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Safety and Compliance Guide for Research Faculty and 
Laboratory Coordinators 
 
 
Purpose:   
 
The purpose of this Guide is to assist faculty members and others responsible for coordinating laboratory 
research activities with the process of obtaining the necessary authorizations to conduct scientific 
research in a laboratory setting at the University of Delaware.  The Guide will help determine the 
appropriate contact persons, University policies, training requirements, and sources of information.  A 
checklist is used to help identify the sections of the Guide that are pertinent to the research work that will 
be conducted. 
 
 
Department of Occupational Health and Safety: 
 
This Guide was developed and provided to you by the Department of Occupational Health and Safety 
(DOHS) which is nationally recognized for excellence in the management of its occupational and 
environmental safety programs.  The mission of the department is to- 
 

¶ Maintain safe and healthful working conditions, 

¶ Contribute to general educational development related to safety, health and the 
environment, 

¶ Provide safety-related support to the University community, and 

¶ Ensure compliance with federal, state and local regulations. 
 
The DOHS operates with a team- and service-oriented approach.  One role of the department is to 
facilitate the safe conduct of scientific research on campus.  DOHS members will assist you with the 
development of a safety program for your laboratory and will guide you through the administrative 
process to obtain the necessary authorizations from federal, state, and/or local agencies that regulate 
laboratory processes.  Use of this Guide is the first step to obtaining approval to conduct research in your 
lab.   
 
 
Message from the Director, Occupational Health and Safety: 
 
Welcome to the University of Delaware.  I wish you well in your endeavor to expand our understanding of 
the world around us.  The staff at DOHS consists of well-trained and helpful professionals and 
technicians.  I know that they will do their best to assist you in the development of a safe and compliant 
working environment in your laboratory.  Feel free to contact me whenever you wish to discuss a safety 
issue or if you would like to propose a way that we can better serve your needs. 
 
        Robin L. Elliott 
 
 
 




