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University of Delaware engineering professor Steve De tel and several villagers watch as Engineers Without Bor-
ders student Doug DeVoto samples the water from a u ell in Bakang, Cameroon.

Technical help ensneered
UD groups this summer worfiing in Cameroon, Guatemala

By KEN MAMMARELLA
The News Journal

NEWARK-Adozenpeople
connected to the University of
Delaware chapter of Engineers
Without Borders will use their
skills this summer to help the
needy in Cameroon and
Guatemala.

This wil l be the chapter's
fourth trip to Cameroon, where
members have been working on
providing clean water to the vil-
lage of Bakang, and the first to
Guatemala, where they wil l
build a bridge in San Jose Peta-
calapa. During the rainy season,
farmers are unable to reach the
other side of the river, where
their fields are located.

"There is an acute need for
what the students are doing,"
Steve Dentel, the group's ad-
viser and a professor in the de-
partment of civil and environ-
mental engineering, said at a
March fundraiser. "When you
see the kind of water people are
drinking in Cameroon, you un-
derstand the importance of
water treatment in a way you've
never understood it before."

The work in Cameroon
started with slow-sand water fil-
ters. The UD group is assessing
the feasibility of expanding a
solar-powered pumping station
to include more wells and a dis-
tribution svstem.

Dentel has spent 61 days in
Cameroon s ince the pro ject
began in 2007 (the chapter only

began in 200{ ,. He received an
award ftom tlr.e students at the
March event. ,\l.so honored was
Olivia Mukarr:., daughter of the
mayor ofBak:ng, a recent grad-
uate of Johnr, Hopkins Univer-
sity and project matchmaker.

The Guatt rnala project was
initiated thror".gh a parlnership
with April Vr,rress, an associate
professor of g ography and Latin
American stu lies at UD, and the
Guatemalan rn igrant population
in southern Delaware.

Timber anl concrete bridges
have been des igned by engineer-
ing students Kelly Ambrose,
Melissa Stewart, Sarah Dalton
and Alexandr:a Patrone under
the direction :,f professor Allen
Jayne.

"But the drawings are tenta-
tive," Dentel virote in an e-mail.
"Our trip in,i\ugust is to exam-
ine the bridge site and also learn
about loca] constmction materi-

als and preferences. We want
the bridge to be appropriate for
needs in the area."

The typical cost of an assess-
ment trip is around $10,000, Den-
tel wrote, adding that construc-
tion trips are more expensive.

"The upcoming trip to Cam-
eroon is a big effort, budgeted for
$48.000 with over two-thirds of
this for wells, pumps, solar pan-
els and other equipment.

"Students pay part of their
own way on each trip. They de-
cided on this policy themselves,
to demonstrate that tl:is work is
meant to benefit others more
than themselves," he wrote.
link at udel.edu,/stu-org,/ewb
for donations.

Dentel said the group
been awarded an Outstandi
Commitment Award from the
Clinton Global Initiative. This
includes a $10,000 grant from tfie
Wal-Mart Foundati.on for the



THURSDAY MAY 28,2OO9 NE NEWS JOURNAL Mi13

In San Jose San Jose Petacalapa, Guatemala" a group - including Evelio
Lopez of Georgetown (second from left) and UD's April Veness (right) - re-
turns from where the bridge will be built
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Bakangproject.
During their trips, some of

the participants will blog on
ewb-ud.blogspot.com.

Heading to Cameroon in
June are Dentel and engineer-
ing students Ramsey Hazbun,
Alyssa Serra, Taylor King,
Sarah O'NeilI and Matt Linde-
mer.

Heading to Guatemala in Au-
gust are Veness, professor
Michael Santare and engineer-
ine students Cara Watson,
Mdlissa Stewart, Kelley PyIe
and Catherine Collison.

Kaylynn Palaio, an interna-
tional relations and Spanish
major, and Erin Boyle, a biology
major, wil l join the group to
help Veness research the
transnational Guatemalan com-

mumty in southern Delaware.
"We wilt look at the environ-

mental and social impact of sev-
eral recent small-scale develop-
ment projects - projects frmded
fully or in part by Delaware-
ans," Veness wrote in an e-mail.
"The refor eistation project we
will look at was largely funded
by Delawarean immigrants
sending money home."

Potable water projects were
funded by Rotarians of Dishict
7630 andthe Solidarity Commit-
tee of the t,!'ilmington Catholic
Diocese.

Evelio L<tpez, an immigrant
from San.l<lse Petacalapa who
now lives furr Georgetown, will go
withthe g'ltup.

"He is a member of the Del-
Guate Council, a small organi-
zation of ilnmigrant business-
men and l,:aders that I have
worked wi th," she wrote. "It
was the Del.-Guate Council that
suggested to me that EWB might
want to consider a project in
San Jose Pe,tacalapa."

"We've really made some

"tor" 
*i"nrrls in these faraway

places," Dentel wrote. "It's an
unforgettal rle learning experi-
ence, and i:'s an important ex-
ample of krrow UD is going
globa]."
Reach Ken Mamtl rella at 3242853 or

kmammarella@ c z lawareonline.com
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