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This course examines the intellectual and social history of medicine in the West, with an emphasis on changes in medical theory and practice during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  Topics include changing theories of disease and anatomy; the laboratory revolution and rise of germ theory; the role of midwives and nurses in medical care; medical professionalization and debates about quackery; the rise of new medical therapies; and state vs. individual responsibility in matters of public health.

This course satisfies the group B requirement of the College of Arts and Sciences.

Books

available for purchase and on 2-hour reserve at Morris Library
Roy Porter, Blood and Guts:  A Short History of Medicine (W. W. Norton, 2002) “BG”
Rothman, Marcus & Kiceluk, Medicine & Western Civilization (Rutgers Press, 1995) “RM”
Tighe & Warner, Major Problems in the History of American Med (Hougton Mifflin, 2006) “TW”
Additional readings marked with an * below are available on electronic reserve at the UD library.  Go to www.lib.udel.edu, then Delcat, then Search Course Reserves.  
Our password is 0505.
Assignments 
Two 4-pg papers due 3/5 and 5/7

18%

Midterm quiz
on 4/7


 
6%

Midterm take-home essay, due 4/7
 
20%

Final exam during exam period 
 
26%
Participation & in-class exercises 

12%



Students must bring in a “blue book” by Feb 26, in order for their work to be graded

(Examination blue books are available free from Lieberman’s bookstore.)

The class format will involve a mix of lecture, discussion of assigned readings, examining additional primary documents (as indicated for each class day below), and viewing film segments.  Students are expected to do the reading assigned for each day prior to class and should always bring the assigned material to class for discussion.
In order to effectively analyze primary documents in a forty-student class, we will do numerous exercises in small groups.  I will assign students to groups of 4-5 on the second class day.  Subsequently, 1-2 groups will be responsible for participating in class discussion on each day, as noted below.  All members of the class are expected to participate in the small group exercises and are encouraged to contribute to larger class discussions—but participation grades will depend heavily on students’ contributions to discussion for the three days when their groups are assigned to do that.
At the end of the semester, I will ask every student to confidentially evaluate the contributions of others in their group during the semester.  This process generally aids students who contribute little to larger class discussions but are active within their smaller group.
In general I do not take attendance as part of the participation grade, but I may do that occasionally if attendance is low.
I maintain a simple web page for the class, at: http://www.udel.edu/history/ebuckley/hist382
Here I will post the course syllabus, any slides used during lectures, and study guides for the exams.  I will use the class listserv to email paper topics and, on occasion, to send around questions for class discussion in advance (students do not need to submit answers to these in writing, unless I provide time for that during class).

University of Delaware policies published in Academic Honesty and Dishonesty, such as with regard to plagiarism and cheating, apply to this course:
http://www.udel.edu/stuguide/08-09/code.html#honesty

Lecture topics and reading assignments
2/10  
Intro:  telling the history of medicine
2/12  
Disease
BG preface & ch. 1

Assign students to groups, for discussion
2/17  
Ancient medicine 
BG ch. 2
Bring from *Sourcebook, on electronic reserve (need not read in advance):  

Hippocrates Aphorisms sections 3-4, Prognosis section 2, Case 1 (pp. 17-18, 20-22)

Galen Case History (pp. 50-51)

For discussion:  groups 1 & 2

2/19  
Hippocrates & Galen continued

RM Hippocrates (pp. 139-144) and Galen (pp. 17-22)

Bring RM to discuss other Hippocratic docs in class (need not read in advance)


For discussion:  groups 3 & 4

2/24
  Renaissance anatomy: Vesalius 

BG ch. 3 (finish reading by next class)

RM Vesalius (pp. 54-65) [on elec res]

For discussion:  groups 5 & 6

2/26
  New experimental physiology:  Harvey & the circulation of the blood

RM, Harvey pp. 68-75 [on elec res]
*Sourcebook on Harvey (elec reserve), pp. 164-167

For discussion:  groups 7 & 8

3/3
  The experience of epidemic disease
Daniel Defoe, “The dreadful visitation, in a short account of the progress and effects of the plague, the last time it spread in the city of London, in the year 1665,” Philadelphia, 1774 (excerpted from Defoe, Journal of the Plague Year, 1722).  

