinary Perspectives, 2nd Edition, eds. Laura L. O’Toole, Jessica R. Schiffman, and Margie Kiter Edwards, New York University Press, 2007.

Women’s Studies in Transition:  The Pursuit of Interdisciplinarity, eds. Kate Conway-Turner, Suzanne Cherrin, Jessica Schiffman, and Kathleen Doherty Turkel, Associated University Presses, Inc., 1998

Gender Violence:  Interdisciplinary Perspectives, eds. Laura L. O’Toole and Jessica R. Schiffman, New York University Press, 1997.
Professional Positions
1982 – 1984:

Volunteer and Training Coordinator, Safeplace: Rape Relief and Women’s 



Shelter Services, Olympia, Washington

1981 – 1984:
Caseworker (part-time), Washington State Department of Social and Health Services, Division of Children’s Protective Services and Family Reconciliation Services, Tumwater, Washington

1980 – 1981:
Trainer/Researcher, Thurston County Rape Relief (later became Safeplace: Rape Relief and Women’s Shelter Services), Olympia, Washington

Grants and Awards

Presidential Fellowship, Salzburg Seminar on “Women, Political Power, and Next Generation Leadership” in Salzburg, Austria, September 2006.

General University Research Grant, University of Delaware, for “An Analysis of Demographic

Variables Relating to Domestic Violence in the Delaware Crime Survey,” 1993.

Professional Bonus Award for exemplary performance, University of Delaware, 1991.
Woman of Excellence Award for graduate work, University of Delaware, Department of 

Sociology, 1986 and 1987.

Invited Presentations

2005 – “Understanding a Rape Culture” presentation to an honors Introduction to Women’s Studies class, University of Delaware.

2005 – “Gender Relations on College Campuses” presentation to class for Resident Assistants, University of Delaware.

2001 – “Building Consensus” at the Coalition for Women and Children at Risk Conference, Buena Vista, DE. 

1999 – “A Matter of Respect:  Situations and Solutions in the Workplace” workshop sponsored by the Commission on the Status of Women at the University of Delaware, Newark, DE.

1998 – “Violence Against Women:  Today and in the Past” New Century Club of Newark, DE.

1997 – “Violence Against Women:  Today and in the Past” public lecture for the Delaware Humanities Forum, Upward Bound and Math Science Center, Georgetown, DE.

1996 – “Introduction to a Socio-cultural Understanding of Domestic Violence” training for the Project for Domestic Violence Reform, Wilmington, DE.

1995 – “Violence Against Women:  Today and in the Past” public lecture for the Delaware Humanities Forum, Academy of Lifelong Learning, Rehoboth, DE; and Office of Residence Life, Newark, DE; and Academy of Lifelong Learning, Wilmington, DE; and Second Baptist Church, Wilmington, DE.

1994 – “What to Know and What to Do About Dating Violence” assembly address at Linden Hall School for Girls, Lititz, PA.

1992 – “Sexual Assault on Campuses” presentation to a class on Issues in Higher Education, University of Delaware, Newark, DE.

1991 – “Violence Against Women” address to the annual meeting of the YWCA, Carlisle, PA.

1990 – “A Feminist Perspective on Incest” presentation to the Department of Public Instruction, Dover, DE.

1988 – “Separating Sex and Violence” keynote address at the annual Women’s Law Center Conference, Baltimore, MD.

Selected Conference Presentations

2003 – “The Greater Philadelphia Women’s Studies Consortium Model:  A Decade of Success” at the Mid-Atlantic Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA.

1997 – “Integrating Theory and Practice:  Experiential and Community-based Learning in Classes on Gender Violence” at the Eastern Sociological Society Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD.

1997 – “Service Learning” panel discussion at the Greater Philadelphia Women’s Studies Consortium Retreat, Villanova University, Villanova, PA.

1994 – “Twenty Years of Women’s Studies at the University of Delaware” panel presentation at Women in Higher Education Conference, Orlando, FL.

1993 – “Rape:  A Re-examination of the Relationship of Sex, Power, and Violence” at the 3rd International Conference on Sexual Assault on Campus, Nashville, TN.

1993 – “Twenty Years of Women’s Studies at the University of Delaware” panel presentation at the National Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference, Washington, DC.

Professional Service

Liaison to the Greater Philadelphia Women’s Studies Consortium, 1992-present.

Liaison to the Commission on the Status of Women, University of Delaware, 1993-present.

Chair of Sexual Assault Awareness Week Committee, University of Delaware, 2000-2001 and 2001-2002; Program Chair 2004-2005.

Chair of the Mid-Atlantic Women’s Studies Conference, University of Delaware, 2001.

Advisor and contributor to “The Status of Women in Delaware:  Politics, Economics, Health, Demographics,” a report produced by the Institute for Women’s Policy Research, Washington, DC, 2000.

Member of Special Academic Programs Committee, University of Delaware, 1989-1991.

Consultant on gender issues to the American Civil Liberties Federation of Delaware on Bill of 

Rights Project, 1989-1990.

Member of Task Force on Curriculum Development of the Commission to Promote Racial and Cultural Diversity, 1989-1990.

Chair of the first Delaware State-wide Conference on Domestic Violence, 1989.