Available via UD library, Eighteenth Century Collections online database

Bring RM on Foucault, pp. 376-379 (need not read in advance)

For discussion:  groups 1
3/5
 Health & disease in 18th c. America 

In-class film:  Midwife’s Tale
PAPER DUE at start of class (4 pp.):  from Hippocrates to Harvey
3/10
Smallpox & inoculation in 18th c. America
TW ch. 2 docs 2-5 and 7, Blake essay pp. 48-54; also ch. 3 doc. 2
Will read ch. 2 doc 6 in class (need not read in advance)

For discussion:  groups 2
3/12
Laboratory revolution in 19th c. medicine
BG ch. 4

Bring TW  for ch 3 doc 8 & 4 doc 2 (to read during class)

For discussion:  groups 3
3/17
Alternative medicines:  homeopathy, hydropathy 
TW ch. 5 Warner essay (pp. 143-149) and docs 1-6, pp. 125-140

For discussion:  groups 4
3/19
Filth, germs & hygiene in 19th c. U.S.


TW ch. 6 intro and docs. 1-2, 4 & 7

RM Pasteur (pp. 253-257—on elec res) and Lister (pp. 247-252)

For discussion:  groups 5
3/24   
The bacteriological revolution: Lister, Pasteur, Koch 
BG ch. 6
TW ch. 4 doc 1
RM Simpson, pp. 398-401


 Bring to class: RM on Koch [on elec res], TW ch. 7 doc 5 (need not read in advance)

For discussion:  groups 6
3/26
  Germ theory:  Pasteur, Lister, Koch; 19th c. review


For discussion:  groups 7





<<  SPRING BREAK  >>
4/7
MIDTERM EXAM—scientific medicine in the 19th c.
Quiz in-class at 4:00

Take-home essay due at start of quiz, based on TW Rosenberg essay (108-113), 
ch 7 docs 1 & 3 & Warner essay (216-224)

4/9
The social history of “bacteriomania”

TW ch. 8 Tomes essay and docs 3-8


For discussion:  groups 8
4/14
 Medicalizing everyday life:  

TW ch. 10, Lunbeck essay and docs 2-6


For discussion:  groups 1
4/16
Medical professionalization

TW ch. 9 Ludmerer essay and docs 2-5


For discussion:  groups 2
4/21
  Female physicians & midwives

TW Morantz-Sanchez essay (pp. 149-157), ch. 3 doc 6 & ch. 5 doc 7

RM Jacobi, pp. 97-102


For discussion:  groups 3
4/23
The nursing profession

BG ch. 7

TW ch. 6 doc 5; will examine ch. 3 doc 5 in class


Film:  Sentimental Women Need Not Apply
4/28
Institutions for medical care: the rise of the hospital

TW ch. 11 Leavitt essay (pp. 372-379) & docs 2-6


For discussion:  groups 4
4/30
Pharmacological revolution and the search for a polio cure 

BG ch. 5

TW ch. 13 doc 7; will examine docs 5-6 in class


For discussion:  groups 5
5/5
The ethics of research on human subjects:  Tuskegee syphilis experiment 

TW ch. 12 doc 1-2 and 5-8; will examine TW ch. 4 doc 7 in class 
For discussion:  groups 6
5/7
film Deadly Deception
PAPER DUE at start of class (4 pp.)
based on TW 12 docs 1-2 and 5-7, also article by E. V. Rivers on elec reserve
5/12
Health policy in the late 20th c. 


TW ch. 14 docs 3, 4 & 6; Stevens’ “Letter from America” (1961) on elec reserve
For discussion:  groups 7
5/14
Health & disease in a global economy

BG 8
Submit evaluations of group members, by email or to mailbox

5/19
Conclusion:  Consumers and health today 

TW ch. 15 TBA

For discussion:  groups 8
FINAL EXAM on 20th c. medicine & health, Wed. May 27 at 3:30, Gore 208
Rules for Class Behavior
1. Come to class on time and stay for the entire class. If you absolutely must arrive late due to an appointment or other conflict, do not disrupt the lecture.  Please do not start packing up your things before I have dismissed class—this is disrespectful and distracting to me. 

2. Feel free to ask questions at any time—just raise your hand. 

3.  Please do not talk to your neighbors during class; it is annoying to me and to your classmates.

4. Do not sleep or read non-class materials (newspapers, etc.) during class. 


Technology Etiquette
1. Turn off your cell phone when you enter the classroom.

2. Do not engage in text messaging during class.

3. Do not use your laptop during class except to take lecture notes—other uses are a distraction to you and the students around you.

